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A DAY IN THE SUN 

 

 
  
The weather was perfect for the President’s Day cricket match against the School on Sunday July 1st and 
a full report will appear in the next newsletter. The official result was a draw but President, Chris Beach, 

wonders if his team had a lucky let off! 
 

THE HEADMASTER, TOM CARTER, WRITES 
 

The exam season at KEGS has now drawn to a close, and another wonderful cohort of young people are 
moving on to the next stage in life.  This year’s leavers certainly embody academic excellence – it’s been 
a record year of 30 Oxbridge offers – but they have also brought talent in all areas of the life of the school, 
and, in large measure, compassion and care for each other.  We wish them well for the future and for their 
results in August! 

The end of this term also brings a number of staff departures.  Mr Ham and Ms Campbell are both retiring 
after many years of service in Science.  Having gone part time this year, Mr Brewington now officially 
retires as well, after an extraordinary 37 years working at KEGS.  In addition, Mr Lawrence, who has done 
various spells teaching Economics part time, has now officially retired for the final time, and Mrs Ace has 
also decided to retire from her post as one of our two receptionists.  We are so grateful to all these colleagues 
who have given so much to KEGS – and I am sure those names will be known to many reading this 
newsletter. 
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As I wrote in the last newsletter, some of the highlights of the 2017/18 year at KEGS have included a 
wonderful production of Othello in March.  The Spring concert in April then saw the KEGS orchestra at its 
best, in a wonderful performance of Rachmaninoff’s second piano concerto, with Jamie Cochrane playing 
the solo part.  Jamie has recently gone on to win the Essex Young Musician of the Year award, and his 
playing will I know be remembered by all who were at the concert.  Following the victory of Holland in 
the overall House Competition (thanks to ruthless organisation, and no doubt excellent leadership), the new 
House Year is now well underway, and Sports Day on 23rd June saw Strutt come out on top overall. 

In the last few weeks of term I’ve had the pleasure of being at the OC’s to watch the school’s cricket first 
eleven take on the MCC (27th June) and the OC’s President’s eleven (1st July).  These are both lovely 
events, and a chance to have conversations with many friends and former pupils of the school.  Then, 
towards the end of term, various trips and expeditions are heading out, including the French and German 
exchanges and this year’s World Challenge teams. 

Looking forward just beyond that, the Sports Hall is now due for completion around the end of July.  The 
final amount of money raised has come in close to £600,000, which exceeds our target and means that we 
will be able to carry out all our plans for the new Science Lab and the Theatre.  We are extremely grateful 
to all supporters of the school, in whatever way this was possible for each person.  It would simply have 
been impossible to bring about the improvements we are doing without the involvement of many 
people.  We always welcome visits from OC’s, but we would particularly extend an invitation to the Sports 
Hall opening ceremony on the afternoon of Friday 28th September (approx. 2-4pm), to all those who have 
supported the appeal and would like to see what their generosity has enabled.  If you would like to attend 
this event, please email Lindsey Thompson on lthompson@kegs.org.uk 

We do at this time have one other request for help – are you a Quantity Surveyor, a Structural Engineer 
or an Architect, and if so, could you spare some time to help us?  Edward Turner, himself a pupil at the 
School from 1953-1958, has for many years served as a governor at KEGS and freely given his advice and 
direction to at least the last four major building projects (the Sports Hall, the Art Studios, the Cookery block 
and the Maths and Geography block). He has also overseen maintenance, renovation and adaptation of 
other areas of the school. His knowledge is encyclopaedic and he has saved the school a huge amount of 
money. At the end of this year he wishes to retire as a governor but is prepared to share his knowledge with 
his successor.  We are fortunate that KEGS has a variety of old and new buildings, many of which may 
have been part of your educational experience. The Governing Body would like to co-opt someone with a 
thorough knowledge of building structure, someone able to suggest the best way of undertaking both major 
and minor repairs and alterations to our heavily used site. You may not wish to be a full governor but be 
able to offer the specific skills needed. If you would like to discuss this further please contact Mary Turner, 
Chair of Governors. (Email: MTurner@kegs.org.uk) 

Thank you to all.                                                                                                        Tom Carter, Headmaster. 

As mentioned above it is hoped that those Old Chelmsfordians who have supported the 1551 appeal will 
be able to attend the opening and we have this invitation from Lindsey Thompson:- 
 
The Nigel Fanshawe Sports Hall is nearing completion and we are delighted to announce that it will be 
formally opened on Friday 28th September 2018 by the Patron to the Appeal, Lord Bourne, professional 
cyclist Alex Dowsett and Isabel Josey, daughter of Nigel Fanshawe. 
  
Everyone who contributed to the KEGS 1551 Appeal Fund is warmly invited to the Opening 
Ceremony.  The event will start with refreshments at 2pm, followed by the formal opening at 
2:45pm.  There will be tours of the new building and the opportunity to see it being used by students.  We 
also hope to be able to show guests the new Science Lab and Theatre.  The afternoon will end with tea and 
cakes and will finish by 4pm. 
  
We are very excited about the wonderful new facilities that the appeal has enabled, and extremely grateful 
for the generosity of all who have helped to make it happen – we very much hope that donors may be able 
to join us on 28th September, and that others who are interested will have a chance to see the Sports Hall 
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at a later date.  If you would like to attend, please email your acceptance to Lindsey Thompson 
at lthompson@kegs.org.uk by Friday 14th September 2018. 

 
The new building viewed from the tennis courts at the rear, and below the work in progress seen from 

Westfields.  As Colin Beeton suggests below, this may leave many OCs quite overwhelmed when they see 
it and start comparing this with their own gym facilities of the 1940s and 50s! 

 

 
 

However those members should also be delighted to learn that Harry Sweeting’s garage cum workshop 
cum storeroom is still standing on the far side of the field and will be preserved. 
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OTHER SCHOOL RELATED NEWS…… 

 
We have been delighted during the last month to have hosted the leaving party organised by the Science 
Department for Jean Campbell and Stephen Ham, the year 13 pupils’ leavers party to celebrate the end of 
their exams and finally the KEGs Staff summer party.  Some of the staff are pictured here enjoying the fine 
weather and facilities at the club and we also show Steve Brewington relaxing at the bar.  The Headmaster 
reports that Steve has been at the School for an amazing 37 years and he has been a member of the 
Association for that long too since arriving in Chelmsford.  
 

In the early days Steve, for some 
reason, seemed to 
spend an inordinate 
amount of time at the 
end of playing in a 
football match on the 
old ‘A’ and ‘B’ 

button payphone we had at the time in the foyer.  This was when 
BT were featuring a cartoon bird called ‘Buzby’ in their advertising 
with the catchphrase “Make someone happy”.   Harold Glynn duly 
nick-named Steve, ‘Buzby’, as a result and to many members he is 
still, and will always be known thus.  He has also made a lot of us 
happy and we wish him well in retirement and hope to see him, 
other members of staff and the boys back at Lawford Lane in the 
future.   

 
Over the last couple of 
years we have carried 
photos of John Aldridge 
(1960-1964) performing 
various duties as 
Chairman of the Essex 
County Council.  John’s 
term of office came to an 
end in May but not before 
he was able to host a 
reception at County Hall 
on April 26th for 100 
Cadets and their Officers 
from across the county 
including a contingent 
from KEGs.  
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The reception was to celebrate the outstanding contribution of the county’s 3,700 young people who serve 
in the sea, army, air and combined cadet forces.    
Our photo shows John and his wife Christine with The 
Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst, who 
also appointed her cadets for 2018/19 at the event and for 
the first time in the County’s history, a Combined Cadet 
Force cadet and a Sea cadet were chosen for this 
prestigious role. Also in attendance were The High 
Sheriff, Bryan Burrough, and James  Cleverly MP, the 
garrison commanders of Colchester and Carver whilst the 
KEGS contingent provided a bugler for the general salute.  
 
We are sure that even Colonel Stephen Foakes TD, DL, 
(1961-1967) would not begrudge the inclusion of this 
final photograph of the Chairman.   Despite the fact that 
he has appeared on the same stage as John on a couple 
occasions he suggested in a note to John after receipt of 
the April/May newsletter that with 4, possibly 5, 
appearances in this that perhaps future issues should be 
re-titled “The Aldridge Newsletter Featuring the OCA”! 

 
To even things up a little we have included a photo of Stephen, then a Corporal in the CCF, riding 

Goldflake  during KEGs Arduous and Adventurous Training at Postbridge, Dartmoor on 1967. 
 

…AND AGAIN WITH A ROYAL CONNECTION 
 

We were advised by Barbara Gray, Honorary Archivist at the School, that Brian Greatrex (1948-1955) 
was a recipient of this year’s Maundy Money. We understand the service was held at St. George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, on March 29th at which The Queen handed two purses - one white and one red - to 92 men and 92 
women, marking her 92nd birthday, which she will celebrate the following month.   
 
Barbara also tells us she has now finished the mammoth task of putting the old School address book onto a 
spreadsheet and is about to embark on collating this to see what's missing!  
  
 

FOLLOWING ON FROM OUR LAST ISSUES 
 

David Reade, soi4plus@gmail.com, has followed up his earlier correspondence and the subsequent reply 
to this by Keith Lakey:-   
 
Not having read every copy of the OCA Newsletter, I know not whether you have published such a 
description of life at KEGS or indeed whether you will. Anyway, here goes: - 
  
“After the minor controversy caused to Mr Keith Lakey by my letter about the late headmaster, I here record 
some of my impressions of life at KEGS during the years 1951-56. 
             
These years represented my ‘Dark Ages’ when I began to feel that I had been sent to Borstal instead of 
passing the entrance exam to a Grammar School; so much was I oppressed by petty rules, tyranny and 
particularly by ‘Tickets’ which in today’s parlance would be damned as a violation of human rights. It 
seemed fair in those days that a schoolmaster’s refusal to sign one of these stencilled pieces of paper could 
lead to corporal punishment if the recipient misbehaved, but this same punishment threatened boys who 
merely got their sums wrong. In the First Form when twelve years old I was given a ‘Ticket’ for that very 
reason. 
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‘How charged with punishments the scroll’, wrote W E Henley. 
 
As to the cane, I distinctly remember trembling outside the headmaster’s closed study door and hearing a 
few ominous thwacking noises from within. Suddenly the door opened and a boy hurriedly exited the 
chamber. At first, I thought he was laughing, but it soon became plain that he was in tears. What was his 
infraction? Was it another case of incorrect sums leading to an unsigned ‘Ticket’? 
 
Boys were intimidated into joining the Cadet Force (not compulsory, but refusal could incur parental 
opprobrium) which meant wearing hot and uncomfortable uniforms, being inspected at the school gate by 
‘RPs’ and subject to ‘Fatigues’ if one did not pass these weekly examinations of one’s belt and boots, angle 
of cap, et al. 
             
Saturday morning detentions were issued regularly, as was ‘Standing in the Pound’ - another degrading 
punishment which revulsion and lack of space prevent me from describing. Writing one hundred lines for 
being two minutes late was a frequent and no less exasperating operation.  
 
Only in my last two terms when masters had become wary of me, was I left alone and not constantly 
hectored. Thus, did my time at KEGS end peacefully, though previous suffering left an indelible impression 
on my formative years. An alumnus I knew opined he was lucky to get out of KEGS alive. Hyperbolic no 
doubt, but Fortiter ex Animo! 
  
‘You’re a fool,’ the headmaster admonished when I had the audacity to complain about ‘Tickets’ to him. 
‘You have wasted your time at this school!’ 
             
But I could have told him that his despotic system was my time-waster. Distrustful of authority and of a 
rebellious nature, how was I to thrive under the Orwellian atmosphere of threats and psychological 
oppression?               Surely all is different now?” 
  
Colin Beeton, 1938-1946, has written:-  
 
“Attending the Annual Dinner this year it seemed that numbers are, sadly, decreasing.  However, our latest 
excellent newsletter lists some good reasons from about twenty OCs for their absence.  It was also 
encouraging to see some 20 School pupils happily joining in the repartee and supporting their Headmaster, 
Tom Carter, who was accompanied by his senior prefects.  We also receive his regular reports for the 
Newsletters and in this way he can keep in touch with some of those who have left. If living locally some 
may join the OCA through him?! 
 
His latest news in our April/May newsletter well illustrates the goodwill of OCs in reporting the closing of 
the successful Sports Hall Appeal.  The completion this year will leave many OCs quite overwhelmed when 
they see it and perhaps in comparing it with their own gym facilities of the 1940s and 50s! 
 
Having left School in 1946 opportunities for further education and a future career were very limited.   Many 
of us were offered London or local jobs with some like myself, being articled with professional firms, at 
£1.00 per week, or with banks or insurance companies.  
 
I quickly point out once more that our outstanding Headmaster throughout the war was Norman Squier who 
literally kept the School from collapsing.  However, the lack of information on University education and 
careers generally improved from about 1948 when such opportunities became more well known to leavers.  
The Headmaster was an old boy of the School himself as were also my first employers, both senior and 
junior partners! 
 
We have also received each year from the School copies of ‘The Chelmsfordian’.  The scholastic 
achievements are regularly outstanding as shown by the numbers who go on to Oxbridge and other 
reputable universities.  The comparison between the 1946 magazine which was the year I left after 
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encompassing the war years and the latest ones illustrate how fortunate they were to attend KEGs with its 
complement of teachers.  It was not until about 1948 that opportunities for further education arose again 
and the moreso, thereafter year by year.   However no more excuses for the lack of my own achievements! 
 
One striking photograph in the 2015 magazine is that of the Medical Society with some 30-40 members. 
They encompassed a variety of subjects covering health and diseases.  These are but a few of the topics that 
a medical student faces as a doctor.  Having a grandson now just qualifying one can see in the last six years 
the hardwork necessary with more to come.  
 
Anglia Ruskin University will have one of five new medical schools proposed in the country teaching 
doctors of the future.  It should also benefit the NHS locally.  KEGs is within walking distance of the 
University and construction of the part of the campus is proceeding ready for an opening in 2019 or earlier. 
 
Is this an opportunity for some form of advice or co-operation for learning in any way for the School 
Medical Society when considering careers? 
 
Our Newsletter for April/May 2018 (no 276) regularly reports on the activities – or should I say inactivity, 
at the monthly coffee mornings.  Ted Caton reported on the deaths of four members and sadly the number 
has now increased to five. It must be the weather getting us down and optimistically we shall be reporting 
differently in a year’s time! 
 
Do join us – every third Thursday from about 10am - I will personally ensure that the first coffee is free to 
all new members!   
 
Donald Kelly, 1944-1951, donpatkel@btinternet.com wrote:-  “Many thanks for the latest newsletter - it 
remains a great pleasure to read about all the successes enjoyed by the School. I particularly enjoyed 
reading about the Courtman twins’ cross country and athletic feats as they were contemporaries of mine 
in the early 50s.   I note the comment about Dudley being the school 1 mile record holder before 
metrication - was that correct and is there a record of those records? I only ask because in 1951 I set a 
new record of 4min and 48.2 sec, the previous record having existed since 1933.  My recollection is that 
my new record was soon lowered again by R D "Scabby" Stewart, but I need to check with my 
Chelmsfordian magazines. I was also glad to read the piece by David Pierpoint who lived opposite us in 
Wood Street”.  

Having enquired of the School as to whether they still had a record of the mile record holder from pre-
metric days we were sadly informed not but from our own records were able to respond to Donald 
thus:-  
 
“Interestingly I have in my hand the Sports Day programme for July 1950 which names you as part of the 
Tindal team and shows the 1933 record you refer to of 4mins 48 9/10sec held by C. C. (Charlie) 
Jackson.   He also held the 440 and 880 records.  This also suggests that this was an 'At School Sports' 
record whilst he ran 4min 44 3/5sec at a contest away from School. Other long term 1930s record holders 
were Brian Turner, Richard Powley and E.E. Brewster whilst those nearer your time were A Samuels 100 
yards and Long Jump and Geoff Rison 220 yards. 
 
The July 1951 Chelmsfordian names you and Dudley Courtman as Athletics Captain and Vice Captain 
whilst the January 1952 issue congratulates Strutt on the overall win at Sports Day but continues “The 
only individual triumph was that of D.F. Kelly, who broke C.C. Jackson's 1933 record for the mile by 
seven-tenths of a second. (4.48.2).  Dudley came second to you as he did in the 880yards, 2.11.2. 
Such fascinating history!” to which Donald responded “Sorry to hear the news from the School - if only 
they had gone metric in my time I might have held the mile record in perpetuity – yet another of life's 
disappointments!” 
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Peter Ward, pfvw@hyperdine.org, enquired ‘Is this suitable for the OCA newsletter?’ 
  
“I am very saddened by the death of my musical friend Don Beckett from cancer. I have been in touch with 
his equally musical wife Pat who is bearing up remarkably cheerfully after her sad loss.  Don was a little 
younger than me, I was in year 1937 and contemporary with Don's elder deceased brother Derek but Don 
and I were both greatly helped by Tom Wright.  Tom was a quietly spoken Yorkshire bachelor from 
Northallerton.  He was the School's German master but as no-one wished to learn German at that time he 
was relegated to teaching English.  However, he was able to put our School on the musical map.  No other 
school in the area was more musical, even the public school at Brentwood.  No wonder Don and I were 
heavily influenced by him, he is certainly my mentor.  Don has inherited his music, including bound copies 
of all Haydn's string quartets and I have his Bechstein piano.  Tom died of cancer aged 80 in 1980 and Don 
formed a string quartet including Pat and they played a little known Schubert piece requested by Tom at 
his funeral service in Broomfield Church.  They were almost in tears at the end of it.  I was going to 
bequeath my bows to Don who was a renowned bow hairer but now, sadly, I can't.” 
 
John Lines, 1940-1949,  jlines@pcug.org.au, recently contacted us from Canberra:-    “I really must stop 
using you as my alternative to Google but you seem to have far more knowledge about Chelmsford than 
the American version. (You do not arrange for me to be bombarded with advertising every time I ask you 
a question either!)  
 
I continue to deluge Suffolk Roots with family history articles about Norfolk (with the occasional reference 
to Suffolk) and am on the hunt again for information about Essex.   I have among the family memorabilia 
a scrap of paper written by my father (with a brief annotation by my mother) which I think dates from the 
1960's. My father, totally disabled in WW1, originally had a motorised 3-wheel carriage but in 1953 took 
delivery of a Morris 8 modified for hand control. I am fairly certain both vehicles were connected with his 
war pensioner status. I now suspect there may have been a third obtained after I last saw my father in 1961. 
He died in 1972.    I do have photos of the Morris 8 but sadly they are all exterior and do not reveal the 
clutch and accelerator controls mounted behind the steering wheel allowing them to be manipulated with 
the fingers of the right hand. My father could not use his right leg but could apply the brakes with his left 
foot. The original floor mounted clutch and accelerator remained operational - I found the hand controls 
very awkward! Fortunately a synchronous gear box meant you did not need to double-declutch. Difficult 
to do by pulling on a lever! My father - who thought he was at Brooklands the track - happily rattled around 
East Anglia at terrifying speeds: originally in his motorised three-wheeler open to the elements and latterly 
in the comfort of a covered four seater. He received a new lease on life. 
 
The scrap of paper is probably the draft of a letter to thank 'all the staff at Brooklands Avenue' for their care 
and attention over the years and asking what dad was to do with the car now he was no longer fit to drive. 
My instinct is that the intended recipient was the local pension authority but the content provides no specific 
clues apart from the 'Brooklands Avenue' comment.  
 
Without going to any trouble, do you by any chance know if there was an official government-type agency 
in Brooklands Avenue in the 1960s? It may perhaps have incorporated a medical facility as the note 
mentions 'the doctor' who was so kind. I recall the name but doubt if I ever visited Brooklands Avenue - 
there were no family ties to it as far as I know.     If you can perhaps recall anything, I would be in your 
debt once again. Please do not spend too much time on this - it is a 'nice to know' rather than a 'must have'.  
 
I notice that references to the 1940s-crowd are slowly declining -  I intend to make 100 so that I can further 
annoy all the millennials who want my house!!” 
 
Regrettably we drew a blank with the only ‘Brooklands’ reference in the Chelmsford area being 
Brooklands House, a Grade II listed building in Broomfield, just beyond the Angel Public House. 
Despite asking Broomfield residents, the local county councillor, Chelmsford estate agents (and even 
reverting to Google) no one had more input or knowledge of a Brooklands Avenue in the Chelmsford 
area……but perhaps, someone knows different? 
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OCA WILDLIFE EARLY APRIL-JUNE 2018 
 

Nick Green reports that “In April the weather continued rather wet and May was rather cool and many first 
broods failed. May was meant to be the sunniest on record (BBC). Early June was rather dry but 
temperatures struggled to reach 20C and so boost insect activity which included Red Admiral, Peacock, 
Speckled Wood and Little White Butterflies and just one dragonfly, a Banded Demoiselle by the eastern 
stream.   The last week was a scorcher with temperatures in the 30Cs – and bad moor fires in Lancashire. 
 
The three existing bat boxes are still occupied and a spring surprise was hearing Treecreeper song on a few 
occasions and I was lucky to see a bird on 25th April. This species normally builds a nest under the bark of 
an old tree and there is one by the stream on our eastern perimeter… later I did see an adult feeding a 
juvenile in Admirals Park in June… a welcome first for me! The Lavender, planted by the Friday crowd, 
continues to thrive at the south side of the clubhouse. 
 
Local breeding bird highlights: Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Pied Wagtail, Goldcrest, Jay, Green and Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers. Blue and Long-tailed and Coal Tits, Skylark, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle 
Thrush, Bullfinch and Goldfinch. Summer migrants included: Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Whitethroat and Lesser 
Whitethroat.” 
 
Nick is always pleased to hear of your sightings or queries and was delighted to receive this from Bryan 
Clark:- 
 
“Your contributions to the OCA Newsletter are always interesting.   My wife and I are profound (and 
fortunate) bird lovers as we have travelled the world many times. As a young soldier I also lived in places 
like West Africa.  We live actually in an outstanding location which allows us to observe and admire a 
wide range of beautiful birds.   Our house is at the top of a short cul-de-sac in central Chelmsford but 
backs on to the old town cemetery opposite Christ Church on New London Road.  We are almost 
surrounded by trees and bushes of many types so we have squirrels too.   We have regular visits from jays 
and seagulls and even ravens but the range of small birds is wonderful.         
 
However, the reason for my message is to ask your advice.   Just the other day we were in London and 
waiting for a Chelmsford train on the platform at Stratford.  Suddenly, to our delight, there was a small 
striped black/white bird happily hopping about between the hundreds of people quite unbothered by the 
noise and movements. We watched it for about five minutes - a relatively long time. Initially it seemed to 
us to be obviously a pied wagtail though the location, well away from any water, wouldn't be a normal 
place to see one and no, it didn't once wag its tail!!   Using the internet, a granddaughter has helped us to 
try to identify the bird and Pied Wagtail seems to be the only possibility.   What do you think?” 
 
Nick confirmed this to be correct and would love to hear your ‘wildlife’ snippets - 
Nick7green@aol.com. 
 

CLASSES FROM THE PAST 
 
Steve Middleton, 1962-1969, steve.it.is.510@gmail.com, wrote “You know when you’re getting old – the 
new President of the OCA is an exact contemporary (although I left in 1969 so not an exact contemporary). 
I think that’s where the similarity ends though – I was never made a prefect let alone senior prefect, although 
Mr Bromwich did once ask me why I thought I’d never been made a prefect. I guess I didn’t join in enough 
– never represented my House (Tindal) in any sport, let alone representing the school although I did take 
part in the English Speaking Union public speaking competition. Now that was a skill that came in useful 
in my working career, whereas I haven’t done any sport of any kind since I left KEGS.   I left Chelmsford 
to go to Reading University (the first pupil from KEGS to go there) and haven’t lived there since. I have 
done a tour of England though, living in Newbury, Wokingham, Reading, Bramhall (near Stockport) and 
now in East London (Newham).   I haven’t kept in touch with anyone I knew at KEGS so the newsletter 
helps and I go through it to find out what’s happened to my contemporaries”. 
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Nigel Stuckey, nidi911@gmail.com, responded again to ‘That Class Photo’ from 1957/58 commenting  
‘Thanks for another great OCA newsletter – the gift that keeps on giving! More learned comments and 
impressive feats of memory related to “that photo”. Sadly, I fear we may have reached the point where no 
further kernels can be squeezed from it, but I may be proved wrong!  Of all the photos of school years 
which could have been featured, it’s a great coincidence to me that it related to my first year at KEGS. The 
identification of former classmates in the newsletter pages over several months has been a fascinating 
process, and one which I have found very rewarding to read’ 
 
Having more or less tidied that one up we were delighted to then hear from Chris Watling, 1956-1963, 
chris_m_watling@hotmail.com, from New South Wales:-  
 
“Following up on Steve Little’s class photo in the last OCA Newsletter, I have what I believe is the class 
photo of 2T Transitus from 1958 (attached).    Likewise I am trying to put names to faces and have got 
thus far: 
 
Back Row: 1 Pearce, 2 Page, 3 Davis, 4 ?, 5 Mann, 6 Smith, 7 Bridge, 8 ?, 9 ? 
 
Middle Row: 1 Grisdale, 2 ?, 3 May, 4 Murray?, 5 Weston, 6 ?, 7 Watling, 8 Bainbridge, 9 Hill, 10 
Wilson 
 
Front Row: 1 ?, 2 Perry, 3 Gardner, 4 Budd, 5 Little?, 6 Ward 7, Harding 
 

 
 

Once again, if anyone can help Chris fill out the gaps, please drop us an email. 
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Quite literally as we go to 
press we have heard from 
Tim Sutton, via the 
Headmaster, asking for 
help in organizing a re-
union of KEGS pupils 
from the various cricket, 
hockey and rugby 1st XI 
teams of 1976-78. 
 
Tim added these two 
photos of the 1978 cricket 
and rugby squads and 
wonders if we can trace 
them with a view to 
holding an event, possibly 
at the OCs Clubhouse with 
maybe a social game of 
cricket and a meal with the 
opportunity of a general 
chat and the sharing of 
photos and stories.   
 
He adds that a visit to the school might also be possible and has offered these names for starters –  
 
Steve Wilson, James Iliffe, Steve Lee, Stuart Carpenter, Chris? Alexander, Tim Cooper-Cox, Peter 
Clague, Jess Crook and ????Silcocks,  
 
Teachers were Mr David Yates, Mr Roger Parmley and Blenkinsop..... 
 
Tim added that he left the School in 1978 and graduated from York University in 1981 having been First 

XI Uni 
Hockey 
captain and 
Yorkshire U21 
Hockey 
County 
captain. 
 
He is happy to 
organise an 
event if 
contact details 
(GDPR 
permitting!) 
can be shared.   
 
At this initial 
stage dates and 
venues have to 
be discussed 
but to get the 
ball rolling 
those 

interested should contact him.    Tim’s details are:-  07889452318, Tim@freshgrowthsolutions.co.uk.  
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COFFEE MORNINGS 

The May and June third Thursday meetings have been lively events with a dozen or so members present on 
both occasions.  
 
A fresh supply of archive material was available for perusal thanks to Andy and Peter Glynn, sons of 
Harold, who had handed over a box full of his old football programmes, cricket score books, Chelmsfordian 
magazines, dinner tickets and dance programmes and the table tennis minute book recounting the inaugural 
meeting of the section held at the Lion and Lamb Hotel in Duke Street on Wednesday September 9th, 1953.   
Andy and Peter did wonder if this was junk or memorabilia and we are just delighted that the choice was 
left to us!  We will include further snippets from these in future issues.    
Much interest was also shown in a mounted poster for the Annual Fete in 1962 with much amusement at 
the offer on this of “Cars available from the Steamer public house”!  Concern was expressed at the possible 
state of the driver after the first few trips and fond memories stirred that the evening dance would feature 
“The Twist” – Oh! - the swinging 60s indeed!   Talking of which we were delighted to toast, albeit with 
coffee, Ted and Ann Caton who were celebrating their Diamond wedding on the same day as the June 
meeting.  
 
Again, we would add that we would be delighted to see some fresh, younger faces during the coming year 

– all are welcome and those requiring additional information should contact  Ted Caton on 01245 
256790 or by email at ted@hausgisela.plus.com. 

 
OBITUARIES 

 
David Cox, 1945-1950, david@cox-scriptorium.co.uk, has sent us this obituary of his brother Gerald, 
1945-1949. 
  
Gerald Cox – 1931-2018 
  
Gerald was born at the family home in Park Avenue in May 1931. His parents were Percy and Dorothea 
Cox. He was the eldest of four brothers namely David, Patrick, Martin and himself. The family moved to 
Sunrise Avenue in 1937. Gerald entered the Grammar School in 1945 aged 14 following five years in 
Brisbane, Australia, staying, along with his brother David, with his Great Aunt and Uncle for the duration 
of the Second World War. During his time at the school he excelled in sport and athletics as well as 
academic subjects.  He was awarded his colours for athletics.  He was an active member of the Corps of 
Drums becoming Sergeant Bugler.  He and his brother David were in Tindal House.  After 6th Form he did 
his National Service, firstly Basic Training with the Kings Royal Rifles in the UK.  Then he was transferred 
to the Education Corp as a Training Sergeant and was posted to Germany where he was attached to the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers for the rest of his service.  He then entered teacher training at Culham College, Oxon, 
where he gained his Teaching Certificate awarded by the Oxford Institute of Education. He extended his 
teaching qualifications by attending Carnegie College of Physical Education, Leeds, where he was awarded 
a Diploma in Physical Education. 
  
He was a member of the Chelmsford Athletic Club during this period where he specialised as a 3As coach 
for the Pole Vault as well as participating and coaching athletics and cross country running. His first 
teaching appointment was as a PE teacher at Rainsford County Secondary Modern School in Chelmsford 
in 1954. After a few years at the school he gained a senior post at Greenhill Grammar School in Oldham, 
Lancashire. From there he progressed to Head of the P.E. Department at Tollington Park School which was 
then a large Comprehensive School in North London. It was here that he met Molly, also a teacher at the 
school. They married in Penzance, Cornwall, in 1963. Following ill health, they moved out of London and 
settled in the village of Cox Heath in Kent. Gerald took a position as a senior teacher in a primary school 
in Maidstone. The change from senior to primary education proved to be a successful move and after a few 
more years he gained his first Headship at Bardwell Primary School in Suffolk. By this time Gerald and 
Molly had two children, Tristan and Jason. Gerald was particularly concerned about environmental issues 
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and soon joined the West Suffolk Schools' Environmental Committee where he was Chairman for 20 years. 
His second Headship was at St. Peter and St. Gregory's Primary School in Sudbury. Retiring at 60, he 
continued to live at his home in Debden Green, near Bury St. Edmunds.  He was a Churchwarden in two 
parishes in Suffolk. 
  
Many years earlier whilst living in Chelmsford he was a Server at St. Peter's Church on Primrose Hill. 
When Molly retired from her headship at Risby Primary School, also in Suffolk, they moved to Tregeseal, 
a small Village near St. Just on Cape Cornwall. He took up watercolour painting as a hobby and always 
laughed that at KEGs, Connie Alderton, his art teacher, had told him to give it up!   Despite this he became 
quite good!  Tourists often purchased his work which he exhibited at The Geevor Tin Mine, Pendeen, and 
various other outlets.  Gerald and his wife, a Cornwall girl, were very keen members of the Old Cornwall 
Society.  Gerald often talked of his time at the school and was a lifelong member of the Old Chelmsfordians 
Association attending the annual dinner with David for many years.  He will be greatly missed by family 
and all friends who knew him”. 
 
Members might recall that having retired from the Police Force, David Cox took up calligraphy and 
reproduced the Letters Patent of Edward VI, 1551, Founding Chelmsford Grammar School, as his 
examination test piece.  David presented the final piece to the School whilst his ‘first draft’ which he 
donated to us, hangs in the Clubhouse.   To David and Molly we send our condolences.      
  

200 CLUB/DEVELOPMENT FUND 
 

200 Club winners in May were Paul Taylor, Brian Hill-Cottingham and Robin Self whilst Colin Tant, Roy 
Shead and Carl Lodge won the money in June. 

Following the distribution of prizes in April we head from Dave Cole.  “Thank you very much for the 
cheque from the April '200 Club' draw - a splendid third place behind my old friend, John Wallis!   It was 
a lovely surprise and followed a £25.00 Premium Bond win the week before but I will try not to let it change 
my life!  It has, however, spurred me into action to ask, at last, to join the 'digital revolution' and have my 
future newsletters  sent to my e-mail address colemr@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Whilst writing, can I offer my congratulations to another old classmate, Chris Beach, on his appointment 
as Club President. 
 
It was interesting to read his 'potted history' and surprising to see he made a career in science. My memories 
of Chris in the school labs mainly revolved around Bunsen burners and water taps! He, evidently, came 
good after I left! 
 
I still live just a few miles away in Wickford but my visits to Chelmsford are now very infrequent with my 
last contact, my father-in-law, having recently moved from Writtle to a residential home in Heybridge.  
 
I will, however, make an effort to visit the club one Sunday lunch time to have the pleasure of being served 
by Chris behind the bar”. 

 
As they say ‘You have to be in it to win it’ so for more information regarding the 200 Club please contact 
the organiser, Adam Dessouki, at adamdessouki@gmail.com or regarding the Development Fund 
contact Mark Allison at mark.allison@pinnacle-psg.com. 

 
 

FOOTBALL 

 
With the over-running season to complete fixtures lost to the weather earlier in the season we have the 
following final results.  
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SATURDAY FIRST TEAM                                                                     SATURDAY SECOND TEAM                        
ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE                                                              ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE  
SENIOR DIVISION 1                                                                                             SENIOR DIVISION 3 
25/04/18      H     FC HAMLETS             Lost 4-3  
28/04/18     H     SNARESBROOK        Won 3-2                    A     FRENFORD RESERVES       Lost 5-0 
02/05/18                                                                                    A     LEIGH TOWN                       Won 4-0 
09/05/18     H     RUNWELL SPORTS  Won 3-2 
12/05/18                                                                                    A     HAROLD WOOD ATHLETIC    Lost 
19/05/18     A     BUCKHURST HILL Lost Home walkover                                              Home walkover 
 
Final Position and Stats  11th of 13                                      Final Position and Stats  8th of 12 
Played  24 W.7 D.3 L.14 Goal Difference -19  Pts 22*           Played 22 W.9 D.5 L8 GD +9   Pts. 30* 
 
SATURDAY THIRD TEAM ‘A’                                                    SATURDAY FOURTH TEAM ‘B’                      
MID ESSEX LEAGUE                                                                                          MID ESSEX LEAGUE 
DIVISION 3                                                                                                                              DIVISION 4 
24/04/18                                                                                           H     DUNMOW UNITED                    Lost 2-1 
25/04/18    H     BRAINTREE AND BOCKING Won 2-0 
26/04/18         H    BEAULIEU                          Drew 0-0  
28/04/18   A/H  HAROLD HILL RES   Lost 2-1/Won 3-0     H    KELVEDON SOCIAL          Won 5-2  
                          Double Header 
08/05/18                                                                                   A     GOSFIELD UNITED   Lost home w/o 
10/05/18                                                                                   A    SILVER END UNITED           Lost 5-1 
12/05/18                                                                                   A   BROOMFIELD SAT RES   L home w/o 
15/05/18                                                                         A    BRENTWOOD ATHLETIC L home w/o  
 
Final Position and Stats  1st of 11                                        Final Position and Stats  8th of 14 
Played 20 W.13 D.2. L.5 Goal Difference +29 Pts 41            Played 26 W.11 D.2 L.13 GD +1 Points 29* 
                                                                                                                             
VETS 1                                                                     ESSEX VETERANS LEAGUE DIVISION 1 EAST 
 
  
28/04/18                  A  BENFLEET                  Won 7-1                   
02/05/18                     H              WRITTLE                         Won 5-0 
05/05/18                  A             FORD BASILDON      Won 4-2 
 
Final Position and Stats 1st of 9      Played 16 Won 12 Drew 3 Lost 1 Goals For 48 Against 12 Points 39 
                                         
 
SUNDAY FIRSTS                                                                                                    SUNDAY SECONDS 
POPE AND SMITH LEAGUE                                                               POPE AND SMITH  LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIV                                                                                                                         DIVISION 1 
 
29/04/18                                                                                                     A     DAEN INGAS   Drew 4-4 
06/05/18   A     HEYBRIDGE SOCIAL                                    Won 4-2 
08/05/18           PRIORY SPORTS Premier League Cup Final  Lost 4-2 
13/05/18           PRIORY SPORTS  John Coward Cup Final     Won 4-2  
27/05/18   A    PRIORY SPORTS Lost home walkover 
 
Final Position and Stats 2nd of 9                                                         Final Position and Stats 3rd of 10          
Played 16  W.10 D.3 L.3 GD +9      Points32*                                  P 16 W.7 D.3 L.6 GD +17  Points 24* 
 
Congratulations to the Saturday 3rds and Vets for claiming their respective titles and to the Sunday 
1sts for finishing second in the League, runners up in the League Cup and winners of the Coward 
Cup – this for the first time after many years of trying by!  
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CRICKET 
 

We are now at the halfway point of the season, with all of our teams enjoying success to varying 
degrees, writes Baz Bowerman. 
 
The first eleven are currently in sixth place in the Premier Division. They have won four of their nine games 
to date. Although the season started well with three wins out of four, June saw four defeats in five Saturdays, 
so they will certainly be hoping for a better run of form in July and August. 
  
The second eleven began the season in blistering form, with four wins from four in May and a top of the 
table position. However, defeats followed in June to Great Wakering and Rankins, with those two teams 
now occupying the top two positions in Division Four, with our seconds now in third place. 
  
The third eleven are engaged in a fascinating tussle in Division Nine. Due to fluctuating strengths of the 
opposition from week to week, any team seems capable of beating any other. It all means that despite only 
five wins from nine games, the threes sit in second place in the table. It’s all to play for in July and August 
for a possible tilt at promotion, although much will decide on availability and the holiday plans of our squad 
plus those of our opponents! 
  
The fifths, as well as the thirds, are enjoying the welcome addition of youth to their sides, with six boys 
from our current crop of under-15s all playing regularly in one or other of these teams. Their enthusiasm 
and fresh legs perfectly complement the guile and know-how of the wiser and older players. The fifths have 
won four of their seven games to date, a very healthy ‘win to games’ ratio indeed. 
  
The major success story of the season though has been the women’s team. They have played eight matches 
and won seven of them, most in commanding fashion. Seasoned regulars have been joined by an injection 
of young, new players and the result has been a series of impressive victories. 
  
Our youth teams are also getting plenty of match practice this season. Our new crop of under-13s are yet 
to taste victory, but this is very much a learning season for them as the majority of them will still be in the 
same league next year. Our under-15s are playing some wonderful cricket and, as with the under-13s, 
most of them are only in their first year of two in this league, so some of the opposition they are facing 
are a year older. Despite a loss in the first round of the Cup and defeat to an older and more experienced 
Galleywood team, they have bounced back with four consecutive wins, against SW Ferrers, Writtle, 
Springfield and Broomfield. The league hasn't distributed an updated league table for a while but, when 
they do, I'd expect the under-15s to be near the top! 
 
 Results and league tables are all available to view at the T Rippon-sponsored Mid-Essex cricket league 
website at: http://trippon.fixtureslive.com/ 
  
  
First eleven 
  
5 May      OCs 192 all out beat Goresbrook 157 all out (Aseeb-ur-Rehman 4-34) by 35 runs 
12 May    OCs 89 all out lost to Canvey Island 184 all out by 95 runs 
19 May    OCs 184-5 (Aseeb-ur-Rehman 76) beat Rayleigh 183-6 by 5 wickets 
26 May    OCs 259-7 (Fazal Rehman 69, Nadeem Ahmal 59) beat Rettendon 201-9 by 58 runs 
2 June      OCs 145 all out lost to Bentley 245-8 by 100 runs 
9 June      OCs 278-8 (Fazal Rehman 122 n/o) beat Brookweald 238 all out (Ross Cant 5-31) by 40 runs 
16 June    OCs 217-9 lost to Aythorpe Roding 218-2 
23 June    OCs 184-7 lost to Rainham 185-5 
30 June    OCs 268 all out lost to Springfield 313-3 by 45 runs 
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Second eleven 
 
5 May      OCs 182-5 (Dom Norman 66) beat SW Ferrers I 179-6 by 5 wickets 
12 May    OCs 126-2 (Stuart McNeill 77) beat E Hanningfield I 124 all out (Michael Hadjimichael) 4-24                   
                 by 8 wickets 
19 May    OCs 291-2 (Stuart McNeill 140 not out, Graham McNeill 86 not out) beat Gt Waltham II 269-2 
                 by 22 runs         
26 May    OCs 312-4 (Will Davis 105, Stuart McNeill 61, Jamas Hodivala 56) beat Rettendon II 150 all     
                 out (Alex Critchell 4-34) by 162 runs 
2 June      OCs 209-8 (Dom Norman 131) lost to Gt Wakering I (Will Davis 4-37) by 3 wickets 
9 June      OCs 220-1 (Stuart McNeill 130 not out) beat Gt Totham II 216-3 by 9 wickets 
16 June    OCs 108 all out lost to Navestock I 155 all out by 47 runs 
23 June    OCs 187 all out (Andy Cook 58) lost to Rankins I 336-8 by 149 runs 
30 June    OCs 181-5 beat Purleigh I 180-6 by 5 wickets 
 
 Third eleven 
  
5 May      OCs 149-4 (Matt Cranfield 56 n/o) lost to Navestock II 259-9 (Mark Shelley 4-58) by 110 runs 
12 May    OCs 210-6 (Matt Cranfield 59) beat Gt Totham III 111 all out (Matt Bowerman 5-5) by 99 runs 
19 May    OCs 159-6 (Baz Bowerman 80 not out) lost to Rankins III 160-6 by 4 wickets 
26 May    OCs 79-5 beat St John’s Billericay II 78 all out (Jake Edwards 6-21) by 5 wickets 
2 June      OCs 84-3 (Matt Bowerman 34 not out) beat Writtle III 83 all out by 7 wickets 
9 June      OCs 223-4 (Baz Bowerman 70 not out) lost to Willow Herb II 227-3 by 7 wickets 
16 June    OCs 77 all out lost to Hornchurch iii 118 all out 
23 June    OCs 109-5 beat Eastwood III 108 all out (Mark Shelley 5-27) by 5 wickets 
30 June    OCs bt Goresbrook IV by a Walkover 
  
Fifth eleven 
  
12 May     OCs 70 all out lost to Lindsell 165-2 by 95 runs 
19 May     OCs 185-9 (Aditya Rajasekar 57) lost to Tillingham 219 all out (Dom Boutilier 4-44) by 34    
                 runs 
26 May    OCs 190-3 (Gerard Wiley 93 not out, Les Gray 77 not out) beat Galleywood 189-6 by 7 wkts 
2 June      OCs 201-5 (Jez Crook 55) beat Billericay IV 199-4 by 5 wickets 
9 June      OCs 159-6 beat Springfield V 157-8 by 4 wickets 
23 June    OCs 175-8 (Fin Baines 48) lost to Sudbury 178-5 by 3 runs 
30 June    OCs 256-4 (Sam Robertson 103 not out) beat Chelmsford VI 196-7 by 60 runs 
  
Women’s eleven 
  
A fantastic season for the women’s team, with seven wins from eight matches. No match details have 
been posted on the website, but the successful squad includes: Alice Green, Hollie Lodge, Pippa Cass, 
Beena Sharma, Kate Golding, Louise Mabey, Martine Smith, Teri-Leigh Jones, Mollie Tuff, Beth Wright, 
Zaynar Rehman, Sam Wilkinson, Georgie Bidwell and Lois Smith. 
  
 
Under-13s 
  
6 May              OCs 45-9 lost to Galleywood 46-6 by 4 wickets 
20 May            OCs 67-7 (Toby Wallis 26) lost to Writtle 69-2 by 8 wickets (Cup) 
6 June              OCs 107-9 (Liam Gibney 24) lost to Broomfield 110-2 by 8 wickets 
10 June            OCs 53 all out lost to Springfield 119-3 
17 June            OCs 108-9 (Nathaniel Lamb 16, Tom Bowerman 15 n/o) lost to Shenfield 109-4 by 6 wkts 
24 June            OCs 66-4 lost to Maldon 122-4 by 56 runs 
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Under-15s 
  
27 May           OCs 82 all out (Jonny Alderton 21) lost to Maldon 129-7 by 47 runs (Cup) 
1 June             OCs 72-5 (Aryan Sharma 17 not out) lost to Galleywood 140-5 
17 June           OCs 109-7 (Matt Bowerman 30 not out, Jonny Alderton 30 not out) beat SW Ferrers 84-3  
                        by 25 runs  
24 June           OCs 125-2 (Matt Bowerman 50 not out, Aryan Sharma 48) beat Writtle 121-2 by 8 wickets 
26 June           OCs 101-6 (Jonny Alderton 40) beat Springfield 97-4 by 4 wickets 
4 July             OCs 111-7 (Matt Bowerman 36) beat Broomfield 77-6 (Jake Edwards 2-5, Fin Baines 2-8)    
                       by 34 runs 
 

 
TENNIS 

 
Jane Gray, pjane.gray@btinternet.com, has sent us this report:-  
 
We are all enjoying this 
perfect tennis weather 
with the great facilities in 
our new pavilion which 
have been greeted with 
many positive comments 
from both members and 
visitors. Our builder, 
OCA member Jim 
Wright, is just ensuring 
the last finishing touches 
are complete before our 
official “opening” on our 
Club Tournament Finals 
day on Saturday 15th 
September. Our annual club tournaments have seen many tightly contested preliminary rounds, all played 
in very good spirit, and very much enjoyed by all. 
 
Fortunately, our relegation worries in the winter league did not come to fruition and we have nine senior 
teams enjoying the summer league. Our seven junior teams have all had some good successes in their 
leagues, particularly the 18 and under squad who may well have retained their Division 1 title; we are 
awaiting final confirmation of other results before celebrating! There will be our usual summer holiday 
tennis courses for juniors, if your children would like to attend then please find the details on our website. 
 
If you are not currently a member of the tennis section but have always fancied trying it out then please 
visit our website www.chelmsfordianstennis.co.uk for more information and an online application form. 
If your tennis is a little rusty, Alan Coulthard and Derek Rogers (Head Club Coach) can organise 
coaching sessions to individuals and small groups.  

 

TABLE TENNIS 

Central Essex Summer League 2018 
 
OCA’s have entered eight teams in this year’s Central Essex Summer League, a pleasing increase from the 
four teams who competed in the 2017 League. 
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Our A Team in Division 1 currently sit 5th of 7 having won one of the four games played. In Division 2 the 
B & C Teams are 3rd & 6th respectively out of 7. OC’s stalwart, Robbie Burton, currently has a 75% win 
rate for the B Team. 
 
In Division 3 our D & E teams, in a division of 7, are currently 6th and 3rd respectively. The E team are just 
3 points off the leaders (Danbury C) and have an outside chance of lifting the trophy if they can win their 
remaining 3 games. Nat Ravlic and Dave Newman both have 67% win records for this team.  
 
In Division 4 the F Team have found the going tough. Having lost all three games played they are currently 
equal bottom of the division. 
 
There have been better fortunes for our G Team in Division 5 who are joint top (3 wins out of 4) thanks to 
the father/son combination of Mick & Luke Richardson. Our other team (H) in this division are one off the 
bottom but have a game in hand over most of the teams above them. 
 
In Division 6 our Junior side (Old Chelmsfordians Lions) are also one from bottom but have gained valuable 
playing experience against some more experienced opposition. 
 
More details about the OCA team’s performance in the Central Essex Summer League can be found at :- 
https://www.tabletennis365.com/centralessex 
 
Practice sessions 
All those interested in playing table tennis are reminded that Tuesday evening sessions continue throughout 
the Summer from 6pm to approx. 7.20pm (later if there are no summer league matches taking place). Our 
coach, Mick Parkhurst, is available at most sessions if individual or group coaching is required. 
 
New Players  
We are always looking to recruit players to supplement all of our teams If you are interested in playing or 
know someone who may be then contact David Porter by emailing DJPEssex@aol.com or phoning on 
07885 467935. 
 

COMING UP AT LAWFORD LANE 
 

Alice Green, our Ladies Cricket Captain has asked if we would give notice of the Ladies Softball 
Cricket Festival being held at the club on Friday July 20th.  This is part of a summer long 

‘Expectacular’ festival being held across the county throughout the summer.  We realise the final  
publication date of this newsletter might be close to the event but should people be interested they 

can contact Alice at alice.presley@hotmail.co.uk. or sign up to the link  
http://booking.co.uk/d/3gq0j2 

 
 

The 2019 Annual Dinner will be held at the clubhouse on Saturday March 30th. 
 

As always, thank you to all contributors to this issue which we trust has again made for an enjoyable read. 
We invite everyone to send their news and views for the next issue which should be available during 

October 2018.   Any members wishing and willing to receive the newsletter by email or wanting to advise 
us of any change to either their home or email address should contact:- 

George Heseltine:   30 Trinity Road : Chelmsford : Essex : CM2 6HS                     
Phone : 01245 265962  Email : heseltineuk@aol.com 


