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CHRISTMAS DRAW 

 
Our heartfelt thanks to all who entered the 2021 ‘virtual’ Christmas Draw.  Having received just over £1500 
from members the draw was held at the clubhouse on Sunday December 12th and Peter Glynn’s was the first 
name out of the hat to win £350.00.  £175.00 went to Derek Smith, £100.00 to Simon Watkins, £75.00 to 
Laurie Wisbey and £50.00 to Martin Ager. With no expenses the club itself was £750.00 better off for which 
our thanks. 

 
ANNUAL DINNER 

 
George Cristin-Marks and his team are now preparing for the 2022 Annual Dinner being held at the Lawford 

Lane clubhouse on Saturday March 26th. 
Tickets will be available from the end of January and they will be emailing a link to members with full 

details then. 
For those without the email facility, ticket enquiries can be directed to the Secretary, George Heseltine, 

whose details are on the last page of this newsletter. 
 

THE HEADMASTER, TOM CARTER, WRITES 
 

A year on from the lockdown of January-March 2021, although things are not easy, at the time of writing the 
school is running as normally as possible.  Teachers may be greeted by the sight of a class of masked faces – 
and empty chairs may indicate a student who is instead needing to be connected to the lesson by “Teams” – 
but there is a general feeling that we know what has to be done and we will collectively do our very best to 
keep school and education going, whatever the challenges.   

Last term we managed to run all of our major traditional events: Commemoration Day, Remembrance Day, 
House Music, the Winter concert, the Carol Service and Prize Giving.  To be sure, we sometimes had to cut 
down the audience or space people out or insist on face coverings – but it felt much more closer to normality 
than Autumn 2020 had – and it was good that younger pupils were able to experience events live.  Sports 
fixtures were also able to take place – and some trips and visits have returned to the calendar.   

House Music saw a very close and hard fought competition - but with Strutt the winners, with particularly 
impressive performances for the winning house from two of our school captains – Ben Bishop (on marimba) 
and Libby Simmons (on vocals).  It is however the case that the competitive element seemed less important 
to many of us in the audience – and the real pleasure was in seeing such a central part of the school calendar 
returning to its traditional format with a live audience.   

Meanwhile, the Winter concert featured the Choir, the Wind Band and the Senior Orchestra – the concert 
finishing with a fine performance of two movements from Dvorak’s 9th symphony, a fitting return after nearly 
two years since that memorable rendition of Shostakovitch 5 in Spring 2020.  The carol service saw some 
excellent singing from the choir – a reduced presence of pupils (and no parents) did not detract from the 
majesty and joy of the occasion.   
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Despite the rise of the Omicron variant, we also did go ahead with a live Prize Giving event – but without 
parents present.  We had a good number of Summer 2021 leavers who returned and we were delighted to 
welcome Doug McCallum as our guest speaker.  Doug spoke about several of the people he had worked with 
and about serving others through business and using opportunities to benefit and help large numbers of 
people.  He also spoke about respect, collaboration and equality.  Many readers will know that Doug’s 
generosity in 2019 (together with a number of other donors) enabled the previous Gym to be converted to a 
theatre, named in honour of his parents.  Just recently he has endowed a trust fund, to be administered by the 
KEGS Foundation, the income from which is to be used to maintain the McCallum-Rich Theatre and any 
remaining income from which may be used to support the performing and visual arts at KEGS and to help 
pupils in financial need.  I am extremely grateful to all those friends, parents and alumni of the school who 
have enabled KEGS to have the facilities that it now has.  I would be delighted to hear from anybody interested 
in exploring future possibilities or ways to assist the school.   

I wish all readers a good 2022!  With best wishes to all, Tom Carter.   

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 

Following reproduction in the April 2021 newsletter of the postcard of 
the School overwritten by Claude C Abbott, silver medallist in 1906, 
and the subsequent news in the July issue from Australia that Michael 
Wood (1982-1989) had spotted his actual silver medal for sale on eBay 
we were delighted to read in a recent School newsletter that Stephen 
Abbott, the son and nephew of two of KEG’s Edwardian-era school 
captains, had been a recent visitor to the School.  

“Stephen’s father was H H Abbott, school captain in 1908, and his 
uncle was C C Abbott, school captain in 1906. Stephen very generously 
presented Mr Carter with his father’s silver medal as a gift to the school 
- silver medals are awarded to all school captains and deputies at the 
end of their terms of office and it is a great honour to receive one back! 
Earlier this year, and quite by chance, we had acquired an old postcard 
of the school which had been sent by C C Abbott to a friend in France 
in 1905. Stephen was fascinated to see this and it is quite extraordinary 
to have had two completely unrelated connections to a family who were 
at KEGS over 110 years ago!”  

WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT 
 

Alex Dowsett’s attempt to regain the UCI hour record, regarded as one of the most brutal challenges in sport, 
sadly ended in failure on Wednesday November 3rd in Mexico.   Alex, who attended KEGs from 2000-2007 

and had previously held the record for 35 days in 2015 before Bradley 
Wiggins broke it, rode 54.555km over the hour at the velodrome in 
Aguascalientes but never really looked like threatening Victor 
Campenaerts’ benchmark of 55.089km.  The hour record should have 
been attempted in Manchester in 2020 but Covid had intervened and 
despite spending a week in Mexico in an attempt to help acclimatise to 
the conditions at the venue where the Belgian set the record in April 2019  
Alex found himself just over two seconds off record pace after 14km and 
could not pull himself back into contention.  Alex has a remarkable 
personal story and is keen to let others know that haemophilia has not 
prevented him from carving out a successful career in the unforgiving 
world of professional cycling and says he rode the record to raise 

awareness and money for haemophilia charities and hoped that his attempt would give fresh momentum to 
the Little Bleeders charity he started in 2016. The aim is to encourage the 3,000 young people who were born 
with the rare condition in Britain to understand that haemophilia should not limit their ambitions”. 
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FROM OUR POSTBAG 

 
Graham (Merv) Baker, 1963-70, wrote:-  I wonder if you would consider publishing the attached in a future 
edition of the newsletter?  I am determined to raise awareness of Brain Tumours and the excellent work 
undertaken by the Brain Tumour Charity, and I hoped the Old Chelmsfordians might be able to support me 
in this. 
 
“It's a long time since I was in touch with the OCs, and I apologise now that I'm only doing so in search of 
some support.     Carol, my wife of 40 years, passed away two and a half years ago. I'm pretty sure very few 
of you knew her, or indeed even remember me. (And to those that do remember me I apologise for whatever 
wrongs I may have done you.) 

 
Carol was diagnosed with a brain tumour just 9 short months before she passed away. No cancer is a good 
cancer, but a brain tumour must be one of the worst. Carol's was a glioblastoma multiforme grade 4, centred 
on the speech area of her brain. To cut a long story short, conversation became increasingly challenging. 
Imagine that frustration when a word is on the tip of your tongue, but exaggerate it to the point where almost 
every word is lost, and you start to get a sense of the difficulty. Then consider that, but in the context of coming 
to terms with a terminal prognosis and you perhaps begin to understand the emotional distress. Add to that the 
progressive physical decline, pain and dependency. Truly awful. 

 

Treatment is fairly barbaric. An awake craniotomy, where the surgeon attempts to separate the diseased tissue 
from the still healthy (it spreads like an octopus’ tentacles and the diseased and healthy tissue looks the same). 
Hence the operation is done with the patient awake so that they can prod the brain and assess the impact to 
avoid removing healthy tissue. Any cancerous tissue left behind will continue to grow. So, it’s an impossible 
balancing act. Agreeing to that procedure already exceeds the level of bravery I could have mustered. In any 
event that operation, followed by chemotherapy and radiotherapy, was the only real way forward. 

 
The Brain Tumour Charity have recently made some significant discoveries which will hopefully enable less 
invasive treatment which is hoped will improve not just the length of sufferer’s lives, but more importantly 
the quality of that life. They rely on donations to fund their research. 

 

As I have mentioned Carol struggled with conversation after her diagnosis, to the extent that as things 
progressed any conversation in her hearing was distressing. Therefore, much of what I might have said went 
unspoken. I took to writing down my thoughts and feelings because bottling them up was too painful. 

 
I have now taken the probably foolish decision to publish those assembled pieces of writing, on Kindle, under 
the title 'The Words You Never Heard'. It traces the journey from husband to carer to widower, and readers 
have told me that much of the content is relevant to most carers as well as those dealing with bereavement. I 
wanted the book to be free but Kindle set a minimum price of 77p (although you can avoid that by reading it 
for free on Kindle Unlimited on a free trial.)              Instead of a purchase price my hope is that readers may 
donate to my Just Giving page: bit.ly/3bRcci5 and donations on that page go direct to the charity, as will any 
royalties I do receive. 

 

Please take a look, and share with friends and family. I'm not expecting a best seller, but I do hope we can 
raise some much-needed funds for the charity.  If you would like to take a look at the book simply search for 
‘The Words You Never Heard’ on Amazon’s Kindle page.    Of course, if you can't face the book, you can 
still donate direct to that Just Giving page.  
 

Thank you in anticipation on behalf of the charity and myself. And Carol. Perhaps most importantly thank 
you on behalf of future sufferers who might enjoy a better outcome”.     
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CORPS OF DRUMS 

Stephen Foakes, 1961-1967, sent us a series of photos of the Corps of Drums from the late 1950s and early 
1960s which had been lent to him by Diana Angel who had been married to David Michael Angel (known as 
Mike) who sadly died in 2016 just after their golden wedding anniversary. He had studied Metallurgy at 
Brunel University and then gone on to work for Fords. 

Both Mike and his brother, James Clive Angel (known as Clive) went to 
KEGS (in 1954 and 1951 respectively) and were both members of the Corps 
of Drums. Mike was a drummer and Clive a bugler before becoming Drum 
Major and he went on to become a maths teacher and now lives in the 
Darlington area. 

 
Our photos show Drummer Michael (left) and brother Colin leading the Corps through Chelmsford in 1957. 
 

 
This photo from 1956 is of members of the Corps attending the Remembrance Day parade in the town and it 
is interesting to see just how well attended both this and the Chelmsford Carnival in 1959 were. 
                                                                                                                                                                         
Stephen, whose grandson has recently joined the Corps of Drums, has involved himself and his wife in helping 
the School with the care and maintenance of the existing uniforms and equipment and has secured funding 
through the Foundation Governors for a number of new uniforms and a supply of boots for the bandsmen.  
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THIS AND THAT 
 
Peter Watson, who joined the School in 1949 wrote that Colin Wright was in the same year as himself and 
he had often wondered what career path had been taken by Colin, a brilliant academic, after school.  Having 
mentioned this to another contemporary, Lord Fowler, Norman had suggested that, from his memory, Colin 
had become a professor in Canada and had written a number of books. We were able to put Peter and Colin 
in touch again with Colin adding ‘I came to Canada, where I taught Russian language and literature for 35 
years, retiring in 1999, since when I've been writing my own books. See my website, which you should be 
able to find on line:  http://www.acolinwright.ca or http//: www.authorsden.com/ acolinwright.’ 
 
Ian Hennessey (1967-1973) wrote “some while back, you and I discussed old boy John Kemp, who I knew 
from my time in Swaziland.  A little later, you told me you had been able to confirm that John had passed 

away quite a few years ago but that you 
had received correspondence from his 
daughter, Sarah-Jane, who I remember 
from the Swaziland days as a lively 
teenager with big, BIG hair! 
I realise that Data Protection would stop 
you from giving me Sarah-Jane's email 
address but it would be a kindness if you 
would forward her this message as I am 
sure she and her mother would love to 
see the picture below which was sent to 
me by Gill Greenwood (who they should 
recall).  This was taken at a bowls match, 
possibly in 1986, with myself on the left 
and John on the right.   
Having done so we subsequently heard 
from Sarah-Jane:-  

“Thank you so much for your emails! Such a lovely surprise getting this mail and the photo.  My dad certainly 
did love his game of bowls, and travelled the world playing in competitions, whilst representing Swaziland.  I 
don’t remember my hair being that big! but I do have a lot of my dad’s old bowling photos and will take a 
look to see if I see Ian in any of them.”  
 
Stuart Easton, 1996-2003, wrote with this enquiry:-  “I just wondered if there was any appetite or anything 
already in place for some golf amongst Old Chelmsfordians?     As a recent returnee to the game (I used to 
play at KEGS but sadly there was never a team!) and have had a look through the site but couldn't find 
anything.   If there were enough members we could have a fundraiser or just play a round or two as a way of 
meeting up with each other.” 
 
We did have a golfing society for some years which for various reasons was discontinued so if anyone is 
interested, please get in touch and I will pass the information on to Stuart.  
 
John Spackman, 1959-1963, wrote to say that he had recently unearthed his receipt, number 117, dated 30th 
December 1964 and signed by Les Appleton, for six guineas for Life Membership of the Association.   He 
also had to hand a 1969 copy of the OCA rules which stated that “the minimum annual subscription shall be 
10s and 6d payable in advance although members may compound for their annual subscription by paying a 
single life membership of £6.6shillings of which £6 shall be put into a Life Members’ Fund”.   
The Treasurer is obviously still attending to this as the Life Members Fund at 30/09/21 stood at £22,312! 
 
We also received a copy of the School Rules which had been kept safely since 1957 by Rodney Bass whose 
memorial service was finally held on November 9th at Chelmsford Cathedral after his death in July 2020.  
It would be interesting to know how many of these rules apply today, whether (4) e-scooters are allowed and 
whether (9) ipads and other electronic teaching aids have to be covered!  
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FOLLOWING ON FROM OUR LAST ISSUE 
 
Nigel Stuckey, 1958-1964, wrote from France following receipt of the October newsletter which he suggests 
“was eagerly scanned, as is every issue, to see if I recognise any names or faces therein!   The name 
Castledine provoked in me an instant recognition and I would have been one of many boys he taught in the 
early 60s. A bearded man, if I remember correctly (?), and skilled enough to guide me successfully through 
the syllabus of the only science I ever enjoyed!!  
  
Life remains good here after 3 covid jabs and the annual anti-flu variety is on the way! We still need to wear 
face masks in shops and in getting to restaurant tables, but that is reassuring as far as I am concerned. 
Relaxation may come in mid-November, but I am not aware of any announcements to that effect and the whole 
French approach seems more cautious than that on the other side of La Manche. 
  
We don’t often stray great distances from home these days due to the pandemic, but there seem to be markedly 
fewer tourists around this year. It’s Dutch number plates we see the most and a few British, but most are likely 
to belong to those foreign nationals who own local French properties. Since the “wonderful” Brexit, visitors 
(including second home owners) are now restricted to 90 days holiday here per year, and that of course isn’t 
popular with many of those who used to spend the warmer months over here!” 
 
We were also pleased to hear from Martin Beagles who has lived in Spain since 1984 and who suggests  
that “I occasionally feel the urge to write something for you, and may eventually get around to doing so, but 
it would only be of interest to a few old cricketers. I could, for example, write an account from memory of the 
famous (to us) 1981 game between the School and the President's XI* which finished with the scores level; 
or take the opportunity to stake my claim to being, as far as I know, the only OC to play "full" international 
cricket (for Spain), back in 1992...” 
 
*Our records show that in this match, when Maurice McNally was President, Martin scored 34 for the School 
and bowled the OCs opener Peter Barham for 4.  Chris Flint and Dave Salmon were only able to score one 
off the last ball to leave the scores level at 202 each and a decision as to whether this was a draw or a tie is 
still pending!   
 
John Barton (1960-1964) from Australia was interested in his mention in the contribution from David 
Collins in Thailand and hoped to be in touch with him. 
 
David himself responded to his ‘honourable mention’ in the October newsletter although he was ‘fairly 
certain that there will be very, very, few people who will remember my sojourn at KEGS since I spent the 
vast majority of the time well under the radar, a textbook nerd!  I am guessing the “Sparky” Hale you 
referred to was W.(Bill?)  Hale who I/my family knew very well since he lived directly opposite us and was 
a close friend of my dad…Small World.    I have another colleague whose post-KEGS career I am interested 
in and whom I have never seen mentioned in the Newsletter over the years, namely Martin Osbourne. I 
think he departed to either Imperial College or Cambridge at the same time I left for Nottingham. I spent 
many happy hours playing chess with him after school in the 6/7th forms before, from memory, dashing off 
to Boots to rent another book from their quaint upstairs Library. He was naturally gifted in the Sciences 
unlike myself who relied on swotting.    I do still have many back copies of the OCA newsletter which are 
scattered within the masses of books/documents/journals I brought from the UK and have added to during 
my career including correspondence from the [UK] Society for Applied Microbiology of which I am a Life 
member, not due to any startling research contributions from myself but more appreciation of my having 
maintained a subscription for about 50 years!”  
 
Peter Cash is one who does recall David from School and was pleased to read the article and see the photo 
of 1a in 1957 although he seemed to remember David as being a Paul! 
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200 CLUB/DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Following the Christmas Draw at the club in December we also got up to date with the 200 Club by drawing 
the winners for the last three quarters. 

1st place winners of £250.00 each were Colin Dines, Peter Woodward and Carl Lodge                                
2nd place winners of £100.00 were Richard Everitt, Nick Ward and Malcolm Tippett with                          

3rd place winners of £50.00 being Danny Ford, Clive Walby and Mark Bailey.    

To complete the year, Mark Allison drew the winners from the Development Fund at the December 
committee meeting with Damien Lee topping the winnings with £110.00 whilst Andy Lee won £105.00 and 

Mark himself, (after some scrutiny), taking £85.00. Chris Flint and Carl Lodge (again) won £80.00 with 
John Watts, £70.00. Rob Terry, Alec McNeill, Mark Bowerman, Nick Wright and Peter Cash won £55.00 

each with Brian Terry and Peter Gillott Jnr, £30.00.   George Heseltine, Adrian Raison, Simon Moore, Andy 
Bell, Andy Cook, Alan Ball, Eileen Terry and Gerry McCabe took £25.00 each whilst Paul Taylor, Dave 

Kitchiner, Tom Iliffe, Alan Friend and Ben Sanders rounded off proceedings with £15.00 each.     

For more information regarding the 200 Club please contact the organiser, Adam Dessouki, 
at adamdessouki@gmail.com or regarding our other fundraiser, the Development Fund, contact Mark 

Allison at mark.allison@pinnacle-psg.com. 
 

 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

 
We have recently heard from Peter Murray, a contemporary of 200 Club winner, Richard Everitt, in the 
1975-1982 year group and Chris Billimore (1970-1975) asking to be added to the email newsletter listings. 
Chris was house captain of Holland in 74/75 whilst his schoolfriend Keith Hough was house captain of Strutt.    
 
Peter Barham, also mentioned earlier as bowled out for 4, has also suggested a change to the online version 
of the newsletter and Bryan Reeve, having now retired, has updated his email address. Bryan, along with 
David Butt and Jimmy Simpson was part of the architectural team of Butt, Reeve and Simpson who in the 
past did a lot of the design work for additions and alterations to our Lawford Lane premises.   

Timothy Wayne-Wright (1994-2001) has emigrated to New Zealand with his family and has requested his 
newsletter on line.  

COFFEE MORNINGS 

Coffee mornings have recommenced but regrettably with reduced numbers.  The first December gathering for 
two years saw just eight in attendance for the Fish and Chips lunch compared to the 19 we catered for in 2019  
That said, a number of absentees were noted and a pleasant morning was spent which made it worthwhile. 
 
We will continue to meet and would welcome any younger retired members who can spare a couple of hours 
from 10am to noon on the third Thursday of the month.  Further information is available from Ted Caton on 
01245 256790 or at ted@hausgisela.plus.com 
 

OBITUARIES 
 

Over the last few months, we have sadly lost several members including two very prominent Chelmsfordians, 
Selwyn Wheeler and Peter Anstee, who were also very much Old Chelmsfordians and a part of the Lawford 
Lane family. 
 
Selwyn was at School from 1940-1947 and by his own admission did not excel academically – suggesting 
that this was possibly because he was more interested in what was happening up the road at the Girls’ High 
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School than the subjects being taught in his own classroom!  He was however captain of football and tennis, 
vice-captain of cricket, a full prefect and vice-captain of the School and a very proud house captain of Strutt.  
 
Having spent his first year at Southampton University studying humanities, Selwyn left to do his National 
Service, with the intention of returning to his studies but subsequently decided a teaching career was not for 
him and instead applied for a job with HM Customs and Excise.  That was in 1951 and he completed 30 years 
with them in postings in London and throughout the South East.   Following a family move to Scotland he 
joined the Overseas Development Agency in East Kilbride which saw him regularly visiting many of the 
Commonwealth countries whilst making arrangements under the local treaty provisions for overseas 
pensioners – a far cry from the East End of London and the Essex Marshes!   
 
His final year with the ODA, before retiring in 1989, was spent as the senior Government Representative in 
Providentiales, the largest of the Turks and Caicos Islands, and this became a twenty-four-hour-day job, 
running the island by day and attending frequent cocktail parties in the evenings - not a bad thing to have to 
do!  
 

Selwyn returned to the family home in Great Baddow 
after his wife Ann’s death in 1995 to catch up with old 
friends and to pursue his interest in cricket, watching 
Essex at the County Ground and maintaining his interest 
in his old School and the Association and as a regular 
attendee at our Annual Dinners and the monthly coffee 
mornings.   
 
He very soon met up again with Elaine, the sister of  
Kenneth Ackrill, one of his primary school friends from 
Moulsham Juniors, who was herself now widowed and in 
2000 they were one of the first couples to be married at 
the newly renovated Hylands House.     
 
The very dapper and ginger haired Selwyn as a schoolboy 

might have lost his hair colour over the years but had otherwise aged well and always retained that dapper 
look, decked out in his OCA Blazer and Tie regardless of the occasion.   
 
As he himself said “To sum it all up, Life has been good to me.  I enjoyed School, I enjoyed work, and I am 
continuing to enjoy my retirement – What more could anyone want?”    
 
To his family and many friends perhaps a slightly longer innings would have been good - out for 92 is always 
disappointing for a cricketer!   He will be missed by us all.    
 
Peter Anstee was at KEGs from 1948-1953 and having been awarded his colours at School was proud to have 
played cricket for the OCs alongside the likes of Sid Daniels, Brian Butcher, Ian Smeaton, Peter Robinson, 
Geoff Rison, Ken Brewer and David Salmon, all of whom he respected as fine cricketers.  He also played 
football for the OCs 1st XI in 1954 and 1955 before national service in northern Germany with the 4th 
Regiment Royal Horse Artillery and Peter suggested that his 20 months at the Hohne Barracks close to 
Luneburgh Heath revolved around cricket in the summer with fixtures against other regiments throughout 
West Germany and football during the winter for the regiment team which won the RA Cup and whilst playing 
as part of the UK Regiment team winning the UK version of the RA Cup at Woolwich Barracks.  
 
On his return in 1958 he continued playing football for the OCs but joined the Chelmsford Cricket Club who 
at the time could offer him a higher standard of competition and he played on for both clubs for many years 
until the ‘knees gave out’.  He represented the Club Cricket Conference on several occasions and was a 
member of the Gents of Essex side playing for the Essex Over 50s in the national competition in a team 
skippered by Brian ‘Tonker’ Taylor, a former Essex captain and England player.    
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He was a Past President of both the Chelmsford Cricket Club and in 1989, 
the Old Chelmsfordians Association.  
 
Peter started his working career in estate agency as a junior with Walter J 
Slipper in Duke Street which a few months later was bought by Roy 
Cooper Hirst.  After national service Peter re-joined Cooper Hirst for three 
years before moving on to Alfred Darby and Co and was with them for 5 
years before Jim Balch offered him the manager’s job at Balch and Balch. 
He stayed with them for twenty years until 1991 when he set up his own 
business which he successfully ran for sixteen years before finally retiring.  
In all these 50 years working with these iconic Chelmsford companies, Peter was highly respected and his 
services were in much demand from his many friends and colleagues from the OCs, Chelmsford Cricket Club 
and Chelmsford Golf Club wishing to buy or sell their properties through him.  Indeed, until quite recently we 
were still being asked for Peter’s contact details as previous clients still wanted to seek his advice.   
 
Peter was a great family man, married to Pat and father to Sarah and Louise and was immensely proud of the 
achievements of his late cousin, Dame Margaret Joan Anstee, DCMG, who had been the first lady honoured 
with the position of Under Secretary General of the United Nations.  Having attended various gatherings in 
London to mark her life and work he subsequently arranged for a Blue Plaque to be erected at the Writtle 
Parish offices in her honour and this was unveiled by Lord Petre of Ingatestone Hall.  
 
Having rubbed shoulders with Ambassadors, Diplomats and many other Titled People at these London 
gatherings, Peter confessed to being more than a little disappointed that Nigel Fanshawe was not still alive to 
see that after 80 years, and though through association with his more famous cousin, he had finally reached 
new heights, way above his former head’s expectations!    
 
Like Selwyn, Peter will be sorely missed by all who welcomed his presence and good company and especially 
by those he joined around the Sunday Bar at Lawford Lane. 

 
Roger “Prof” Leigh (1938-2021) 

 
Mick Leigh writes “My brother Roger died at his home in Brussels on 9th November. He was 83 and had been 

suffering with dementia for a number of years.   
 
Roger joined KEGS in September 1949 from Trinity Road Primary 
School by which time his academic prowess had already secured him 
the nickname of “Prof”.  He loved the grammar school and flourished.  
By the time he left in 1955 he was Head Boy and House Captain of 
Tindal and had:  
 colours for football and hockey 

 achieved the rank of RSM in the cadet corps 

 been awarded a state scholarship to study at university 

 been awarded a travelling scholarship for getting the best A level 
results in Essex 

 been awarded an Exhibition to study maths at Gonville and Caius 
College, Cambridge 

 been awarded the Cramphorn silver medal for excellence 
 

Whilst at the school, Roger also became a very keen member of the 
12th Chelmsford Sea Scouts, based on the river Chelmer near 
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Springfield Mill.  There he learnt to swim, canoe, sail and camp and later to go with friends on walking and 
climbing expeditions; activities he continued throughout his life. 

His success continued at Cambridge, where in addition to his studies, he became Chairman of the University 
Labour Club. On graduating he stayed on at Cambridge for a further 
year to do teacher training and then moved to Geneva to teach at the 
College du Leman, where he met his future wife Julia Walker.  They 
returned to England and married in December 1963. 
Into the 60s, Roger taught for two years back at KEGS before moving 
to Great Baddow Comprehensive as Head of Maths and Sixth Form. 
He also studied part-time at Birkbeck College and got a starred MSc 
in Computer Science. 
The next steps were assumed to be deputy headship and headship but 
Roger didn’t want to be an administrator and run a school, he wanted 
to remain in the classroom and teach maths. This was his interest and 
motivation and in 1976 he and the family moved to Brussels when he 
was appointed to teach at the European School in Uccle. He remained 
at the school until his retirement in 1998. 
 
After retirement, he taught privately and continued to wind-surf and 
sail up on the Dutch coast and to run.  In 2011, at 73, he ran a fast for 
age time in the London Marathon of 4 hours 46 minutes 10 seconds 
and planned to take up his guaranteed place in 2012 but the onset of 
his health issues prevented him from doing so.   
 
Roger is survived by Julia, children Tanya and Sigi, and grandchildren Ines, Adam, Georgia and Eliza”. 
 
Steve Little informed us of the death of Nigel Ottley and sent this tribute:- 
 
 ‘Nigel Ottley, who attended the school from 1960-67, sadly passed away after a long battle with cancer in 
November. Nigel or ‘Otter’ as he was more commonly known lived at first on the Woodhall Estate before 
moving to Chignal Road. After Kings Road School, KEGS offered him the opportunity to achieve a high 
number of O-levels and a two A-levels including a distinction in one subject. This gave him a place at 
Southampton University to read Law. There he met Liz and they married in 1971 just as they set out on the 
careers which saw ‘Otter’ rise to become Senior Partner in a Winchester Law firm. He and Liz stayed in 
Hampshire with their two sons where ‘Otter’ ran youth football teams, played cricket, bowls, became involved 
in local Am Dram before a long stint at Citizen’s Advice. No mean sportsman himself he represented KEGS 
at football, cricket, hockey, athletics and tennis as well as for a short time Strutt House Captain. Nigel was a 
good friend with an engaging personality who was part of the active Class of 1960 group that continue to meet 
up regularly.’ 
 

Peter Seabrook 

Peter Seabrook who attended KEGs between 1947 and 1952 before going on to Writtle College to study 
horticulture has died at the age of 86. He began his career in the 50s, with his values instilled from a 
background in farming and national service and worked initially for the seed merchants and nurserymen, 
Cramphorn.   However, his real success came when he moved into journalism and broadcasting at the same 
time that garden centres were starting to sell plants all year round in containers and he helped bring gardening 
to millions of people through his columns in both trade and national newspapers and through TV appearances 
on gardening programmes such as the BBC’s Gardeners World.   

He was an ever-present at the RHS Chelsea flower show from 1952 onwards and, after starting work at the 
tabloid in 1977, presented the Sun gardens there, grown by schoolchildren and bursting with new plant 
varieties 



 12 

Following his wife Margaret’s death in 2020 of Covid-19 he launched a plant, Verbena “Margaret’s Memory”, 
to raise money for the Alzheimer’s Society and this pale 
pink perennial was planted at RHS Garden Hyde Hall, 
near his home in Chelmsford, where he created the Floral 
Fantasia bedding plant displays.  Her death also led him 
to write a heartfelt plea to the government asking for the 
reopening of garden centres during lockdown for the good 
of the nation’s mental health.   

He was seen worldwide as the archetypal English old-
school gardener, and was much loved for it.  He was 
appointed MBE in 2005 and was the only person to hold 
the RHS’s top three awards, the Victoria medal of honour 
(awarded in 2003), Associate of Honour and Harlow Carr 
medal. 

We have also recently learned of the deaths of Richard Appleton, Les Jamieson, 1962-1969, Janet 
Richmond, wife of OC stalwart Ricky and Edna Morgan, wife of OC Peter ‘Taffy’ Morgan and mother of 
Edward who also attended the School.  To the families of all, our condolences. 

 
CRICKETING TIMES 

 
In our tribute above to Peter Anstee he had mentioned playing alongside some notable cricketers and several 
of these are pictured in this photo 
recently received from Brian 
Butcher and which, because of his 
‘guards-style’ haircut, Brian thinks 
was possibly 1947 or 1948.  Brian 
himself is pictured standing 2nd in 
from the left in the back row, Ken 
Brewer is seated extreme left in 
the front and Ian Smeaton is seated 
third in from the right.  Amongst 
others in the photo are Harold 
Glynn standing in front of Brian, 
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George Golding in the blazer 2nd in from the right in the back row with Mr Powley, the Westfields master 
to his right.  
 
Peter himself would have also recognised 
this photo of Nigel Fanshawe which we 
think would have been one of his first 
visits to Newfields on joining the School 
in 1949.   The head would undoubtedly 
have enjoyed the result of this match as 
having themselves scored 121 the School 
reduced the Old Boys to 37 all out!   
Also in this picture is Teddy Barnes 
standing in front of the tree and his 
daughter Sue suggests that “it is a young 
Harold Glynn in whites next to the Head 
and that the ‘cool guy’ in the shades, to 
Dad's right, is probably Laurie Osbon, or "Uncle Ossie" as we called him as kids!    He was very tall, so if it 
is him, he may be perched on something. He was best man at my parents' wedding in 1951”.  
 
In the photo above of the 1949 teams are Arthur Poney standing alongside the umpire on the left, Selwyn 
Wheeler centre back and Harold Glynn two to the right of him.  
 
We are indeed grateful to Brian for receipt of these photos which show so many of the members who helped  
rebuild the Association after the war and who were instrumental in raising the monies to acquire the Memorial 
Sportsground that we have at Lawford Lane today.  These of course included Bill Firmin seen serving teas in 
his blazer below with Eddie Gardner looking on whilst Monica Gardner seated in the deckchair extreme right 
and Margaret Barnes to her left on the end of the second row enjoyed watching the match with the ladies.   

 
 FOOTBALL 

 
Something of a strange season to date with some Covid interruptions and the smaller leagues leading to 

several ‘No Fixture’ match days and a break over the Christmas/New Year period.   Results to date:- 
 
Saturday Ist XI  Essex Olympian League Senior Div 1     2nd XI Essex Olympian League Senior Div 4 
 
23/10/21    Home     Runwell Sports         Won 2-1                   
30/10/21    Home     Snaresbrook              Won 2-0                Away     Shenfield AFC Res            Lost 2-0                  
06/11/21    Home     Corinthians               Drew 1-1              Away     Leytonstone United           Won 7-4** 
13/11/21    Home     Herongate Athletic    Won 5-1                Away     Sungate Development       Won 5-2   
20/11/21    Away     Snaresbrook               Lost 5-1                Home    Chingford Athletic Res      Won 4-3 
27/11/21    Away     Leigh Town               Won 5-2                Home    Wormingford Wanderers   Lost 1-0** 
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04/12/21    Away     Epping Town             Won 3-2               Home    Canning Town Res.            Won 3-2 
11/12/21          Home    Wakering Sports                 Won 3-0 
15/01/22    Home     Galleywood               Lost 4-2*               Away     Roydon                             Drew 1-1 
22/01/22        Home     Springfield Res                   Won 3-0 
                                         
All League matches other than *League Cup and **Essex Junior Cup 
 
Current League Position 6th of 11                                           Current League Position 5th of 12 
P 14, W 7, D 3, L 4, GF 33 GA 31, Pts 24                               P 14, W 8, D 2, L 4, GF 36 GA 30, Points 26  
 
Saturday 3rd XI  Mid Essex League Division 1                   4th XI Mid Essex League Division 5   
 
23/10/21   Home    Stock United             Drew 1-1 
30/10/21   Home    Fleet FC First              Lost 4-2                  Away     South Cestos FC         Won 6-3 
06/11/21   Home    Laindon Republic       Won 3-1 
13/11/21   Away    Beacon Hill Rovers     Won 2-0                 Home     Great Baddow FC        Lost 3-2 
20/11/21   Away    Basildon Wanderers    Won 7-3                 Home     Great Bradfords           Won 3-2 
27/11/21   Home    Brentwood Athletic     Won 2-1                 Away     Durning FC                  Won 1-0 
04/12/21   Away    Rayleigh Town            Won 1-0* 
11/12/21          Home     Silver End United        Won 3-2 
15/01/22   Home    Basildon Wanderers     Lost 1-0 
22/01/22   Away    Stock United                 Lost 3-1 
                                                           
All League matches other than *David Strachan Cup 
 
Current League Position 5th of 9                                           Current League Position 2nd of 9 
P10, Won 3, Drawn 2, Lost 5, GD -6, Pts 11                         P8, Won 6, Drawn 0, Lost 2, GD +5, Points 18  
 
Saturday Vets Essex Veterans League Premier Division                             Over 45s Division 1 East 
 
13/11/21    Home    Parsloe Athletic                Won 2-1 
20/11/21    Away    Blackmore                        Drew 0-0 
27/11/21    Away   Atletico Trotters                 Lost 4-0            Away      Ford Basildon                  Drew 2-2 
04/12/21           Away      Pavilion United                Won 3-1 
11/12/21           Home      Sporting Club Woodham Won 3-1 
18/12/21    Home   Hutton Old Boys               Won 4-1 
08/01/22    Home   Writtle                          Abandoned              Away      Basildon Town                Won 4-2 
15/01/22            Home     Chelmer                           Won 3-1 
22/01/22    Home   Blackmore                        Drew 1-1 
 
All League matches 
 
Current League Position 3rd  of 8                                           Current League Position 1st of  8 
P 6, W 2, D 3, L 1, GF 9 GA 9, Pts 9                                      P 8, W 7, D 1, L 0, GF 23 GA 11, Points 22  
 
 
Sunday 1st XI   Chelmsford Sunday League   (Championship Pool B)   Division 1 
 
17/10/21    Home      Bocas Jogabonito     Won 3-0        ECFA Sunday Premier Cup 
24/10/21    Away      Atletico Maldon      Drew 2-2      Championship Pool B 
31/10/21    Away      Hatfield Peveral        Won 2-1       John Coward Challenge Cup 
15/11/21    Away      Woodham Athletic   Won 4-2         Home Walkover     Division 1 
15/11/21    Away      Priory Sports   Home Walkover      Home Lost 6-1       Division 1 
21/11/21    Home      Corinthians     Home Walkover       ECFA Sunday Premier Cup 
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28/11/21    Home      Sparta Broomfield      Lost 3-2        John Coward Challenge Cup 
05/12/21    Away      Bridge Street Hearts    Away Walkover       Division 1 
19/12/21    Home      Writtle                       Won 4-2                      Division 1    
09/01/22    Away       Kulture Klub             Lost 4-3           ECFA Sunday Premier Cup 
16/01/22    Away       Bridge Street Hearts Won 3-0           Division 1 League Cup 
 
Current Position Pool B 4th of 5                                    Current League Position 2nd  of 8 
P 8, W 3, D 1, L 4, GF 14 GA 24, Pts 9* (Adj)               P 6 W 4 D 0 L 2 GF 9 GA 10,   Pts 11* (Adj)   
 
Blackwater and Dengie Youth Football League    Under 18 Division 1 
 
31/10/21    Away     Maldon and Tiptree    Lost 4-2 
07/11/21    Away     Hannakins Farm         Won 2-1   
14/11/21    Home     Galleywood Youth     Won 4-1 
21/11/21    Away     Galleywood Youth      Lost 2-1 
28/11/21    Home     Coggeshall Town       Abandoned 
05/12/21    Home     Springfield Youth       Lost 4-3 League Cup 
23/01/22    Home     Springfield Youth       Lost 5-1 
 
Current League Position 7th of 12 
P9, Won 5, Drawn 0, Lost 4, GD +1, Pts 15    
 

TENNIS 
 
The section chairman, Jane Gray, writes with their news;- 
 
Our teams in the winter leagues are making good progress and I’m pleased to report that Covid postponements 
have been pretty rare. The Thursday morning social doubles has been a casualty of the colder weather but we 
hope to bring it back in the spring. 
 
Our Junior coaching groups after school every day are very well attended and it’s great to see so many young 
people taking up the sport. Our membership year runs from 1st April so if you’re thinking about returning to 
the sport or taking it up for the first time, please visit our website www.chelmsfordianstennis.co.uk for 
membership details. 
 

CRICKET 
 

Although we are in the grip of a cold snap, it is nearing the time for many of us to retrieve the cricket kit from 
storage, writes Baz Bowerman. 
 
February sees the beginning of our indoor net sessions, which begin on the 24th at the KEGS indoor sports 
hall facility. We are there for eight weeks and, once we finish the indoor nets, we will be nearly into May and 
the start of playing outdoors.  
 
I am pleased to report that for this coming season we have added another league team to our ranks. Updates 
on how they and our other teams fare will appear in future editions of this newsletter. 

 
TABLE TENNIS 

 
Chelmsford District Table Tennis League – 2021/22 Season 
 
We are just past the half-way point in the 21/22 season and the fortunes of the six teams we have in the League, 
across all five senior divisions, are summarised below. 
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In Division 1 our A team sit 7th out of 9 and are 4 points clear of the relegation places. With recent new 
signings Mark Mulley and his brother Matthew, together with the returning Peter Hayden, the overall squad 
should be more than strong enough to retain their Division 1 status. With 11 wins from 12 games, Mark Mulley 
has started his OCA career strongly and brother Mark is currently undefeated in the 6 games he has played. 
Stalwart and A Team Captain Terry Dowsett has achieved a win rate of 45.83% (11 wins from 24 games). 
 
Our two representative teams in Division 2 currently sit just above the relegation zone. The B Team are 7th 
of 10 and the C Team 8th of 10 with 44 and 43 points respectively. The teams currently occupying the 
relegation zone have 42 and 39 points so this is going to be a close battle to stay up in the second half of the 
season. For the B Team, Kevin Worthington (67%) and Gareth Joice (54%) have both performed well so far. 
The C Team have very much relied on Mick Richardson who currently has an impressive win rate of 77%. 
 
In Division 3, the D Team sit 6th of 10 on 45 points but they are only 7 points above the relegation zone so a 
strong second-half of the season is required. Top performers to date are Richard Baxter (76%) and Richard 
Upson (52%). 
 
Our E Team in Division 4 are comfortably in mid-table (5th of 9), 18 points short of the promotion places but 
19 points ahead of the relegation zone. Farooq Ahmed (81%) and David Newman (63%) have led the way in 
the first-half of the season. 
 
In Division 5 our F team currently occupy the second promotion spot with excellent performances from most 
of the squad. David Bishop (92%), Stuart Wintle (78%) and Suzanne Shaw (67%) have all won significantly 
more matches than they have lost. 
 
Practice Sessions  
 
Practice sessions take place every Tuesday and commence at 6 pm and will end at 7.20 pm if there are any 
home League matches commencing at 7.30 pm. 
 
New Players  
 
We are always looking to recruit players to supplement all of our teams. If you are interested in playing or 
know someone who may be, then contact David Porter by emailing DJPEssex@aol.com or phoning on 07885 
467935. 
 

AND FINALLY 

The date for the 2022 Annual Dinner has been set for Saturday March 26th. 

Please make a note of the date and direct any questions you might have regarding this to             
George Cristin-Marks at old_chelmsfordians@outlook.com. or the Secretary whose details are below. 

 
As always, thank you to everyone who has contributed to this issue and we look forward to hearing 
from others for the next which should be produced in April by which time, surely, it really will be 

‘business as normal!’ 
 

As always, any members wishing and willing to receive the newsletter by email or wanting to advise us 
of any change to either their home or email address should contact: - 

 
George Heseltine:   30 Trinity Road : Chelmsford : Essex : CM2 6HS  

Phone : 01245 265962  Email : heseltineuk@aol.com 
 


