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A PEN PORTRAIT OF CHRIS BEACH – OUR ‘NOT SO NEW’ PRESIDENT 
 

“Before I launch into a very embarrassing one-sided diatribe of myself I must, for those of you who were 

unfortunate enough to miss the Annual Dinner on 17th March, explain a few things.  I am sure there will 

be other reports of the Annual Dinner in this Newsletter but let me be the first to inform you that the 

company was excellent, the food was remarkably good, and the wine went down very well especially on 

the top table where most of the guests seemed to be driving home and therefore the wine was flowing 

freely in my direction.  My congratulations to George, again!  I should also have congratulated our 

outgoing President on an excellent term of office, well done Paul.  I would also have liked to congratulate 

the Senior Prefect, Adam Norton-Steele on a very interesting and well delivered speech but unfortunately 

it was slightly too long for me (financially that is for the sweepstake held as to its duration!).  Thanks also 

to John Swinney for proposing the toast to the School and the Association and for raising some 

interesting thoughts on how the two should evolve together and finally thanks to Tom Carter for bringing 

a very interesting item of memorabilia along for guests to look through. If you weren’t there you missed a 

very entertaining evening. 

 

So to me.  I am the fifth of six children (four brothers and a sister) born in 

a ten-year period after the Second World War.  My father was from a 

Chelmsford family and had himself attended KEGS.  I joined in the 

Autumn of 1962 and eventually left in the Summer of 1970 having stayed 

on an extra year in a futile attempt to pass my ‘A’ levels.  I think perhaps 

when I asked the Headmaster if I could return to school having completed 

lower sixth and upper sixth and go into the seventh form he was still 

feeling rather guilty about unjustly caning me for truancy in the 5th form!  

However he did ask me to be Senior Prefect so I thoroughly enjoyed my 

‘second’ last year at KEGS, and like my predecessor Paul did not trouble 

the Exam Boards greatly but did leave having been House Captain 

(Strutt), Chairman of the 6th and 7th Form Federation, 1st XI Football Captain, Colour Sergeant in the 

CCF, as well as Senior Prefect.  The Headmaster asked me what I was going to do when I left and 

suggested I should join the Police Force, so perhaps he thought I made been a good Senior Prefect after 

all. 

 

I scraped into Leicester Polytechnic through the clearing system to do an HND in Applied Biology not 

knowing what it entailed, or what it would lead to, other than putting off the inevitable task of finding a 

job.  After two very enjoyable years there I returned home because money had run out and I needed 

somewhere to live.  I became a lab technician in the Chemistry and Biology Dept of Mid-Essex Technical 

College which then became a Science Dept and moved to Dovedale in Moulsham Street as Chelmsford 

College of Further Education.  This was far better, they had a squash court on site!  I left there to join  

HB Berridge in New London Road who were consultant waste water chemists and engineers.  A few 

years there and I joined Ford Motor Co at Dagenham, still doing chemical analysis, but then moved into 

the field of occupational hygiene where I have worked ever since.  What I hear you say is occupational 

hygiene?  I always describe it as the health side of health and safety.  Occupational Hygienists are the 

people who make sure the workplace is safe from chemical, biological and physical hazards.  To do the 
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job well you must know a bit about medicine, chemistry, physics, engineering and of course biology.  

You have to know how hazards can affect the workforce, how they might enter the body, what effects 

they might cause and most important of all how to control the risks to acceptable levels.  I have worked in 

this field for Ford, the NHS, the Institute of Occupational Medicine and London Transport, and finally I 

set up my own consultancy.  In this time I have sat on a number of Health and Safety Executive working 

groups in particular the Asthma Partnership Board and I have been the President of the professional body, 

the British Occupational Hygiene Society.  A very enjoyable and worthwhile career. 

 

Having lived all my life in Chelmsford I have of course been involved with the OCs for many years.  I 

played football mainly for the 4th XI and below on a fairly regular basis and even managed the team after 

Don Norman relinquished the job.  I had been elevated on several occasions to the 2nd XI, mainly due to 

injury or sickness of regular team members.  It was in one of these away games in the back of beyond that 

I broke my front tooth, which snapped neatly across in a heading competition with the opposition centre 

forward, exposing the red nerve end on a particularly cold afternoon.  We of course had no sub so I 

played the remainder of the game with a piece of cotton wool to protect the nerve ending from the cold!  I 

guess my only other notable incident at the Club was ambling back up the near pitch protecting a long 

through ball from their onrushing centre forward to allow our keeper to simply pick it up.  Instead he 

decided to kick this out but unfortunately had not communicated this to me and from point blank range 

the ball caught me under the chin knocking me out cold for several hours.  It was after this that the Club 

decided to invest in a stretcher as the game had to wait for an ambulance to arrive and take me off the 

pitch and up to hospital.  My footballing days have long since past so I have reverted to my second sport 

and now play hockey for the Evergreens team of Chelmsford Hockey Club with other noteable OCs like 

Peter Hollebon and Spencer Wilcox to name but two.  I must say it is a real struggle to have a few drinks 

at Chelmer Park after a game and then rush up to the Lane to check on the football scores! 

 

I have also fairly recently joined the select band of The Friday Gang who aim to make things look 

respectable for the weekend games of football or cricket and even tidy up round the outside of the tennis 

courts when needed. 

 

As your newly installed President I have no intention of ‘making my mark’ by upsetting the excellent 

machine which is the OCs but I shall try to encourage more of my friends and acquaintances to visit the 

Lane on a more regular basis, and for those of us who already make use of these excellent facilities to ‘put 

a bit back’ by volunteering to join in serving behind the bar or any of the other multitude of jobs which 

we all seem to think happen on there own. I look forward to seeing you up the Lane soon”.   

 

THE HEADMASTER, TOM CARTER, WRITES 
 

As I write, the Summer term is about to begin.  There is much to look forward to, and outdoor activities 

should benefit from a much more positive weather outlook. 

  

The end of last term saw the conclusion of the term of office of our outgoing School Captain, Adam, and 

his two deputies, James and Callum.  As in all recent years, they have made a wonderful team - leading 

from the front and setting an example to everyone.  I know that their connection with the OCs has been 

appreciated, and it was excellent to see their year-group and the previous one so well represented at the 

OCs dinner last term.  I am confident that our new School Captain, Kristoff Ahlner, together with 

Deputies Ryan Seal and Ben Paterson will do just as well in 2018/19. 

  

The end of term also saw the conclusion of the House Year – and this year it was the turn of Holland to 

come out on top, although the outcome was uncertain almost until the very end of the 

competition.  Football, rugby, basketball and acting provided the backbone of the Holland assault on the 

trophy – many congratulations to all involved, as well as thanks to everyone for the spirit in which all the 

house competitions are carried out. 

  

Last term saw a range of notable events, but certainly one of the highlights was the production of Othello 

– a wonderful and memorable two nights, with great performances from all involved – of course those in 
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the cast, who had been preparing for months, but also those in the ensemble, the tech team, assistant 

directors and all the musicians performing original music. Originally scheduled to run for three nights, the 

production had to be moved because of the exceptionally bad weather at the beginning of March, and was 

only able to run for two nights – but they will certainly live long in the memory. 

  

Another notable event from last term was the selection of KEGS student Jordhi Nullatamby, for a major 

role in the centenary event at Westminster commemorating the 100th anniversary of the first women in 

Britain being given the vote.  This was an extraordinary achievement, and I was personally very happy to 

see KEGS represented in such a way, and congratulate Jordhi on her achievement. 

  

Other notable events included a KEGS Young Engineers team who made it to the First Lego League 

national finals, all three of our maths teams winning their regional finals, and notable individual sporting 

success from two Year 7’s: Christopher Sewart (bronze medal for England at Karate) and Denis Morine 

(finished in number one position for Year 7 boys at the Essex Swimming Championship 2018, winning a 

remarkable thirteen different events). 

  

My piece would not be complete without paying tribute to the many generous OCs who have assisted us 

financially during the last 15 months of the 1551 Appeal.  The first objective – the Sports Hall – is now 

looking magnificent – and we hope it will be ready for use before the end of the Summer term.  The 

subsequent objectives include a new Science Lab, a new theatre and better canteen facilities.  The Science 

Lab attracted interest and support from a number of people, but one family in particular will be associated 

with it.  A more recent gift from a generous OC towards the cost of equipping the new theatre will also 

help to make this aspect of our improvements to the school a reality in the near future – I am very grateful 

to this individual, who wished to remain anonymous. 

  

Although it is still possible to give support for the equipment in the new facilities being constructed, we 

have now officially closed the 1551 Appeal and are instead seeking help from anyone who wishes to 

support the school for three other projects: the restoration of the Steinway Grand Piano, the installation of 

new fume cupboards in Science, and the purchase of improved lighting (for Drama and in general for any 

activities needing lighting).  Details of all of these can be found on the school’s website.        Tom Carter. 
 

 

 

Further to the Head’s reference above we were delighted to read in the School newsletter that Jordhi had 

met our own Norman Fowler 

on this visit and that as well as 

addressing the Hall, Jordhi’s 

role was to compere the event, 

introducing the Prime 

Minister, Theresa May, the 

Speaker of the House of 

Commons, John Bercow, and 

the Lord Speaker, Lord Fowler 

with whom she is pictured 

here.  
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OTHER SCHOOL RELATED NEWS… 

 
We were also delighted to be given some information about 

Audrey Hartley who taught maths at the School in the 70s and 

80s and whose son Philip joined the Association on leaving 

KEGs in 1981.   Club member, Terry Burney, himself a keen 

Bridge player, advised us that Audrey was one of four recipients 

of the Dimmie Fleming Award for 2017 for services to Bridge.   

 

The awards, given by the English Bridge Union, are made 

specifically to publicly recognise those who have worked hard 

promoting Bridge locally at County level.   Audrey had finally 

retired as a member of the Essex Committee in 2017 ‘as she 

entered her ninth decade’.   

 

As well as her administrative work Audrey, who is the longest 

serving member at the Chelmsford Bridge Club,  represented England in the Lady Milne Trophy in 2008, 

and whilst teaching at KEGs had been instrumental in setting up the School Bridge Club.     
 

Old Chelmsfordian, John Aldridge, chairman of 

the Essex County Council, sent us this photo from 

the Duke of Edinburgh, Essex Gold Award (2017 

achievers) Presentations held at Chelmsford 

Cathedral in January at which KEGs staff, Mr 

Worrall and Mr Brown were both presented with 

long service awards (15 years). The event was held 

in university term time this year which limited 

those able to attend but Daniel Burrows and Radh 

Siddiquee were present to collect their certificates 

whilst other students acknowledged were Hayden 

Cotgrove, Lelyn Osei-Atiemo, Oliver Barnard, 

Heidi Mills and Reiss Patel. Since then Korede 

Bola-Aileru and William Coupe have also 

managed to achieve their Gold Awards.  

 

 

The second photo shows John and Christine Aldridge with the Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst, 

the Mayor Duncan Lumley, 

Mayoress and seven trumpeters 

from KEGS who played a 

fanfare to initiate the flag 

raising at County Hall on 

Commonwealth Day, 12th 

March.    

The fanfare was specially 

commissioned and written by 

Tim Worrall, Director of Music 

at School, and it is hoped that 

the trumpeters (also shown 

below) can do a reprise at 

Chelmsford Cathedral when 

there is a special 

Commonwealth Service on 

April 28th. 
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…AND WITH A ROYAL CONNECTION 

 

 
An interesting link to this news of the School fanfare trumpeters is that Joy and Roger Bome alerted us 

to an article in the Telegraph with a photo of the state trumpeters of the Royal Household Cavalry 

showing off their new fanfare trumpets which had been commissioned from Richard Smith (MI) Limited 

in North Yorkshire.  Through their musical connections with him Joy and Roger knew that Richard was a 

Chelmsford boy and contacted him to see if he had attended KEGs and received this reply:-  

 

“I did not pass the 11+ so did not go to KEGS but to an independent school in Colchester.  However, 

somehow I managed to play violin and then bassoon with Tom Wright, music master at KEGs, and he 

invited me to go on the School German tours on two or three occasions. Most of my friends were in the 

orchestra and I felt part of it…and of course the Bomes and Becketts introduced me to the world of shows 

and opera at Dunmow, Braintree and the Regent cinema.  My favourite was My Fair Lady.  That was a 

memorable period!  Now I follow the John Wilson Orchestra playing show music and they have a full set 

of my regular trumpets”. 

 

It subsequently became known 

that these trumpets were the first 

five of a recent order for twenty 

commissioned by the Ministry 

of Defence and that these would 

be used at the Royal wedding of 

Prince Harry and Meghan 

Markle in May. The firm’s 

Smith-Watkins trumpets have 

been played before during high-

profile events including the 

Queen’s Jubilee Concert, the 

London 2012 Olympics and the 

2011 Royal Wedding of William 

and Kate. Our photo shows 

Richard listening to these being 

officially tested by trumpeters of 

the Household Cavalry at the company workshop on the outskirts of Sheriff Hutton, near York. 

 

Richard added that since confirmation that the new trumpets were for use at the royal wedding life had 

been ‘very hectic’ due to the large amount of world wide interest in the wedding and suggested that in the 

lead up to this we should watch out for coverage on the BBC ‘One Show’ whilst other items were 

scheduled for ABC Australia, CBC Canada, and CBS USA. 
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Before the Wedding takes place however it is business as usual for Prince Harry and he was shown 

recently in the television programme, The Queen’s Green Planet, planting a tree in Epping Forest as part 

of the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy programme.  Eagle eyed viewers would have spotted John and 

Chris Aldridge amongst the guests as our on-screen photos show…and John, being John, just couldn’t 

resist finishing off the job that Prince Harry had started!   

 

 

 

FOLLOWING ON FROM OUR LAST ISSUES 
 

Keith Lakey, km.lakey@yahoo.co.uk, wrote “I attended the school from 1947 to 1953 as a weekly 

boarder which meant that I escaped home at weekends!  I have been meaning to contact you since the 

latest Newsletter as I was astounded to read the article by David Reade.   I felt this was pompous and 

even offensive. I do not recognise the Nigel Fanshawe I knew from this criticism but, if this letter 

represented the way he behaved at school, perhaps it is not surprising they did not get on.  

 

As a boarder I and others probably got to know Nigel better than most pupils. He would ask us if we 

would like a game of "ping pong" and we had many interesting chats about many subjects in which he 

was well informed. He was always approachable if you had a problem. I sincerely feel that all students 

benefitted under his leadership and we should all be grateful for the education we received which 

provided us a good start for our working lives. You only have to see the achievements of so many 

mentioned in our Newsletters to see this is true.  

 

It is good to see that the School still flourishes in the standards that he encouraged and we should all be 

grateful for that, not belittle it. My wife and I went to see him at his flat in Frinton when he was well into 

his 90s and his brain was still 110 per cent and also had a tour of the school recently to promote yet 

another building project which he would have been proud of.   I wonder if others have also commented as 

I have? I cannot imagine Simon Heffer, to name just one, agreeing with those views. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the work you have done in producing such 

interesting and informative newsletters over many years and had we lived nearer Chelmsford we would 

have loved to have belonged to the Tennis Club, which it is good to see is thriving - we both still play 

regularly at Chigwell Tennis Club”. 

 

Keith Pepperell, kcp31filmandtelevision@gmail.com, “Hope all is brilliant. I still teach (quite poorly) at 

Otterbein University here in USA, write dull books and have just finished producing a network television 

documentary on motorcycle racing. Here is a coincidence. My son Jack, who is Lead Publisher for 
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Raconteur Magazine (it goes out in The Times and The Sunday Times) recently met Joe Brunwin, son of 

the late Ben Brunwin, whom you will recall was a jolly good egg and Senior Prefect. His mother was 

Matron in the boarding house.   Joe is  Parliamentary Affairs Liason at The National Grid and it seems 

Jack and Joe were guests at the same event at the House of Lords not knowing their fathers had been good 

chums at KEGS beginning 57 years earlier. It transpired they live close to each other in London and will 

continue to meet and enjoy a beer or two. Joe knew of his dad Ben's last boxing bout but did not know it 

was myself who was tentatively holding out the glove that Ben must have run into and given himself a 

frightful black eye. I think Shaun Brazendale did the self same thing in a previous bout. Hope all is as you 

would wish it”.  

 

Jack Scrutton, jack.scrutton1@btinternet.com, “As you know, the core members of the U6 Arts of 1962 

have in recent years used the OC's annual dinner as a mini reunion. I have to confess to being the reason 

why we are giving this year's dinner a miss, as I lured the gang to come instead to my wedding party on 

the same day, Martch 17th. Acceptances have been received from Malc Pannell, Wal Tant, Geoff Clark, 

Roger Brooker, Mick Leigh and Roger Perry, along with their better halves and Geof and Sue Garwood 

would have joined us too, but for the fact that they will be celebrating their own golden wedding on a 

cruise. Other guests known to some of you include my brother Rob and wife Julie, and your wicketkeeper 

extraordinary and ex Ford mucker of mine, Graham Castle, with his wife Diana. Incidentally, they have 

both now completed Captaincies of their present golf club in Dorset, having previously been joint 

captains at Crondon Park some years ago. 

For the record, I married Julie on 20th January at a private ceremony in Tring. Julie is an Essex girl, 

raised in Manningtree and Lawford, and still pursues a long and distinguished career in nursing. She is 

currently a palliative care specialist and therapist at the Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted, which 

cared so beautifully for Doreen 8 years ago. Julie and I failed to persuade one another to move in to either 

of our houses, so we sold both and moved into a new build in Aston Clinton last May. Any former 

members of the gang (which featured the guts of arguably the School's best ever First XI football team) 

who happen to be passing would be welcome to call in for a cuppa or maybe something stronger. 

Rest assured that our reunions will continue at next year's s dinner”. 

 

Peter MacFarlane, prmacf@gmail.com, “Page 11 of the latest Newsletter mentions correspondence with 

David Lane.   He was my Latin teacher for several years (1965-68) at KEGS. 

 

If David uses email, I would be interested in making contact to express my appreciation and wonder if 

you might be able to forward this email on?” 

 

We did and are delighted to hear that the two of them did get in touch. 

 

CLASSES FROM THE PAST 

 
Steve Little, stevelittlecity@gmail.com, followed up the publication of this class photo in the December 

newsletter with the further thought:-  

 

“Re December emails and the KEGS photo - the mystery may have been solved!!  

 

The photo provided by Clive Foskett was passed to Roger Bird as you know and I saw him at the 

Chelmsford City match yesterday (another defeat!).  He has somehow dredged up from his memory the 

probable answer recalling that in the final term at the end of your first year those boys who had shone in 

the term work and the February exams were put into a provisional Transitus class for the summer term. 

Roger missed the February exams due to the Asian flu epidemic prevalent that winter but his term work 

had been so good he was placed in this class. After the June/July exams from which the second year 

Transitus was chosen, Roger was omitted but it did include Clive himself and Terry Ketley.   

 

Does this ring bells with anyone?” 
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Terry Ketley, terryketley@btinternet.com, contacted us “I have finally got round to studying the 

photograph, prompted by the article in the latest edition of the OCA Newsletter, and perhaps surprisingly 

(and somewhat sadly!), I can put names to many of the faces. I think this is a photo from my first year at 

KEGS (ie: 1957/58). As I recall, after two terms the four class intake was reorganised in preparation for 

the transfer into Transitus. There were actually two Transitus classes in the following year - 2T1 and 2T2 

- but I believe that this photo was of the re-jigged 1A. Most people made it into Transitus but some did 

not. 

 

Back Row (left to right) - Roger Bird; Peter Duncan; John Lemon; Steve Hayward; Bob Chapman; Can't 

Remember; Peter Jeppesen; Mick Ganley; Myself 

 

Middle Row - John Lawrie; Can't Remember; Can't Remember; John Anderson; Bruce Dearn; Somebody 

Doe; Mick Eyre; John Jeffery; Johnny Horner; Peter Lennon; Somebody Howe; Dick Hickman; John 

Hendry 

 

Front Row - Paul Claydon; Mick Curtis; Martin Gymer; Martin Hazle; Dave Hobbs; Derek Baines; Clive 

Foskett; Richard Evers; (?John) Conway; Paul Christophers; Can't Remember; Can't Remember. 
 

Paul Snowden, 1958-65, snowden.p@gmail.com, also wrote “Thank you for Newsletter no. 275.  Let me 

answer immediately about Steve Little's class photograph, which was probably taken by "Sparky" Hale, 

on the old back lawn between what was the canteen, and the woodwork shack.  

 

The 1958 intake of baby-boomers consisted of four classes instead of the conventional three.  Pupils were 

allotted in alphabetical order, so that I started in 1D.  ("Crump" Jones was our form master; Leslie 

Retford, who later taught at the school, was second on the register after Reid, and last were Mick Young 

and Paul Young.)  However, the classes were re-organised by academic performance after the 1959 

Spring exams. Then the likely entrants into Transitus were identified and in the summer term allotted to a 

new alphabetically divided 1A and 1B. I moved to 1B with the rest of the second half of the alphabet.  I 

am pretty sure that your photograph shows the new summer term 1A, made up of prospective Transitus 

boys in the first half of the alphabet.  I think I agree with your identifications of some of the boys, but 

cannot help with any further ones. 
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Incidentally, Transitus in 1959-60, which these boys joined, was also initially divided alphabetically into 

2T1 and 2T2, then similarly reorganised in the summer term into 2T1, who proceeded to 4R, and 2T2, 

who entered the third form.   

 

While I'm at it, let me bring you up to date on more recent events.  December 2017 saw me complete 

forty years as a university teacher in Japan, where I have served five years at Tsukuba University, 30 

years at Waseda University (who afterwards made me a Professor Emeritus), and five years at Kyorin 

University, where my term as Vice-President will finish on 31 March this year.  But at 71 I'm not done 

yet: I shall remain for a couple more years at Kyorin in the less onerous role of director of the 

International Exchange Centre.  I'm happy to have more time to myself, but will certainly miss the shiny 

black limousine that goes with the V-P post. 

 

Last year in Tokyo I had a few drinks with ex-KEGS Ed Alston, whose girlfriend turned out to be an ex-

student of mine, and Paul Norman, a nephew of Nigel Norman (KEGS 1958-65, ex-1C then 1B, 2T2 then 

2T1, 4R etc.)  Both young men are English teachers, and I hope at least one of them stays as long as I 

have”. 

 

Having passed on Terry’s suggested names to Paul we heard further from him. “Thank you for 

forwarding Terry's message.  He gets high marks for his amazing feat of memory.  However, there is one 

error that you must have noticed already: our first year at KEGS was 1958-59.  The year 1957-58 was 

surely that of such tearaways as yourself and certain high-ranking dignitaries in the high echelons of 

Essex County Council!!  Terry and I have faithfully exchanged Christmas cards for almost 50 years, but 

apart from a few years straight after KEGS have not actually spoken or communicated in any other way.  

He may have my e-mail address, but I don't have his, so please do forward this message to him -- and 

politely ask him to e-mail me some time!” 

Nigel Stuckey, nidi911@gmail.com also wrote regarding the form photo:- “Greetings from waterlogged 

France! 200mm rain measured in our garden this month and the Seine 6 metres above normal. Global 

wetting?   Bonne anneé,  as we say! Thanks for another encyclopaedic newsletter! Très bien fait”. 

  

“My attention was soon irresistibly drawn to the class photo of 1958 (?). Don’t they all look so young?!  

My guess would be 1958 too, mostly because of the “short trouser” factor. I recognised Roger Bird and 

wonder if that is not Keith (Frinjj) Dearn two along from him. I don’t see my fair haired buddy Richard 

Evers anywhere, or Graham (Walt) Fitch or John Jeffrey. These two could presumably have been in 1B. I 

vaguely recognise the fair lad at the right hand end of the back row but cannot attribute a name to him. 

 

Those classes all had separate classrooms of course and I don’t recall any cross-pollination between those 

rooms upstairs in the main building - so why would this be 1B and not 1A, I wonder?? Do we know at 

which letters the 4 classes were split? There would appear to be some “infiltrators” but greater minds than 

mine have no doubt pondered on this issue, with little result so far!   I would be most interested to hear 

about any further developments, as 1958 (1D) was my start year. 

 

At the risk of droning on too long, but having been reminded by a snippet in your epistle about school 

holidays, I will close by noting great memories of an Easter trip to Aix-les-Bains in 1964, led by Jake 

Jackson, and others whom I don’t recall! He introduced us to cassis liqueur and we delighted in the 

previously unknown breakfast drink of “real” milky coffee, served in huge bowls with two handles. Do 

they still have them? I’ve never seen any recently! 

 

Having again passed on Terry Ketley’s names to Nigel he suggests he was apparently heard so say a 

good few times  “Oh yes of course” and added:-  

  

The mists in my brain cleared slightly at the various memories and recollections your notes evoked and 

the following thoughts have now come to mind:- 
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I was in 1D in my first year, parachuted in from a prep school in Bath, to find that the other boys spoke a 

different kind of English!!  Thanks to your transitus reminder, I seem to remember being in 2T2, but as I 

was a year younger than many – no doubt in wisdom as well as age, I was not accorded that giant leap 

into the 4th form in the next school year. I went into the 3rd form instead, planing my wood strip into a 

ruler under the eagle eyes of Danvers and Pike. 

  

From memory, Dearn is Keith (later nicknamed Frinjj, two j’s!), not Bruce, if I have it right.  Doe’s 

Christian name is John, I think? I was with him, Malcolm Marshall and Philip Nunn in 1964-67 at the 

Mid Essex Tech, doing quantity surveying. Bob Juniper was around at that time too but probably none of 

these three guys were in the photo, the alphabet being what it is?   Andy Boud is another name from that 

year. He could be in the photo but I wouldn’t recognise him! I wonder if this Ring any Bells with 

others?”  

 

Chris Watling, 1956-1963, chris_m_watling@hotmail.com, contacted us from New South Wales:-  

 

“Following up on Steve Little’s class photo in the last OCA Newsletter, I have what I believe is the class 

photo of 2T Transitus from 1958.   Likewise I am trying to put names to faces and have got thus far: 

 

Back Row: 1 Pearce, 2 Page, 3 Davis, 4 ?, 5 Mann, 6 Smith, 7 Bridge, 8 ?, 9 ? 

 

Middle Row: 1 Grisdale, 2 ?, 3 May, 4 Murray?, 5 Weston, 6 ?, 7 Watling, 8 Bainbridge, 9 Hill, 10 

Wilson 

 

Front Row: 1 ?, 2 Perry, 3 Gardner, 4 Budd, 5 Little?, 6 Ward 7, Harding 

 

If anyone can help me fill out the gaps, please drop me an email. 

 

Mike Weston, Ian Wilson and Rog Perry are certainly recognisable and hopefully will respond whilst we  

believe ‘9’ in the back row to be Joe Kerley  
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OCA WILDLIFE FEBRUARY-EARLY APRIL 2018 

 
In February and March the weather continued wet, the river levels remained high and then a cold spell at 

the end of February followed with low temperatures and even snow in prolonged easterly winds! The 

Beast from the East.   Football matches were called off in March due to snow on the third, then rain on 

the 10th,  snow again on the 17th followed by rain on the 31st.  

 

The three existing bat boxes are still occupied. The bird boxes have been cleaned and re-sited. Good to 

see Snowdrops and Primroses by the eastern stream and Daffodils pushing through in the flowerbeds and 

shrubs blossoming. Increasing day length and bird song mean that spring is definitely on the way and the 

first African migrant warbler, a local Chiffchaff, arrived on 16th March when 2 Stock Dove and a bumble 

bee were seen. The highlight for me was flushing a Woodcock on 5th March from dense cover by the 

stream on the east when retrieving a football from the stream!  Definitely an OCA first record. The first 

OCA Chiffchaff was not recorded until 3rd April – it’s going to be a late spring. 

 

Another first on Saturday 14th April while I was helping putting the nets up for football I heard the song 

of a Treecreeper.   I have recorded the species occasionally in nearby Admirals Park but this was the first 

time at Lawford Lane.  

 

Local bird highlights: 2 Sparrowhawks, Kestrel, Pied Wagtails, Goldcrests, Jays, Blue and Long-tailed 

and Coal Tits, Skylark, up to 5 Blackbirds, Song Thrush, 2 Mistle Thrush, 3 Lesser Redpoll, 2 

Bullfinches and Goldfinches. On 19th March a Barn Owl was seen hunting over the paddock field just 

south of the OCA grounds. 

  

For all your sightings and with any queries you might have regarding the ‘wildlife’ at Lawford Lane 

please contact Nick Green, Nick7green@aol.com. 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 
Ted Caton writes “At the conclusion of our last report we appealed for some fresh faces during the 

coming year.  Instead we arrived for our February, March and April gatherings to find that we had 

suffered the loss of no less than four sometime regular attendees, namely Ray Collins (aged 91 and a 

member of the OCA since leaving KEGS), Judy Iliffe (widow of Ken), Norman Eccleston (another very 

long- standing member who was one of the writer’s meals-on-wheels drivers when, as a member of the 

WRVS(!) he was running the Chelmsford service) and Dud Courtman (twin of Don and a member of the 

notorious 1950’s Form VA – as were Brian Alderton and Vice President Lloyd Hardy, both of whom 

passed away last year). 

 

The Courtmans were identical twins : the members of VA were able to tell them apart but the masters 

weren’t which the twins found quite helpful at times.  Dud told me a year or two ago that, as far as he is 

aware, he was still KEGs one mile record holder – thanks to metrication – although this could of course 

have been Don!! 

 
In February we chose the charity which will benefit from our coffee and raffle takings this year, namely 

The David Randall Foundation, a local charity based in Maldon and dedicated to helping disadvantaged 

young sports people and musicians.  The Patron is Alastair Cook, the former Essex and England cricket 

captain. 

 

We thought we had acquired a crowd of newcomers in March but this turned out to be members of the 

football section assembling for their trip to Portugal.  What we are able to offer newcomers is variable 

weather: this year February a lovely morning, March wet and miserable and April, the hottest April day 

since 1949.  So, give us a try! 
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Again, we would add that we would be delighted to see some fresh, younger faces during the coming year 

– all are welcome and those requiring additional information should contact  Ted Caton on 01245 

256790 or by email at ted@hausgisela.plus.com. 

 
Form VA pictured in 

happier times at a 2012 

coffee morning reunion 

are  (left to right) :  Peter 

Crisp; Brian Alderton ; 

Don Courtman ; Lloyd 

Hardy ;  Barry Godden ; 

Dud Courtman ; David 

Cox ; Ted Caton ; Bert 

Pipe.   

 

(David Crisp was invited 

to be included to help 

reduce the average age - 

he stands in front of David 

Cox) 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES 
 

As mentioned above, Dudley and his identical twin brother Don were at school together from 1945-1952. 

Both were prefects and House Captains, Dudley, Strutt and Don, Holland, both were awarded their 1st XI 

football colours, with Don captain in 1951 and 1952, both were members of the Athletics team with 

Dudley captain in 1952 and awarded his Athletics colours.  Dudley had been a great supporter of the 

Chelmer Canal Trust which was set up to protect the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation from Maldon 

through to Chelmsford and this was the tribute, “Twins: Dudley and Me”, from Don to his brother at the 

funeral on Monday 16th April held at Wickham Bishops. 

 

 “From the very start, It was always we, Always together never on our own, Never alone, 

Someone always at our side, As we passed through thick and thin, Sure we could handle it, Me and him. 

  

As when we lost our mast and sail in the middle of the Blackwater, And just paddled back to shore. 

And when, boat repaired, We beat from Bradwell to Maldon, In a gale,  

With the boat filling with water, every half hour, And when we canoed non-stop down the Chelmer, 

The first to do it, From Chelmsford to the sea. We were soul mates, As one, Dudley and me. 

We knew we could trick our fellow soldiers into believing that, Like all twins, we were telepathic. 

We both knew our spontaneous demo would work, And to our great delight it did. 

  

Feted from all sides, we then threw down the gauntlet, A challenge to all comers to a race 

On the running track, Outside the front door, A challenge we knew the sprinters could not resist, 

But one, judging by the high level of inebriation, We were sure to win. 

And so it came to pass, As half of the contestants collapsed, On the way to the start 

While the rest, realising their folly, Gave up after twenty yards. 

 

Dudley and me, Me and Dudley, Were as one, Extensions of each other, 

At school Dudley would automatically Cover any of my Saturday morning detentions for me 

Without question and without a qualm.  I simply submitted his initials, D A, instead of my own, D J, 

As no one could tell us apart, And no one ever knew. But what a gesture. 

And to lose his pocket- money to-boot, The home sanction added to the school one. 

But I could always count on Dudley To help me out 
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As he did again when I married in France, the only other Englishman to attend, 

And returned home to find us a place to live, a flat at 3, Hillside, Market Hill, Maldon. 

What kindness and generosity, And what a special time we shared together. 

  

 Well, thanks, Thanks so much Dudley, So much for the trip. 

I never got round to thanking you properly, But I always knew That you just understood”. 

  

Norman Eccleston was at School from 1940-1946 and a lifelong friend from schooldays with Selwyn 

Wheeler.   On hearing of his death Bryan Clark wrote “So sorry to hear about Norman's passing. He and I 

had never been close friends but were always happy to meet up again. Norman and John Barford ( the 

Chelmsford Town Clerk's son) , and I think Selwyn too were Vth Transitus boys whose splendid Form 

Master was a Mr Bone in the period 1946-8. These were boys who had come in at that level from other 

schools and had to be knocked into "University of London shape" to take the School Certificate.  That 

form was in existence then and was certainly not introduced by Nigel Fanshawe as later professed in a 

salute to him in the Newsletter. I was among several who demurred at the time. In a way, I always wished 

that I had served in that illustrious group for in Newcastle upon Tyne, because of a serious shortage of 

teachers during WWII, we took the University of Durham School Certificate exams in four years;  so 

arriving in January 1946 I was more than a year younger than most others in the Lower VI (Science). I 

never did catch up; there were excellent reasons for having a Transitus and a red-brick grammar school 

boy like me never did quite understand the ways of working and learning "down here". I was hardly older 

than many chaps in the IVth Forms.  
 

The Rev Phil Sheldrake led the service at St. Mary’s Church, Great Baddow, on February 20th for Ray 

Collins (1936-1943) and was helped in preparing his eulogy by Rays’s cousin Richard Rondel, who with 

brother Michael, also attended the school.      

 

Ray was born in Chelmsford on 24th April 1926, to parents Felix and Winnifred and his mother, whilst 

working at Marconi, was the first lady to be heard singing on the Radio as her voice was beamed out 

across the world during broadcast testing in readiness for the official first transmission by Dame Nellie 

Melba on 15th June 1920. Another lesser known fact was that as a boy Ray had a great love of keeping 

homing pigeons and that one of the stories he’d told in the past was of a particular pigeon that used to fly 

and meet him from school and fly back again.  

 

After school, it was the time of World War 2, and Ray enlisted in the army. He was due to be sent over to 

France, but whilst working on a tank suffered a nasty accident which affected his ankle quite severely 

which meant Ray was hospitalised for eighteen months. This would be an injury which would plague him 

throughout his life, but he never let it hold him back and certainly didn’t deter him in his passion for sport 

playing both Badminton and Tennis to a very high standard for most of his life.  

 
After coming out of the army in 1945, Ray began working for the Essex County Council and qualified as 

an architect before joining the North East London Regional Health Authority and around 1972, was 

appointed area building officer with the newly formed Essex Area Health Authority, based in Witham. 

When this was disbanded some ten years later he joined Chelmsford Borough Council where he was 

heavily involved with monitoring the construction of the town’s Riverside Swimming Pool and Ice Rink. 

After retirement he retained his architectural interests as a member of the Kelvedon and Feering Heritage 

Society and was particularly involved in the renovation of a mill in Kelvedon. 

 

Ian Page,1944-1954, iapage1435@gmail.com, advised us that he had heard from Miles Speller that his 

brother Rex Speller, a former school colleague of Ian, had died. 

 

Miles subsequently wrote :- "Rex attended KEGs from 1944-1952 and secured a place at Robinson 

College where he obtained a second in Politics, Philosophy and Economics.  He elected to do national 

service as a second lieutenant with the Essex Regiment in the Gold Coast (Ghana).  His career spanned 

over 40 years first with the Commonwealth Development Corporation in Borneo, Malaysia, Rhodesia and 

Barbados followed by an appointment at the World Bank and the European Investment Bank for over 20 
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years rising to the rank of a Vice-President.   He retired to live in Australia for several years and 

peacefully died at age 81 in his holiday home on Nevis Island in the Caribbean." 

 

David Pierpoint, 1941-1948, dpierpoint@talktalk.net,  “It was with great sorrow that I heard the news this 

morning that at Bexhill-on-Sea, John Stock had passed away. I met him on almost my first day at KEGS, 

in September 1941. We were both assigned to Strutt house, and right through until we left in July 1949 

we were the firmest of friends. He wished to pursue a teaching career, and eventually went into the Arts 

Sixth, whereas I wished to study dentistry, so went to the Science Sixth, but we were both basically good 

all-rounders, and always interested in a wide variety of subjects. John did his National Service in the Air 

Force, and soon married Jan, with several children (all J’s) to follow and they were ideally suited to each 

other. John went into his father’s line of business, in the catering trade, but after his father’s rather early 

death he left that, and went West to Cornwall, near Padstow. John took a teaching post at Camelford, 

while Jan looked after the bed and breakfast guest house at Treator, which had a railway carriage in the 

back garden into which John and Jan would move every summer to free up another bedroom for guests. 

The work tied them to the premises, so my wife and I tried to get down to stay with them for a few days 

most years, but they could never get away to come and stay with us in Northamptonshire, where I had 

happily settled. Eventually, after about thirty years, they had a funeral to attend at Eaton Socon, in 

Bedfordshire not far away, and they did manage to have a couple of nights with us. Very soon after 

getting back home, Jan was diagnosed with the cancer which soon proved fatal, to our great sorrow.  

John had an interest in catering via his father, and after he retired from the teaching post, he helped out as 

sommelier in a Padstow restaurant (not Rick Stein’s) in the evenings. To be more help there, he studied 

accountancy and book-keeping, and came out well ahead of most of the rest of the class who were many 

years his junior. I shall always treasure the memories of the hours he and I spent in each other’s company. 

I was also sorry to hear not long ago that the only other OC that I was aware of as living in this area, 

Jimmy Hasler, former master at Wellingborough Public School, had also died, and I have the 

uncomfortable feeling that I might have done more to keep in closer touch, as I always enjoyed his gentle 

and self-deprecating sense of humour. Hoping some or all of this may be of some use to the magazine”. 

 

We also learned of the death of Donald Beckett, 1938-1946, brother of Derrick who had been Secretary 

of the OCA in the early days of Lawford Lane.  Donald had spent his entire career with Marconi and was 

heavily involved in the development of radar and the early computers but was perhaps better known in 

Chelmsford for his involvement in local music circles.  It was suggested that over the years he had 

possibly restrung every violin bow in Chelmsford and it was fitting that at his funeral on March 29th the 

entrance music, Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola by Mozart, was played by Anton Archer on 

Violin, Hilary Cheek on Viola and Peter Cross, a former head of music at KEGs, on organ whilst another, 

David Sparrow, was also present at the service. 

 

To the families of all we send our condolences.  

 

200 CLUB/DEVELOPMENT FUND 

 
Recent 200 Club winners have been:-    January:    Christine Hardy, Paul Taylor and Ken Campbell 

February:  Nick Wright, Alan Friend and Malcolm Tippett 

March: Len Menhinick, Ian Brown and Peter Cash     April: John Wallis, Jim Wright and Dave Cole  

 

As they say ‘You have to be in it to win it’ so for more information regarding the 200 Club please contact 

the organiser, Adam Dessouki, at adamdessouki@gmail.com or regarding the Development Fund contact 

Mark Allison at mark.allison@pinnacle-psg.com. 

 

 

E-MAIL CONVERSIONS AND HOUSE MOVES 
 

We have recently heard from Ian Mackay suggesting that for anything personal, we should contact him 

on i.j.mackay@gmail.com. 
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Karen Wellum, wrote “My son, Richard, 1997-2002, is a lifetime member who receives the newsletter. 

However, he no longer lives at our home address so please could you send the newsletter electronically to 

his email, richard_wellum@hotmail.com 

 

Derek Rogers, our Tennis coach, informed us that derekrogers33@gmail.com is now a better one to reach 

him on.  
 

 

 

FOOTBALL 

 
With the bad weather in March many games were cancelled and midweek evening fixtures are now 

scheduled throughout April and May in an attempt to complete the season.  

 

As things stand at present the Saturday 1st, 2nd and 4th XIs should all finish mid-table; the Saturday 3rds 

and Vets have a chance of promotion  whilst the Sunday 1sts are mid table but in 2 Cup Finals whilst the 

Sunday 2nds have a chance of a top 2 position but can’t be promoted as the 1st XI are already in the 

league above them. 

 
SATURDAY FIRST TEAM                                                                     SATURDAY SECOND TEAM                        

ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE                                                              ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE  

SENIOR DIVISION 1                                                                                             SENIOR DIVISION 3 

 

 

03/02/18          H    GALLEYWOOD              Won 4-0             A    MANFORD WAY                Lost 4-2 

10/02/18                 NO FIXTURE                                              H  HAROLD WOOD ATH       Won 2-0 

17/02/18          H    HAROLD WOOD ATH   Won 1-0                     NO FIXTURE 

24/02/18          A    SHENFIELD AFC             Lost 4-0             H DEBDEN SPORTS               Won 3-0 

24/03/18          H    NEWBURY FOREST       Won 2-0             A HUTTON RESERVES        Drew 3-3 

07/04/18                 NO FIXTURE                                              H BEACON HILL ROVERS  Drew 2-2 

14/04/18          H    SUNGATE                         Lost 3-2                    NO FIXTURE 

17/04/18                                                                                       H  MANFORD WAY RES        Lost 2-1 

18/04/18  H    HUTTON                            Lost 2-1 

21/04/18          A    NEWBURY FOREST      Drew 2-2             H   ROYDON                              Lost 3-1 

 

SATURDAY THIRD TEAM ‘A’                                                    SATURDAY FOURTH TEAM ‘B’                      

MID ESSEX LEAGUE                                                                                          MID ESSEX LEAGUE 

DIVISION 3                                                                                                                              DIVISION 4 

 

27/01/18                                                        H   UCC RES                              Lost 2-1 

03/02/18      A  MALDON SAINTS          Won 3-1                   H  EMERSON UNITED             Won 4-3 

10/02/18      A   WRITTLE MANOR       Drew 0-0                   H  GOSFIELD UNITED             Won 3-2  

17/02/18      A   WHITE NOTLEY RES    Lost 2-0                   H   ACADEMY SOCCER          Won 2-0   

24/02/18      H    MALDON SAINTS        Won 6-4                   A   ACADEMY SOCCER           Lost 3-0                                            

                                                                                                           League Cup Semi Final  

10/03/18      H   WHITE NOTLEY RES       Lost 2-1                A EMERSON UNITED             Lost 4-2 

                          League Cup Semi Final                                           

24/03/18      H    DURNING                       Won 4-0                   A  HAROLD WOOD ATH       Drew 3-3

                                                                                       Patron’s Plate semi final.  Lost 3-1 Penalties 

07/04/18      A    BEACON HILL ROVERS Lost 3-2                          

14/04/18      H    BROOMFIELD                 Drew 2-2                 A   KELVEDON                         Lost 3-1 

19/04/18              H BRENTWOOD UNITED      Won 2-0 

21/04/18    H    FLITCH UNITED              Won 3-2                  H   FELSTED ROVERS            Lost 3-2 
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VETS 1                                                                     ESSEX VETERANS LEAGUE DIVISION 1 EAST 
 

27/01/18                     A  BENFLEET                      Drew 2-2 

10/02/18                     H  RAYLEIGH TOWN         Won 4-0 

17/02/18                          NO FIXTURE 

24/02/18                    A   PAVILION UNITED       Won 5-0 

24/03/18                    A   LEIGH TOWN                 Won 1-0 

31/03/18                           NO FIXTURE 

07/04/18                     H   WHITE NOTLEY            Won 3-2 

14/04/18                     A   RAYLEIGH TOWN         Drew 0-0  

21/04/18                     H   WHITE ENSIGN              Won 3-0 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY FIRSTS                                                                                                    SUNDAY SECONDS 

POPE AND SMITH LEAGUE                                                               POPE AND SMITH  LEAGUE 

PREMIER DIV                                                                                                                         DIVISION 1 

 

 

28/01/18      H  PRIORY SPORTS       Won 3-1                    A   PRIORY SPORTS RES           Lost 7-4 

04/02/18           NO FIXTURE                                                H  CHELMER WANDERERS   Won 11-0 

18/02/18      A  REDSTONES              Drew 1-1                    A WOODHAM ATHLETIC        Won 3-0  

25/02/18      A  DAEN INGAS              Won 4-1                             NO FIXTURE 

                         John Coward Cup R3 

11/03/18      H   WITHAM GALACTICOS   Won 8-0   A  HATFIELD SWAN INN        Drew 3- 3 

                            League cup semi final                                                         

25/03/18      A   STONES                               Drew 2-2           A   CHELMER WANDERERS Abandoned 

01/04/18            NO FIXTURE                                                 H    PRIORY SPORTS                  Lost 4-2  

                                                                                          Semi Final Gillott Trophy 

08/04/18      H   REDSTONES                       Won 5-1            A    QUEENS HEAD RAMS         Won 6-4 

15/04/18      A   MALDON & TIPTREE ATHL                A     WRITTLE                              Won 3-0 

                          John Coward Challenge Cup Won 2-1 

22/04/18                                                                                    H       DAEN INGAS                      Lost 6-5 

                    Double Header    

 

 

CRICKET 

 

The arrival of hot weather is a welcome boost to cricket groundsmen up and down the country as the 2018 

season gets underway, writes Baz Bowerman. 

 

The cricket section continues to run three league sides on a Saturday, plus a Saturday friendly team, a 

ladies team, a league team each for our under-15s and under 13s and an under-11 team playing friendlies. 

The firsts begin the season with a home game against Goresbrook; the seconds are away against South 

Woodham Ferrers and the threes are also away, against Navestock.  Results and key performances 

involving all of our teams will appear in the next newsletter. If you can’t wait until then, scores and 

forthcoming fixtures can be viewed online at either the league website (trippon.fixtureslive.com) or our 

website (oldchelmsfordians.hitscricket.com). 
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TENNIS 

 
Jane Gray, pjane.gray@btinternet.com, has sent us this report:-  

 

Our new pavilion is nearing completion, as with most building projects, it has not been without its 

glitches but we are hopeful that it won’t be too long before we are enjoying the new facility through the 

summer months. 

The weather has made completion of winter league fixtures quite a headache - we are currently in a one 

month ‘extension’ period to the end of April to try and finish the season. As I write, there are still some 

relegation worries so all to play for!  

The poor weather did not deter a small band of hardy individuals who blew away the Easter cobwebs by 

attending the Easter Monday social. We are hoping for warmer conditions for our next social in late April. 

If you are not currently a member of the tennis section but have always fancied trying it out then please 

visit our website www.chelmsfordianstennis.co.uk for more information and an online application form. 

If your tennis is a little rusty, Alan Coulthard and Derek Rogers (Head Club Coach) can organise 

coaching sessions to individuals and small groups.  

TABLE TENNIS 

Chelmsford League 2017/18 

 

The main 2017/18 season has recently concluded and it would be fair to say that it has been a 

disappointing one, in general, for the OCA’s Table Tennis Section. We have been beset by a succession 

of injuries and illnesses which have severely affected the performance of some of our teams and in 

particular those in Divisions 1 and 2. 

 

In Division 1 our A Team finished bottom despite some encouraging individual displays by both Dan 

Berry and Pete Windley. Unfortunately, this team has not been able to turn out a third player of Division 

1 standard for the whole season and has relied on the efforts of members registered to play in lower 

divisions. It is a credit to the section that members have been prepared to turn out to help the Division 1 

team who rarely had to go into a match a player short. With the likely return of Terry Dowsett to a higher 

division next season, this team could well be challenging for an early return to Division 1. 

 

In Division 2 our C Team have also finished in the strongest position in the league (propping up the rest) 

but have one game to play against the team immediately above them (Liberal C). Although the result of 

this match won’t save the C Team from relegation it could keep our B Team in Division 2 as they 

currently sit one place and four points above Liberal. A draw or victory for our C Team will therefore 

keep their B Team colleagues in Division 2. 

 

In Division 3 our D Team, who annually flirt with relegation have had a relatively nerve-free ending to 

the season and were finally placed 7th out of 10 and 10 points above the relegated teams. Particular praise 

is due to Mick Richardson, a recruit from Chelmsford TTC this season for a win record of close to 60% 

which has bolstered the performance of the C Team this season. 

 

In Division 4, where there were three OCA teams operating, we achieved a promotion, a mid-table finish 

and a relegation! The E Team finished as runners up and will join the D Team in Division 3 next season. 

This was a fine all round performance by the four main squad members of Nat Ravlic (89% win rate), 

Bob Francis (76%), Adam Yardley (66%) and Dave Newman (43%). Particular mention should be given 

to Adam Yardley, in his final year at KEGS and his first year in the Chelmsford League who went 

straight into Division 4 and performed consistently well throughout the whole season. 
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Our F Team finished 6th of 10 in Division 4 with Terry Dowsett, after a year out, returning to competitive 

table tennis with a 100% win record (47 games played and all won). A move back up to Division 2 next 

season is now on the cards for Terry to supplement our A Team. 

 

Our G Team, promoted from Division 5 last season, have unfortunately gone straight back down again 

but only by 3 points in last but one place. Tanishq Kotwal (64%) and David Bishop (47%) performed 

well at this level but the team suffered from not having a 3rd player experienced at this level. 

 

In Division 5 our H Team finished one from bottom (no relegation from this League) but this was largely 

a very encouraging season for a young squad supplemented with the experience of Stuart Wintle (73% 

win rate). 

 

Our Junior Team squad of Fraser Heard, Tom Bird, Jake Iliffe, Jacob Heard and Cameron North finished 

6th out of 8 in their Click (Introductory) League and all had excellent performances at some point during 

the season. 

 

Further details about the Chelmsford League, with details of all matches played, tables, statistics and 

much more table tennis related data can be found at :-  https://www.tabletennis365.com/chelmsford. 

 

 

 

Summer League 

 

The Central Essex Summer League will run from the beginning of June to mid-July and we are hopeful of 

entering at least four teams into this competition. 

 

Practice sessions 

 

All those interested in playing table tennis are reminded that Tuesday evening sessions continue 

throughout the Spring and Summer from 6pm to approx. 7.20pm (later if there are no summer league 

matches taking place). Our coach, Mick Parkhurst, is available at most sessions if individual or group 

coaching is required. 

 

New Players  

 

We are always looking to recruit players to supplement all of our teams If you are interested in playing or 

know someone who may be then contact David Porter by emailing DJPEssex@aol.com or phoning on 

07885 467935. 

 

COMING UP AT LAWFORD LANE 

 
KEGS 1st XI Cricket Match against the MCC – Wednesday June 27th 2018 

OCA Presidents Day – Sunday July 1st 2018 

The 2019 Annual Dinner will be held at the clubhouse on Saturday March 30th. 

 

As always, thank you to all contributors to this issue which we trust has again made for an enjoyable read. 
We invite everyone to send their news and views for the next issue which should be available during July 

2018.   Any members wishing and willing to receive the newsletter by email or wanting to advise us of 

any change to either their home or email address should contact:- 

George Heseltine:   30 Trinity Road : Chelmsford : Essex : CM2 6HS                    

Phone : 01245 265962  Email : heseltineuk@aol.com 


