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ANNUAL DINNER 
The Annual Dinner will be held at the clubhouse on Saturday March 17th. Arrangements for this 

are now being made and anyone wishing to attend should contact George Heseltine for tickets or for 

more details - details on the back page.  With the caterer requiring numbers earlier than in the past 

this should be done as soon as possible please. 

 

 

A TOUCH OF SUMMER SUNSHINE TO BRIGHTEN A GREY MID WINTER DAY   
 

President Paul Taylor writes:-   

“On a suitably glorious day for such an 

occasion, I had the honour of welcoming 

family, friends and many luminaries and 

past presidents of the association to 

Lawford Lane for our annual cricket 

fixture against a school select XI. 

The ground and organisation as you 

would expect from the sterling efforts of 

George Heseltine, Chris Flint, Brain 

Terry and the rest of the Friday Gang 

contributors were nothing short of 

immaculate, but that lasted only a short 

while as we preceded to set up activities 

and diversionary equipment for the 

children also attending the day, complete 

with paddling pool, to give a very modern take on the picture postcard cricketing scene. The bar and 

clubhouse looked so inviting that my very social squad and I gave into temptation and welcomed each other 

with some medicinal lubricating beverages in the spirit of the occasion, but strangely enough, given the 

standard of the setting, there was no David “Bumble” Lloyd or Andrew “Freddie” Flintoff to join in our fun. 

The school team, with great thanks to Mr John Davis for giving up his weekend to accompany and assist the 

team, all arrived in good time but due to their age and better professional values, did not join us in our pre-

game preparations. Myself and the school captain, wandered out to the middle to complete the formalities of 

the pre-arranged toss. To the un-initiated amongst you, this consists of a cursory read of the pitch, before we 

agree that whether it is heads or tails the school take the field to allow us to set a challenging platform of a 

total and enthral the sizeable crowd with our full repertoire of elegant stroke play before lunch. This allows 

our lower order to continue drinking and avoid the heat of the midday sun.    

Now in selecting my President’s XI, I went slightly against the accepted traditional thought patterns. Of 

course, I chose the time-honoured policy of inviting many of my closest friends to join me for the day’s 

celebrations, being delighted and humbled that most were able to accept the invitation. However, whilst all 

are very skilled sportsmen whom I have shared many wonderful hours with in sporting competition, and all 
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have considerable ties to the club, not many could be classed as active cricketers and some had barely 

played in their lives!  

This could be considered to be something of a high risk strategy, but we felt we could always rely on our 

psychological skills to pressurise the school into making mistakes if our cricketing skills were found 

wanting! Even before the term was revitalised this winter, we planned to follow Steve Waugh’s policy of 

sledging as mental disintegration as a key tactic and talk our way to victory!  

So, our dogged openers, two of the squads 3 active cricketers, captain of the clubs third and second XIs 

respectively, Baz Bowerman and Andy Cook, ambled out to the middle with strict instructions to take their 

time and not to return before lunch. With Andy Rycroft, still playing regularly for Chelmsford at 3, we 

relaxed and caught up, safe in the knowledge that we could enjoy the morning session in peace. However, at 

40-3, with all 3 back in the pavilion, “tweakers”, without troubling the scorers, my selection policy was 

looking decidedly flawed.  

However, tennis player and footballer, Nick Wright, soon settled to the task, striking numerous sliced 

backhands and top spin forehand boundaries in quick time. He was ably assisted by Stuart Cheek, playing 

his first competitive game of cricket in 20 years, who showed fantastic judgement and muscle memory in 

equal measure to steer us to the break without further loss in front of the large crowd of invited guests. 

Lunch was well received by all, the usual sumptuous buffet style, and our team tucked in with relish, having 

built up an appetite after a morning’s socialisation with old friends. I was pleased to be able to pass on 

formal thanks to those involved in organising the day, and the school, as well as acknowledging the legend 

that is Jason Steadman, who despite celebrating a half century of a birthday on that day, took time out to 

join us. However, as I came to thank my team and family for helping me enjoy the day’s festivities, the high 

pollen count seemed to affect my eyes, which temporarily seemed to water a little. However, fortunately, no 

one seemed to notice (or mention it for the rest of the day!) and we returned to press home our advantage. 

Sadly, the break seemed to affect our rhythm more than the school boys, and we lost Cheeky for 23 and 

Wrighty for a highly entertaining 72 in quick succession. With Phil Steel falling for 1, we looked like the 

innings might quickly subside. However, a resolute Kevin Ford, shepherding the lower order along with a 

few nurdles and edges from your president, hiding successfully at no.8, improved the position and some 

lusty hitting from footballer and former javelin champion, Jim Wright and rugby player, Mark Garfoot 

enabled us to post an at least respectable 206 to make a game of it.  

The school bowled and fielded with no little skill and enthusiasm, with Phillips the pick of the bowlers, 

ending with figures of 5-36, mixing pace and then spin in his later spells. However, his decision to up his 

pace by 20mph without changing his run up to bowl me off an inside edge wasn’t really in the spirit of the 

occasion, especially as I had only hit him for one boundary at the time! Congratulations are also due to Matt 

Bowerman, son of Baz, who picked up 2 wickets including our gun batsman, Nick Wright, despite being 

one of the younger players on view. He also deserves thanks for chasing up any kind of official scorebook 

record of the game, something we forgot during the actual festivities of the day, to enable this account to be 

formed! 

So, we took to the field, full of hope that our experience and mixed bag of bowling options would carry us 

to victory. The theory being that if the bowler had no clue as to what would come out, the batsmen would 

have no chance of setting themselves. Allied to this, we were confident that our resident ‘Dickie Bird’, Mick 

Elliot, who willingly gave up his day to umpire throughout, would help us out by upholding anything that 

struck a pad, regardless of the rules, because of our sporting connections in his distinguished football 

refereeing career.  

However, when tea was called with the school openers at 70-0 off approximately 10 overs, with our 

champion quick bowler, Kevin Ford pulling up lame in the fetlock after 2 overs, and Phil Steel, another 

probable bowling weapon, pulling a hamstring in comedy fashion fielding the first ball of the innings, along 

with a couple of missed chances, the outlook was bleak to say the least. Mick had given us nothing, no 

doubt taking revenge for many disagreements with his decisions over the years, and the sage commentators 

in the crowd were again bemoaning the cavalier selection policy.  

In a reversal of the lunch experience however, the break seemed to revitalise our side and Baz Bowerman 

soon dived low to his left to pouch an excellent catch to dismiss Phillips for 30. I replaced the exhausted 

Nick Wright behind the stumps and Andy Cook took over the marshalling of the field. This breakthrough 

and far more astute field placings by Mr Cook applied some pressure and opened up an end. There followed 

an inspired spell by young Jack Landers, deputising for his injured step father, Dave Grainger, along with 

great nagging persistence by Mark Garfoot, which brought due reward to leave the school wobbling at 6 
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wickets down, still over 60 runs short of the total. Unfortunately, Tredgett was still scoring freely, and was 

joined bravely by the wicketkeeper, who had been forced from the field after taking a nasty blow on the 

knee in our innings. Andy Rycroft twirled away and Jim Wright toiled manfully, with Fordy and Steely also 

trying to overcome their ailments to force a breakthrough but this pair managed to first stabilise the position 

before taking advantage of our lack of bowling fitness and the effects of the days refreshments to steer the 

school home to a closely fought victory within the last hour, with Tredgett, scoring a deserved and 

impressive century. 

In summary, despite (for the most part) our lack of professional preparation, match or any other kind of 

practice, advancing years and long retirement periods, we managed to give the school team a decent game 

and the crowd some entertainment along the way, both intended and comedic. I was immensely proud to 

share an incredibly enjoyable day with people who are very special to me and I wish to thank all those 

involved who made the day possible. It will come as no surprise to know that we carried on long into the 

evening enjoying the hospitality of the club and reminiscing over the key moments, along with all our 

yesterdays, to all who would listen before retiring with a promise to do it all again sometime! 

I look forward to welcoming you all to the annual dinner again soon in March, where the day will no doubt 

get a mention or two, before I pass the chain of office onto Mr Chris Beach, and I trust you will all convene 

in the summer to help him celebrate an equally fantastic day of celebration of this esteemed establishment.  

May I finish by taking this opportunity to thank those who have supported me in countless ways this year, 

guiding a lowly PE teacher through the intellectual minefield of committee meetings and school functions, 

enabling me to witness and appreciate the amount of work needed to keep the association running smoothly. 

Without the few key players of your committee, this great institution would quickly fall into disrepair and I 

urge all of you who hold the club and association dear to make yourselves available where possible to assist 

the sterling work of these admirable officers”. 

 

Space does not allow us to reprint the whole scorecard but the highlights were the 72 from Nick Wright for 

the Presidents XI and the all round performance by Philips for the School with 5 wickets for 36 and 30 runs 

in an opening partnership with Tredgett who finished on 104 not out. 

 

FIFTY YEARS ON 

 
At the somewhat sparsely attended AGM held at the end of November former President, Geoff Chivas, 

suggested that the Secretary’s report should be reproduced in the newsletter to the wider audience.   

 

“I don’t think that I had realised at the time of my appointment to the OCA Committee in 1966 and my 

subsequent elevation to the post of Secretary in 1967 that the Association, though founded in 1895, was then 

still very much in its infancy at Lawford Lane.    

So, fifty years on, the growing process continues but just what has changed? 

The land was purchased in the late 1940s as a Memorial Sports Field to all old boys of KEGS who had died 

in the two World Wars but had only been dedicated in 1951 by which time football pitches and a cricket 

square had been laid. The ground itself has continued much as it was originally laid out with two football 

pitches, one either side of the cricket square, whilst the addition of 3 hard tennis courts in 1966 was another 

major landmark.   

By the time of the 1951 dedication the temporary pavilion, the beloved ‘Green Hut’, had been replaced by 

the ‘chicken-hut’ structure that, to so many of us, was ‘The Clubhouse’ and which still forms the backbone 

to our buildings today. The OCA Notes in the Chelmsfordian magazine suggested that ‘this, now with a 

licensed bar, a radiator heating system, a bar billiards table and new seating and table accommodation, will 

provide excellent changing accommodation together with facilities for both social and indoor sporting 

functions’.  Over the years various and numerous additions have been built on to this central core but the big 

changes came with the erection of the ‘new’ hall in 1973 and the total transformation of the members lounge 

in 2008.   

The day to day running of the club was initially undertaken by the Sports and Social Committee who were 

answerable to the main Association Committee but it quickly became apparent that two were not necessarily 

better than one and a Special General Meeting was held in May 1970 to consider unifying both.  It is 

interesting to note that as well as Nigel Fanshawe, Lionel Kettle and John Henry ‘Pussy’ Johnson from the 

School being present, as they were for most meetings at that time, a youthful Chris Beach, who is to be 
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confirmed tonight as our next President, was also in attendance as Senior Prefect. Agreement was reached 

and this change, with the introduction of so many of the active sports and social members to the main 

committee and the general running of the club, became the catalyst for much progress during the 1970s.    

An earlier meeting in January 1970 had heard that our existing facility provided ‘a sports ground of 

approximately 8.5 acres, situated in what has proved to be an ideal situation on the edge of town and within 

easy reach of public transport.  It is thought that there are few, if any, comparable situations existing 

elsewhere in Chelmsford.  However, the clubroom, approximately just 40 feet by 20 feet, including a bar, 

kitchen area, five changing rooms, ladies’ and men’s toilets and showers had become increasingly 

inadequate in the light of expanding activities’.   Those present at this meeting proposed that the building of 

a new hall as a Headquarters for the Association was essential to complement these existing facilities to 

enable us to host our own dinners and other events at Lawford Lane by providing ‘seating for 200 persons 

with improved kitchen and bar facilities to cater for such numbers at our social functions’.     

The introduction of the bi-monthly newsletter by Eddie Gardner with the first issue in January 1969 enabled 

better communication with members when the appeal for funding for this new hall went out and Ricky 

Richmond introduced the 200 Club in May 1970 to generate a regular fundraising income.  That both have 

survived to this day is quite remarkable. 

Despite a slow start to fundraising the enthusiasm of the committee and the assistance of Jimmy Simpson 

and Doug Rollings and others ensured that the new hall was completed and officially opened on Easter 

Monday, 23rd April, 1973.  The day featured a cricket match against a Chelmsford XI skippered by OC Sid 

Daniels, a Tennis Match against a team led by another OC Ray Collins, Football against a Terry Alexander 

organised Mid Essex League XI whilst a drama group presented a series of short plays throughout the 

afternoon together with a Pageant of OC History.  The day was rounded off with a ‘George Fleming’ style 

dance with music from Steve Clift and John Christian with interval refreshments served by (in Eddie 

Gardner’s words) ‘the most luscious Bunny Girls’.  

The Annual Dinner, the first in the new hall, was held the following Friday with a staggering 178 members 

in attendance!  

Just a year later a complete face-lift was given to the ‘old lady of lawford lane’ with the bar moved to the 

corner of the clubhouse where it still sits, the kitchen remodelled complete with serving hatch to the hall, 

double doors added to access the field and a false ceiling fitted to box in the original rafters, the lounge 

carpeted and a new lighting layout with pelmets and curtaining installed to improve the appearance and 

cosiness of the clubhouse without destroying the original character.   

The magnificent bequest by William John Allen, after his death in November 2002, enabled the further 

major re-development of the members lounge we sit in today.   The extravagant celebrations to open the new 

hall in 1973 makes one wonder if we underplayed the opening of this building in 2008 by simply having an 

open afternoon to mark the official unveiling of this, albeit so fittingly by Cath Glynn, widow of Harold, 

who had been so heavily involved with the 1973 building programme and who would have loved to offer his 

own suggestions, support and to see the results of this 2008 project. 

It is hard to believe that in the main the ever-increasing workload in maintaining both ground and buildings 

is still administered by volunteers and harder still, on seeing how much we spend a year now on key cutting 

and the number of trips Brian Terry makes to ‘Coopers’ for this purpose,  to appreciate that before the 1973 

project there was just one key in existence to the front door of the club, which was positioned more or less 

where the connecting door now is to the main hall foyer, and which hung on a hook at Mrs Griffiths house 

across the way in Lawford Lane for the use of any and everyone requiring access.   

You will just have heard from our Treasurer, Alan Ball, that subject to any late changes, our surplus on the 

year is £10,375 and that our bank balances total £95,187.   

In 1967 the year’s surplus, reported on by Les Appleton, the then Treasurer, was £3.7s and 9d, this swelling 

the ongoing balance to £60.10s and 6d or £60.525p in today’s money with bank balances from the 

consolidated balance sheet totalling some £850.00.  The bar at the time was run by the Sports and Social 

committee who donated £25.00 to the Association for their use of the club together with an annual rental of 

1 shilling, a far cry from today’s gross bar profit of £23,337! 

Our association with the School remains strong but sadly over the years such as the athletics, cross-country, 

swimming, shooting, tennis and football fixtures have disappeared from the calendar for various reasons 

although our annual President’s cricket match against the boys continues.  The days of Chelmsford boys 

attending a Chelmsford school and continuing to live in Chelmsford after leaving are long gone with the 

wider catchment area, though this has recently been reduced, and the greater take up of university places all 
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over the country affecting active membership from the school pupils.  That said, efforts are being made to 

encourage the current pupils to Lawford Lane with such as Year 7 PE lessons and Year 13 leavers’ 

gatherings being held here, talks are ongoing regarding the closer working of the KEGs Alumni group and 

the OCA whilst David Kitchiner, as reported at last years AGM, is working on a social media policy which 

will hopefully reach out to the current schoolboys and girls and encourage a greater dialogue with them.  The 

three senior prefects are still a welcome addition to our monthly committee meetings although staff 

representation came to an end with the sad death of John Gardner.      

In accepting that changes within school and the general social order have affected membership and some 

social aspects of the club we have adjusted to this by hiring the halls out to maintain a steady revenue stream 

and, by offering membership to non ‘old boys’ to ensure the ongoing use of the facilities, probably provide 

sports opportunities to more players now than at any time in the past…a lasting tribute to those in whose 

name the land was originally purchased and to those who have continued to maintain it. 

Over the past 50 years the club has been served by a handful of members with an amazing staying power!   

Just One Secretary, Two Newsletter Editors, Three Treasurers, four Auditors and perhaps Five main 

groundsmen although all have been offered the support of others when the needs arise.  It is to be hoped that 

when the time comes similar committed officers will come forward to replace the present incumbents.  

Since the mid-sixties and the Presidency of Jim Copsey it has been the policy of the association to appoint 

‘contributors to the club’ rather than ‘figureheads of the town’ to be its President and all have contributed in 

many ways.   

In simplistic terms these have been drawn from every corner of the Association and we have already 

mentioned our treasurers, Les Appleton, Alan Ball and the irrepressible and irreplaceable Ricky Richmond.  

School staff, Lionel Kettle, Ken Newman and John Gardner; Groundsmen, Harold Glynn, Chris Eve, Chris 

Flint and Brian Terry; Fete Secretaries, Eddie Gardner and Peter Crisp; Christmas Draw organisers, Peter 

Coppen and Roger Gaffney; the legendary Len Menhinick, Project Manager Gerry McCabe, Architect Stan 

Hunt, Constitutional expert Ralph Norton, Social Secretary Mark Allison and Pianist cum Barman Sherbe 

Young.  From Tennis we have Harold ‘Curley’ Bedford, Ceoff Chivas, John Roulston and Terry Allen, 

Football, Derek Wintle, Maurice McNally, Les Ketley, Laurie Hiskey, Barrie Davey, Peter Gillott, Peter 

Cash, Dave Irwin, Graham King and Paul Taylor;  from Cricket we have Reg Taylor, Peter Anstee, David 

Salmon, John Swinney, Mark Bowerman, Colin Tant, Malcolm Dewar, Andy Cook and David Kitchiner 

with Spencer Wilcox from Hockey and John Watts from Table Tennis.  

I still recall sitting at committee meetings in awe of those elder statesmen, always correctly suited and 

booted, who were fashioning the post- war Association for future generations and I still find it hard after all 

these years to believe that it is us today that have become the elder statesmen with the future in our hands.   

Out of respect for all those gentlemen I have, in these dress-down days, put on a jacket and tie tonight and 

will conclude by saying that to all, it has been a pleasure to serve as Secretary, and so it will be to Chris 

Beach next year, not quite so youthful maybe, but still as enthusiastic for the ongoing Association.   

 

HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR HITLER… 

 
Chris D Langdon (1946-1948) who now lives in Cheltenham has written of his early years and suggests 

that, had it not been for Hitler, he would probably never have lived in Essex!    

 

“I was born in Balham and grew up in Wandsworth in South West London.  However, the outbreak of 

World War II led to the evacuation of some of the inmates from prisons in the larger cities.  Some were 

transferred to Chelmsford ‘Gaol’ (as then it was shown over the main gate) and my father, an officer….not a 

felon, came with them. 

We were allocated a house on Springfield Park Road as there were not enough prison quarters available.  As 

a result, in October 1939, I continued my education at Trinity Road Infants’ School.  One of my fellow 

pupils was John H. Woods (1945-1952) and we became friends.  I was delighted to make contact with him 

again a few years ago after reading a piece in the Newsletter.  

Our friendship did not last long at that time because my parents put forward my sister and I to be considered 

for evacuation under a Government Scheme called the Childrens’ Overseas Reception Board (CORB).  And 

so it was that on 6 August 1940 we, along with about 30 other children from Chelmsford, set off from the 

train station on a journey that would take us to Canada. 
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After a few days in a college on the edge of London, where we were joined by more children from the area, 

we travelled by train to Liverpool.  We slept on the floor of a school hall and endured a heavy bombing raid 

during the night.  The following day we embarked on a liner, SS Oronsay and, with the rest of a well 

protected convoy, set sail into the North Atlantic.   All convoys have to travel at the speed of the slowest 

vessel, so while our ship could go much faster, it took ten days for us to reach Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

Fortunately, we all arrived safely and a telegram was sent to all parents to let them know that. 

We were put on a train and made our way westward.  Groups of children were dropped off at various towns, 

with my sister and me reaching Winnipeg, Manitoba, right in the middle of the country, in late August.   

One Chelmsford boy I know finished up in Vancouver on the Pacific coast. 

My sister and I were extremely fortunate in being adopted by a Mr and Mrs Chester who had a 15 year old 

son.   They lived in a pleasant suburb in south Winnipeg in a detached house backing on to the Red River.  

They had two cars and a live-in maid: a rather different situation to our semi-detached council house in 

Chelmsford where the mode of transport was two bicycles!   However, due to changes brought about by the 

war, the maid and one of the cars soon were no more.  We were very well cared for and spent five happy 

years with the family.  I got on well with my wartime ‘brother’ Ron, who did not seem to mind sharing his 

bedroom with an unknown six year old who had a funny accent.   I even missed him when he was called up 

three years after our arrival.  

At the end of the war in Europe, arrangements were made for us to return home.  We left Winnipeg at the 

end of June 1945 and sailed from Halifax on a requisitioned French liner, SS Pasteur.   It had been used 

during the war as a troopship and taken thousands of Canadian and American troops to the UK.  There were 

barely 100 passengers on our journey and we had a wonderful time doing all sorts of things including 

playing with the 6” gun mounted at the stern. 

We arrived in Southampton after a faster trip than the one out and after meeting up at Waterloo Station with 

our parents and a brother born while we were away got back to Chelmsford on 10 July.   There was a brief 

moment of fame as a reporter from the ‘News Chronicle’ had spoken to our parents while waiting at the 

station in London and so our photo was taken when we arrived.  It appeared the next day on the paper’s 

front page and later in the ‘Essex Chronicle’. 

However, what all this is leading up to is that I missed sitting the first 11+ selection process and, of course, 

all the places at KEGS had been allocated.  So, in September I started my secondary education at Moulsham 

Senior Modern School. This turned out to be no bad thing because I had to learn all about Pounds, Shillings 

and Pence as well as the differences in weights.  Canadians tended to use Pounds, never Stones and 

Quarters, and sometimes the short ton (2000lbs) rather than the one we are used to.  Also in my second 

term, an astute mathematics teacher wondered why, when I did exercises out of the book, they were usually 

correct but if I did them off the blackboard, I got a lot wrong.  He suggested an eye test and I discovered that 

I was short sighted and needed spectacles.   

My parents were great believers in getting the best education and felt that it was not right that I should be 

denied a place at KEGS because I had not returned in time.  They pestered the Education Authority and I 

was allowed to sit the 11+ exam in the Spring of 1946 as an over-age candidate.  Having done so, I thought 

that I had passed but years later, at an OCA Dinner, I got the impression that I only did so marginally and 

had to attend an interview with the Headmaster.  

That led to my first meeting with Norman ‘Nobby’ Squier.  I remember waiting outside his office on a 

rather gloomy day with my parents.  When summoned in, I was asked lots of questions by a very quiet and 

friendly Headmaster.  My parents told me afterwards that they were surprised about my reply when asked 

what I wanted to be.  ‘A Naval Architect’ was my response.  Where that came from I do not remember, but 

it must have been effective because in the following September I joined KEGS in Form 1B.    

The division between 1A and 1B was simply alphabetical and in the ‘Chelmsfordian Magazine’ of January 

1947, I appeared as the first name for the latter which also showed that I was placed in Mildmay House.  

When I first saw the list (which George Heseltine kindly sent to me), I was puzzled as to why there were 

only 27 names on it when I knew, from my first report, that there were 34 in the Form.  I can be a little slow 

on the uptake but then I remembered that there were a few classmates who had been at the Junior School.  

They were not ‘new’ to the School, so would not be shown under Salvete!  In that report, the average age of 

the class was 11-6, but I was 12-8 reflecting me being a year behind. 

My second encounter with Mr Squier came during my first year when we had a bad winter.  One day, I was 

leaving the school late (perhaps after a detention) when I saw three girls from the County High School on 

the other side of the road.  I knew two of them well but as they seemed to be ignoring me, I threw a 
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snowball in their direction.  It was not to hit them, just to draw attention to my presence.  No sooner had it 

left my hand, than a loud cry of ‘YOU, BOY!’ made me turn around.  There was Mr ‘Pussy’ Johnson who 

demanded to know who I was and what I thought I was doing. 

I attempted to explain my innocent intentions, but he ordered me to report to the Headmaster immediately 

with instructions to say who had sent me and why.  I went to the Head’s study with foreboding.  Would I get 

the cane, a Saturday detention or even be expelled!? When summoned in and having explained my actions, 

Mr. Squier listened patiently and then simply told me that I must show more respect for others, to remember 

that I represented the School and to be more careful in the future.  I left in a much better frame of mind!  

Such understanding and wisdom were, I believe, the measure of a good man.  

At the end of that first year, I was awarded second prize for 1B – I don’t think anyone would have been 

ahead of Reg Norton (1946-195?).   I still have John Buchan’s ‘Greenmantle’ which was one of the books I 

chose, with the certificate on the bound fly-leaf carrying the signature of Norman Squier.  So it was that I 

started the second year in 2A and found that our Form (and French) Master was to be W.R. Loveluck, the 

same as I had in 1B.  I do not know how long he was at the School because he was not mentioned when 

there were a few articles in the Newsletter a few years ago about those who had taught at KEGS. 

Sadly my time at the School ended at the close of the Spring Term, 1948.  This was because my father was 

promoted to a new position which was in Leeds.  Although my family moved in February, it was felt best 

that I should complete the term.  Very kindly, John Wood’s family let me stay with them until then.  The 

final comment in my Report Book, written in red ink and wishing me success in my new School, was by 

Norman Squier, MA, BSc. 

When I reported to that new school, West Leeds High (Boys), after Easter I found myself in Form 3A.  I 

never remember questioning this but can only assume that when my parents had gone to the school to see if 

I could go there, they simply told them my age and it was assumed I must be in that year.  I can’t say that I 

found it too difficult to cope with any lessons although I had to explain to one of the female teachers why at 

first I called her ‘Sir’.  I’m not sure she accepted fully my explanation of the KEGS tradition! 

The upshot of my ‘jump’ was that I sat my School Certificate exams in 1950 which is what I would have 

done if I had started my Grammar School education in 1945 as did others of my age.                       

So, as the Bard said ‘All’s well that ends well’. 

 

Footnote:  I believe that I am now the oldest pupil of the School.  My reason for this thinking is that, as 

mentioned above, whilst I was shown as a new boy I have never appeared as a leaver under the Valete 

heading!  I found this out at an Old Boys’ Dinner a few years ago when looking at the ‘Chelmsfordian’ for 

1948.  Nor was there an entry in the following two years.  Was this simply an administrative over-sight or 

was my presence at the School really so insignificant?  I rather hope it was the former!” 

 

THE HEADMASTER, TOM CARTER, WRITES 

 
Looking back over last term, many OCs may be aware that the school suffered the tragic death of one of our 

Year 13 students.  At such moments, the community is shaken and mourns the awful sadness of a young life 

cut short.  Our thoughts are of course particularly with the family and friends of Zeynep, who died in 

November.  However, hope can and must spring from such tragedy. The sense of care and compassion 

displayed by students and staff was remarkable to witness.  Her memory and the causes she believed in will 

live on. 

Such an event inevitably casts a shadow over one’s thoughts about the whole of last term.  However, there 

was much to enjoy and celebrate.  The Autumn is rich in traditional events, which I believe help to shape the 

culture of the school.  The Commemoration Assembly on 13th October as usual saw us joined by quite a 

number of the Foundation Governors, and this year the presentation of Foundation Governor Awards was 

combined with the arrival of a new copy of a portrait of Edward VI in the hall.  All KEGS pupils should 

now have a clear idea of what our founder looked like!  Then, the 10th November brought our traditional 

Remembrance Assembly in the morning, followed by a change of theme, with House Music in the afternoon 

that same day.  A victory for Strutt was widely expected and indeed they did not disappoint.  Then, on 30th 

November, the Charity Concert saw wonderful performances from each of the school’s ensembles.  The 

Carol Service on 11th December coincided with widespread snow in the Essex region – we managed to 

keep the school open, and pupils walked through wintery conditions to get to the Cathedral, to be treated to 

some very fine singing from the choir.  By the time Prize Giving came round  the following week (18th 
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December), the weather had warmed up somewhat – we were delighted to welcome back a relatively recent 

former student Rajeeb Dey MBE, one of the UK’s most successful young entrepreneurs, who reflected on 

what he had learnt from various formative experiences. 

Last term also saw KEGS achieve some brilliant results in basketball, badminton and table tennis.  In 

particular, our Year 9 basketball team is now progressing through the national competition, having won the 

Essex Cup in the 2016/17 season.  The Sports Hall should help facilitate even more future success, and on 

that note, those who pass the school will know that the walls are nearly finished, and we understand that the 

roof will go on fairly soon.  Thank you very much to everyone who helped to make this possible. 

The multitude of new exams and Government measures might need explaining, but we were delighted to 

learn in October that, following exceptional GCSE results in the Summer, KEGS was ranked seventh in the 

country for attainment at age 16, and fifth in the country in the Ebacc measure.  Progress is also extremely 

strong, with our progress measure “Progress 8” putting us in the top 1% of schools nationally.  Academic 

news just in indicates that this year will be a record year for Oxbridge offers.  This is of course not at all the 

only measure of a school’s success – it is far more important that each young person finds their own path in 

life and the course of study or employment that suits them and enables them to flourish.  Nevertheless, when 

30 students in a single year group are given conditional offers from Oxford or Cambridge, one can reflect 

that the education at KEGS certainly stretches the most able. 

Looking forward to the new year just beginning, we have two wonderful performance events coming up – 

the school production of Othello (running from 28 Feb to 2 March), and the Spring concert (now scheduled 

for 19 April) when we will hear a performance of Rachmaninov’s second piano concerto, with Year 12 

student Jamie Cochrane playing the solo part.  Both should be events to remember.    

 

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Lindsey Thompson asked that we add this piece: “KEGS would like to express very grateful thanks to the 

anonymous Old Chelmsfordian who recently made a generous donation to the school.  Half of the donation 

is for the historic Steinway restoration fund, and the remainder to purchase a brass instrument for the Junior 

Orchestra for a pupil unable to afford to buy their own.  Thank you so much – the money will be put to very 

good use”. 

  

Laura Read, lauraread23@icloud.com, suggested that despite having passed Epiphany, she hoped this 

contribution still seemed appropriate!  

 

“Many thanks to any OC members who may have attended the Parents Association Christmas Fayre at the 

School.  Such an event involves a great deal of work before, during and after - and the school is incredibly 

grateful for the time, effort and money contributed. There was a great atmosphere and it was undoubtedly a 

fantastic success.   The event got off to a magnificent start with a performance by the Corps of Drums. 

Visitors enjoyed a wide range of craft stalls, 

games and sideshows, and there was a fantastic 

selection of food on offer. Entertainment was 

provided by the Grammaticus choir, who are 

pictured here and who performed some beautiful 

Christmas songs and carols. 

This year a total profit of over £5500 was made, 

including over £2800 from the Fayre itself, plus 

over £1500 from the Prize Draw, and an 

additional £1075 from the extra Super Draw - 

made possible by a generous parental donation. 

A helper on the Super Draw is also hoping to 

add to our profit by providing 'match funding’ 

from their employer.  Please remember this is a 

great way to donate, without any expense to yourself!  Do please contact the Parents Association if you 

would be willing to support the school in this way.  And in what was a record year, we also made a net 

profit of over £700 from Christmas pudding sales!  
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Congratulations to Rodney Bass, pictured with his wife Margaret, at Buckingham Palace having received 

his OBE from the Queen on October 13th,  to Steve Lowndes on being elected, unopposed, as Chairman of 

Environment Canterbury in New Zealand and to John Aldridge, chairman of the Essex County Council on 

ascending the staircase alongside ‘Margaret’ at 10 Downing Street. 

All classmates at 

School until 1964, 

Rodney is a former 

Essex County 

Councillor and the current Provincial Grand Master for Essex Freemasons, Steve is the first elected member 

to hold the post of chairman since 2009 and was elected from the Christchurch ward on a platform of 

improving water quality and addressing regional climate change issues whilst John, in a flippant aside, 

suggested that with the uncertainty in some quarters as to  the future of his Conservative party and the 

current PM he should ‘try the stairs for size’, adding somewhat tongue in cheek “Hope springs Eternal”!! 

Dame Margaret Joan Anstee, DCMG, 1926-2016, a true Lady of Writtle 

 

Following Peter Anstee’s article in the last newsletter with reference to his late cousin we can now add 

that a plaque in her memory was unveiled on the Writtle Parish wall on June 11th 2017. Present at the 

unveiling was Lord Petre, David Wardrop, chairman of the Westminster Branch of the United Nations,  Dr 

Ziaul Islam, a former long-serving officer of the World Health 

Organisation, Nicole Chapman, Headmistress of the High School 

and members of the Anstee family.  Later in the year, on  

Wednesday 11th October 2017, the High School welcomed the 

Bolivian Ambassador to the United Kingdom, the Angolan 

Consul General, a range of other distinguished visitors and of 

course members of Dame Margaret Anstee’s family for the 

naming ceremony of their Languages Centre. Built to replace the 

decaying Bancroft building and opened for use a few years ago 

the Languages Centre had never been formally opened or named. 

Dame Margaret’s death in 2016 gave the School the opportunity 

to name the centre after one of their most distinguished former 

students, a woman whose career epitomised the notion of service 

to the international community.  

Our photo shows Peter Anstee and John Aldridge, who has represented the Broomfield and Writtle 

Division since 2005 on the Essex County Council, at the opening of the The Dame Margaret Anstee 

Centre for Languages at the High School.  

 

We also heard from Peter Ward, pfvw@hyperdine.org, “Reading Peter Anstee's comments on his cousin 

Dame Margaret Joan Anstee takes me right back to my teen-age years.  I was at our School some 10 years 



 10 

before Peter and my connection with Joan revolves around my musical friend April Cantelo.  I met April 

on her 14th birthday, April 2nd 1942, and soon discovered that she was an outstanding pianist easily able 

to play the difficult piano parts of the Brahm's violin sonatas, so it wasn't long before I was calling at 

Richmond House, Writtle, the Cantelo's home and playing these Sonatas with her.  The Cantelo's took in a 

German Jew, Tilly, who was like a sister to April.  Also calling at the house quite often was a girl who 

was only known as J.A.  She was of course the now famous Dame Margaret Joan Anstee.  I remember one 

evening the four of us walking along from Richmond House to J.A's house in the dark and before she went 

in we had a few words together outside.  A window opened and J.A was told to come in immediately.  

From this I gained the impression that she had rather strict parents.   Although April's career was 

not as famous as J.A's she did marry the great orchestral conductor, Sir Colin Davis, not that it did her 

much good because he ran off with the au pair girl.  I ring April up every year on her birthday.  She is 

such a kind, lovely girl.  Why didn't she stick to playing the piano?” 

 

FROM OUR INBOX 
 

David Reade (1951-1956), soi4plus@gmail.com. “Thank you so much for printing my letter in the OCA 

NL. I congratulate you on the heading which is apt, alliterative and stylish, and particularly for not editing 

out my satirical reference to ‘St Nigel’.   I appreciate that NHF was an efficient headmaster of amplitude 

and profundity, as well as a brilliant mathematician, but I felt that because of the amount of hagiography 

which occurred after his death some veiled criticism of his imperious condescension  (at least to me) was in 

order. He was evidently no saint, in spite of the salvoes of judicious applause. He was heavily authoritarian 

and represented what Aldous Huxley called the ‘nausea of the threshold’ to most of the boys under his 

care”. 

 

John Wiffen, 1950-1955, johnvwiffen@gmail.com, wrote “Browsing through some old newsletters I saw a 

reference to John Jordan, formerly a KEGs master and organist at the Cathedral.  Have you already included 

a previous reference to his death at Kings Lynn, where he was the organist at the Minster, on his 71st 

birthday, 23rd November 2012?  There are still some 'write-ups' if you type his name in Google. 

People do bump into each other in amazing places; we met Brian Boon (1952-59?) on a camp site in North 

Devon a few years ago and another O.B. (name forgotten!) in a holiday apartment block at Lake Garda who 

was at KEGS with my brother ( Bob) from 1957-?;  neither remembered the other.  

Finally, I had the privilege (?) of living round the corner, literally here at Frinton, from NHF. He was not in 

the best of health by then but we reminisced about former pupils and he had a wealth of memory. One O.C 

was his anaesthetist for his hip replacement and another was H.o. D. Maths in the E Midlands. He said he 

knew I was an OC – kind of him but unlikely since I left without any ‘O’ levels although I did get some 

later! 
 

Richard Rondel, 1938-1949, sent us this photo/postcard dated April 18th 1945 that he had unearthed and 

which had been sent to him by ‘Uncle T’ showing a group of KEGS boys at the Heather Hills at the Rodney, 

Little Baddow.  The names on the 

back read Don Post, David Millar, 

Robin Sampson, Peter Rankin, Owen 

Whittle, Ray Bush, David Trump, 

Roy Read and ‘Dick’ himself.   

 

A little research showed that ‘Uncle 

T’ was  Mr William Chandos 

Cowper Turner, a generous friend 

and benefactor generally in and 

around Chelmsford and more 

specifically to the Moulsham Junior 

Schools with awards still given in his 

name for Sportsmanship and Good 

Companionship.   
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FOLLOWING ON FROM OUR LAST ISSUES 

 
Andy Walls, (1977-1984) andywalls@aol.com, wrote “The "This and That" section in October's edition, 

brought to my attention by Mark Bowerman, included Mark Steed and Raymond Perrier's best guesses at 

the membership of, and seating arrangement, of Class 1C in 1977-78.   You asked for others to help fill the 

gaps.  Happy to oblige, with the assistance of my fellow ex-pupils, Ulph, JR and Scott, IP (who 

was mysteriously missing entirely from the plan!)   Our collective recollection of the prefab classroom is: 

 

Watkinson, 

David 

 

Walls, 

Andrew 

 

 

Sumners, 

Kristian 

 

 
Scott, Ian 

 
 

Schelvis, 

Peter 

 

 

Pease, 

Simon 

 

[Parfitt – 

did not 

arrive] 

Saydo, 

Khalid 

Wickers, 

Christopher 

 

Walby, Clive 

 
   

Sleet, 

Michael 

 

 

Rook, 

Richard 

 

 
Perera, Ian 

 

Parker, 

Daniel 

 

[Taylor, Michael 

– left] Ulph, John  

Tarling, 

Brian 

 

 

Steed, 

Mark 

 

 

Robinson, 

Alex 

 

 

Perrier, 

Raymond 

 

Mynott, 

Graham 

 

Wild, Justin 

 

Thompson, 

Russell 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sturt, 

Thomas 

 

 
Rich, Tim 

 
 

Raftery, 

David 

 

Morris, 

Stephen 

 

Webber, 

Nigel 

 

Taylor, Neil 

 
       

Rees, 

Gareth 

 

Morley, 

Stephen 

 

 

I think we've got everyone present and correct.  We've added in quite a few forenames, corrected a few 

spelling mistakes, reinstated Ian Scott and removed the seemingly mythical "Turner".  A child named Parfitt 

never arrived, and Michael Taylor stayed only a few days before leaving for Moulsham Seniors.  Khalid 

Saydo arrived later in the school year.   Mr Routledge certainly had a unique approach to alphabetisation.  

Ian Scott remembers that Nigel Webber got his seat at the front by arriving on day one with a broken arm. 

 

Ian Scott himself added “I believe that seated in front of Kris Sumners was another no-show whose 

surname was “Tanner”, now I think about it.   Michael Taylor was seated ahead of Brian Tarling on day one 

but was moved to sit next to fellow ex-Moulsham schoolmate John Ulph, which resulted in Nigel Webber 

swapping desks, I think, which became permanent.  The other highlight of our first day at KEGS included a 

lesson in the Junior Physics Lab with the newly-joined Head of Science (and Deputy Headmaster) Ellis 

Cheetham, during which he quietly opened a jar of ammonia sitting on one of the side-benches, effectively 

launching a chemical assault against the kids sitting nearest. That may well have been instrumental in 

Michael Taylor leaving later that week, but no charges were ever brought. 

 I suspect that Mark Steed’s memory of the class was affected by his being moved to the front following a 

few discipline incidents during the year. He turned that around pretty well by the end, however (deputy head 

boy and Cambridge). 

The Chelmsfordian was still reporting leavers and joiners in our time, although the time taken to produce the 

magazine made it quite out of date. I don’t have any copies left but remember being surprised to find that 

the Essex Library had them in its archive, but I assume you knew that.    As I have never had any contact 

from the OCA since leaving KEGS - despite me playing cricket there for several years - perhaps you could 

add me to the newsletter, if it is now electronic?     Ian.scott@adacottage.org.uk  
 

We have had a recent correspondence with David Lane, a former long serving teacher at the School, who is 

trying to re-build a record of the School Trips and ‘Lane’ Tours that he organised in the Easter and 

Summer holidays.  We were able to assist with some gaps from 1967-1972 but David is still looking for help 

regarding Easter 1977 to complete his record spanning 22 years!   Perhaps one or other of you can help?   
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We have also received this class photo from Steve Little, stevelittlecity@gmail.com, who is trying to put 

names to faces. There is some confusion as to the date as there are some who shouldn’t be there 

alphabetically if the first year in 1958, a ‘baby-boomer year with a 4 form entry, and others who should or 

should not be there because of transitus moves if 2T or even going into the third year.  

  

Recognised so far are Roger Bird, top left, Clive Foskett centre front and, we think, Terry Ketley at back 

right. Martin Hazle is 4th from the left in the front row and he suggests that to his left is Dave Hobbs and 

then Derek (Boot) Baines.  Looking at the second row, he thinks it may be Dick Hickman second from the 

right, Johnny Horner fifth from the right and ‘Ginge’ Lawrie at the far left. In the back row we have fourth 

from the left Steve Hayward and to his left Bob Chapman with Mick Ganley second from the right. Martin 

thought it might be 1B which was his first form in 1958 but the mixture of surnames suggests perhaps not 

and he thought that by transitus some, if not all, would be in long trousers!   Your thoughts? 

 

Ian Page, 1944-1954, iapage1435@gmail.com, wrote with reference to the death of Norman Squier. “I was 

at school at the time, and there were certainly rumours of suicide.   However, a few years ago I was having 

lunch with Nigel Fanshawe and asked him whether he saw Mr. Squier after he became headmaster.  Nigel 

replied that they frequently had walks together, and that they customarily had tea together after their walk.   

I said there were rumours Norman had committed suicide, to which Nigel laughed and said that was 

nonsense.     

It would be interesting to know whether Mr. Tuckwell has relied on rumour for his categoric statement that 

Mr.Squier took his own life, or whether he has any firm evidence.  I tried to find evidence of an inquest, 

without success.    

One  tasteless memory I have of the time after his ashes were scattered at Newfields was that whenever we 

played football there a bad pass was put down to hitting a  bit of old Nobby”. 

 

In talking to Tony Tuckwell and others involved with the School at the time it would appear that tragically 

his death was indeed suicide. 
 

 CHRISTMAS DRAW 2017 

 
We are delighted to report that the Christmas Draw made a profit of some £1600 and thank everyone who 

bought and sold tickets.  The main prize winners were £500.00, Jennifer Canfield, wife of Gerald who was 

at school from 1949 until 1954, £250.00, Clive Walby (1977-1984), £150.00, Brian Dawbarn and 

£100.00, Roger Gaffney (1953-1961)….the draw organiser! 
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We subsequently heard from Jennifer that she and Gerald were thinking of donating half their unexpected 

windfall to the School’s 1551 Appeal and from Brian Dawbarn:- “Just a quick note to thank you very 

much for the cheque for £150 as third prize in the OCA 2017 Christmas draw.  Sally and I are going on a 

Danube cruise in September 2018 so we will put the money towards that holiday.  46 years have passed 

since my five years playing football and cricket for OCs but I still have many happy memories of my time at 

the Club where I was made very welcome.   After moving back briefly to my home town, Chester, I was 

transferred back to Southend and came to Lawford Lane from time to time most memorably for the 25th 

anniversary reunion of winning the Spurgeon Cup in 1971. Most of my recent visits have been with 

Rayleigh Cricket Club, where I have been the Chairman for the past 23 years. As Rayleigh are members of 

the T Rippon League I have visited Lawford Lane and the Bedford playing fields on a number of occasions 

to play and to watch and at League AGMs have renewed friendships with Chris Flint and Len Menhinick. 

Another OC at Rayleigh is Mark Bailey, who has been a real asset the Club on the playing field and 

coaching and managing several of our colt’s teams. Another connection between our two clubs has been the 

Women and Girls teams and it good to see them both playing a good standard of cricket now.       

Thanks once again for many happy memories and I am very pleased that OCs continues to flourish”. 

 

200 CLUB/DEVELOPMENT FUND 

 
Recent 200 Club winners have been:- 

 

August:    J.A.Morrison, C.E.Watsham,  J.A.Swinney          September:    R.Everitt, I.R.Foster, S.Watson 

October:   S.Wheeler, R.A.Knights, H.F.Piper                       November:    D.Rollings, I.R.Foster, C.Lodge 

December:    H.F.Piper, K.J.Hough, D.Porter 

 

We would be grateful for any information as to the current whereabouts of John Morrison so that we can 

pass on his £90.00 winnings.  Our last address was in North Melbourne. 

 

A couple of lucky double winners amongst these but as they say ‘You have to be in it to win it’ so for more 

information regarding the 200 Club please contact the organiser,  

Adam Dessouki, at adamdessouki@gmail.com or regarding the Development Fund contact  

Mark Allison at mark.allison@pinnacle-psg.com. 

 

OCA WILDLIFE DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018 
 

Nick Green (1970-1977) reports “The weather actually became unpredictable with snow and ice from 10th 

December. Predictably, the allegedly “well prepared” Chelmsford Council forces were unprepared and 

chaos followed – where were the Gritters??  Heavy rain followed on 13th and other days and Essex river 

levels were somewhat “normal” for a welcome change!! The only Kingfisher I’ve seen was up by the 

Riverside Inn, near Springfield Road. 

The three existing bat boxes are still occupied and I’ve cleaned out the bird boxes which will soon be re-

sited. Many thanks to Terry Burney for providing new ones. 

Local bird highlights: Sparrowhawk, Pied Wagtails, Goldcrests, Jays, Blue and Long-tailed and Coal Tits, 

Skylark, Blackbird, Song Thrush, 2 Bullfinches and Goldfinches. The biggest thrill came unexpectedly on 

20th December when a Woodcock flew over me at nearby Beach’s Weir on the river Can – it was flying 

treetop height heading northwest so I’m counting it anyway! 

After the last Newsletter, I was so grateful to Jimmy Hasler for his email but deeply saddened to learn that 

he has recently passed away. More fan mail has been received, however, from David Harvey who 

appreciates that the sports statistics are broken up by more interesting text in the newsletters!!                                                                                                     

 

For all your sightings and with any queries you might have regarding the ‘wildlife’ at Lawford Lane 

please contact Nick Green, Nick7green@aol.com, 
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OBITUARIES 

 
As Nick mentioned above he had received this email from James (Jimmy) Hasler, 1936-1943, before we 

had heard from his brother Malcolm, 1948-1953, that Jimmy had died on December 27th.  

“This is just by way of a fan letter to tell you how much I enjoy your notes in the newsletter; appreciation 

that is long overdue. I am constantly astonished at the variety offered, especially a recent reference to 

butterflies.   At 92, and more or less zimmer-bound, I have to rely from my armchair on my garden bird 

feeder, often overrun by eight goldfinches keeping the various tits waiting. Then the robin nips in to take his 

chance.  I grew up in Good Easter and had a grandfather farming in the Rodings so, with cigarette card 

supplements, I had a good grounding in natural history as a boy so my thanks for much pleasure given in 

your notes.   I note that J A Baker's ‘The Peregrine’ was published fifty years ago.  It is a wonderful book.  I 

was a near contemporary of "Doughy" when he was in the Sixth form a year behind me so I knew him quite 

well and we would bump into him as we ‘hung-out’ by the back entrance of Oaklands Park. Here he would 

show us the poetry he wrote, and I remember it was full of very inventive language, quite experimental, 

perhaps in the way Dylan Thomas was so inventive.  It comes through very effectively in his writing in The 

Peregrine later on.  I, for one, found his writing beyond my adolescent understanding so I suppose I must 

just be glad that I sat in the same English Literature class at KEGS, where he was already honing his skills”. 

 

By coincidence at the time of this correspondence the Essex Chronicle published a double page spread on 

the life and work of JA Baker, a copy of which brother Malcolm had purchased and sent on to Jimmy. A 

new biography ‘My House of Sky’ written by Hetty Saunders has just been published and a special 50th 

anniversary edition of ‘The Peregrine’ is also now available.  

 

Jimmy had been a regular correspondent with the newsletter and following the last newsletter we received 

this final piece.  We will sorely miss his contributions in the future - his funeral took place at Kettering on 

January 16th. 

 

 “I am prompted by Colin Beeton's article to mention that, in 1896, HG Wells produced a book entitled The 

Wheels Of Chance, shortly after The Time Machine. His hero is, like Kipps in  later years and Wells himself 

in his youth, a downtrodden draper's assistant but he owns, and is learning to ride, a second hand bicycle. He 

is bruised all over as a result, especially about the legs, but he has an annual holiday in August and sets out 

from south-west London to tour the southern counties, Sussex and Hampshire in particular. (Wells follows 

the actual geography from town to town.)   He soon encounters a young lady, also cycling, (and wearing 

"regulars", a version of bloomers for lady cyclists), and engaged in a very unsatisfactory elopement attempt 

from an overbearing stepmother. Our hero rides to the rescue in a novel full of comic adventure. 

I saw strong echoes of the cycling rage of the nineties between Well's novel and Colin's research as a result. 

I have an 1896 version of the book, which is seriously thinking of falling to pieces, but there are much more 

recent versions on the market.  Colin may like to follow it up!” 

 

Lloyd William Hardy 18 April 1934 – 19 September 2017 - some further memories - from Ted Caton 
 

“Lloyd entered KEGS on the same day as myself in September 1945, a few days after the end of World War 

II.   I don’t recall him at the time:  there were 45 of us I believe in Form 1A and I only recognised and 

remembered those lads like myself who had come from Moulsham Junior School.   Lloyd had come from 

what we called “Kings Road”. 

My main recollection of Lloyd as we progressed through the early A forms is his goal keeping in the form 

first football XI.  Little did we know at the time that one of his team mates, Des Brewer, was to be a future 

wing half in Chelmsford City’s Southern League team.   I recall an accolade received by Lloyd, unknown to 

him when, keeping goal for the form second XI, I produced an unlikely dive to my right and a voice, Jim 

Carr’s I believe, saying “Hardy couldn’t have done better than that”.   Can’t have been true. 

Lloyd’s goal keeping continued through to 5A in which year to his “sporting” activities he added cycling 

with a group of form–mates as well as membership of a budding cycle speedway team which practised on 

the Bell Meadow car park, adjacent to the long lamented and since demolished Corn Exchange, which had a 

suitable cinder surface.   I recall Lloyd, obviously under the impression that I was similarly engaged in cycle 
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speedway, enquiring whether I could produce a team to compete against the budding “Grammar Gremlins”.   

In fact at that time I didn’t have a bike. 

Towards the end of summer term in 1950 Tom Bromwich arranged for Lloyd and myself, along with Brian 

Barker and Cyril Bilney from form 5R, to be interviewed at County Hall on a hot summer afternoon for 

positions with Essex County Council.   We were all appointed, Lloyd to the County Treasurer’s Department 

and the other three to the then County Clerk’s Department.   My first appointment was to be in the Town 

and Country Planning Section, located in a former house in what was then King Edward Avenue, and my 

route on errands into County Hall took me through a ground floor corridor in which I occasionally met a 

wandering Lloyd. 

Along came National Service.   Lloyd and I ended up in the RAF, he as a trainee pilot (a rare honour for a 

National Serviceman) and I as a shorthand-typist.   Sadly, air sickness flying the de Havilland Tiger Moth 

resulted in Lloyd being re-mustered as a clerk statistics while I was not similarly afflicted flying an IBM 

electric typewriter and ended up at a NATO HQ in France. 

[One of our form-mates, Brian Alderton, was also accepted for aircrew training and qualified as an air 

gunner;  two from one form was most unusual] 

After National Service I returned to County Hall but Lloyd did not.   I then lost touch with him for many 

years.   I believe I joined the Association in the mid-80s by which time I understood Lloyd had performed 

all manner of sporting heroics at the Lane and elsewhere.   At the urging of Willie Rowe, met in B&Q, and 

Peter Crisp, met in former Headmaster Dr Mike Walker’s study (don’t ask), respectively, I became an active 

member and began attending first coffee mornings and then annual dinners.   Unbeknown to myself Lloyd 

was at this time a member of the “Friday Gang” and one Thursday he turned up at a coffee morning (had he 

come on the wrong day?) and so was our acquaintanceship renewed. 

Chris and Ann were soon to join us and quickly became good friends.   Lloyd had kept in touch with several 

other ‘VA’ites from 1945-50 and our number attending coffee mornings, at that time during the Murray and 

Susan Brazier era, increased to the point when on 25 October 2012 no less than nine members of the form 

gathered with their wives.   Lloyd was the instigator and organiser of this reunion, as was he when pub 

lunches took place on the Sundays following annual dinners so as to include wives in our jollifications. 

As a sufferer from macular degeneration and requiring periodic injections into an eye, Lloyd as a volunteer 

at Broomfield Hospital counselled fellow patients worried or frightened about forthcoming injections.   One 

lady patient, when he later encountered her elsewhere, told him it had been “bloody awful”. 

The day eventually came when “younger” volunteers were required to accept responsibility for organising 

the coffee mornings.   The deafening silence was eventually broken by Lloyd asking me whether we could 

perhaps run the show together.   We eventually agreed to do so, with assistance from three couples who 

would run individual coffee mornings on a rota basis. 

We took over from January 2013, during which year Lloyd reluctantly accepted the post of Vice President 

of the Association (not apparently president of vice, he admitted).   It was during our fifth year working 

together that Lloyd’s disability eventually became too much for him other than to join the “Friday Gang” for 

coffee when he was able. 

In the meantime, as I have mentioned, Chris and Ann became good friends with the result that the four of us 

enjoyed a number of get-togethers and meals out whilst Lloyd was able.   The regard in which he was held 

by many was shown by the near full capacity of the larger chapel at the crematorium and the crowd in the 

clubroom afterwards.   We will miss him”. 

 

We have also heard from his son David that Roy Withams, 1934-1939, died on August 24th last year. 

 

“Sadly I have to inform you of the loss of my father from failing health that was exacerbated by ongoing 

Alzheimer’s.  He was in a nursing home for just two a half weeks and prior to this I had done my best to 

look after him for the last few years. Born and brought up in Chelmsford he became a KEGs scholar in 1934 

till 1939, passing in twelve subjects of which five had credits.  He became an old boy and worked in 

Chelmsford from late 1939 till mid 1942. Having volunteered for the RAF in 1944 till demob he was with 

617 Squadron and his working life continued with the Norwich Union.  He played football with Minny, 

Lionel Kettle, Harold Glynn, Geoff Springett et al until moving to Oxford in 1950 with his wife Mary and 

daughter Penny.  He remained with NU until retirement and it is my firm belief that thousands of service 

personnel came home to simply settle down and live peaceably with those nearest and dearest. He was an 

avid gardener taught by his maternal grand-father William at his allotments in the town. An avid collector of 
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postcards, stamps and ephemera, he was a keen supporter of Ipswich Town in the late 50s and early 60s.  He 

would do anything to help out and joined the Boys Brigade in Ipswich in the sixties and then transferred his 

allegiance to the company I belonged to as a helper and treasurer for some years.  He had Penny, myself and 

Judith and was a great, great grandfather to Londyn Grace, the now 20 month old daughter of his eldest 

grand-daughter’s son Aaron in the USA.   It was a fitting finale to his life of celebration service that we 

played him out to the now famous Dambusters theme.  May I finish with these sentiments that the 

generation he belonged to and of which I guess you yourself aren’t so faraway, was the greatest generation.   

Please if you will send my heartiest congratulations to Mr Menhinick upon his 90th birthday”.    

 

We have also heard of the deaths of John Godwin who had been living in Bristol on August 30 2017 and  

Anthony John Hasler, 1942-1949, a sort of cousin to the afore-mentioned Jimmy in Swindon.                                                   

 

To the families of all we extend our condolences. 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 
Our coffee mornings have continued on the third Thursdays of the month with the customary 18-20 

members in attendance.  Twenty two were present for the December fish and chip lunch on the 21st 

including our President-Elect, Chris Beach.  He was warmly welcomed to the gathering and it was agreed by 

all, having seen him busy himself 

tidying up and generally mucking in, 

that he was indeed a good choice for 

President!  The ladies had, as ever, 

excelled themselves in providing a 

variety of sweets along with cheese and 

biscuits and, with the bar open, the 

Christmas spirit was much in evidence.   

Our January meeting on the 18th saw 

the presentation of our cheque for 

£500.00 to our 2017 charity, the 

Chelmsford and District Cardiac 

Support Group, and our photo shows 

Ted Caton making the presentation to their representatives, Malcolm and Margaret Gibson, who spoke about 

the group and answered questions about the good work they do.     

Coffee mornings are held on the third Thursday of the month, between 10am and noon and the February 

meeting will be held on the 15th at which a charity will be chosen to benefit from the proceeds of our coffee 

drinking and raffles during 2018.   

We would be delighted to see some fresh, younger faces during the coming year – all are welcome and those 

requiring additional information should contact  Ted Caton on 01245 256790 or by email at 

ted@hausgisela.plus.com. 

 

E-MAIL CONVERSIONS AND HOUSE MOVES 
 

With the sending out of Christmas Draw tickets we asked for updates on home addresses and heard from  

Ian Brotzman, 1977-1984, ian.brotzman@live.co.uk, who has moved within Chelmsford. 

 

Lucas Cohen, 1990-1997, lucas@cohens.ch,  “Not sure I've ever informed you that I've moved from 

Geneva up to Zurich? Hope all is well in Blighty”.   Having confirmed that he had and responding to his 

query about the state of the nation he subsequently wrote “I sometimes wonder whether I am getting old too, 

as I find myself grumpily shouting at the television in the evenings... (whisky in hand, of course).     It 

certainly feels like strange times to be living through, even from the relative stability and harmony of 

Switzerland!” 

 

Robert Foster, 1998-2005, fosterrobert@hotmail.co.uk, reported that he had moved within Sheffield and 

from Nigel Goody, 1966-73, npgoody@hotmail.com that he had moved just recently within Perthshire.  
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Fr Dominic Howarth, 1982-1989, frdominic@brentwoodvocations.org, is now at Abbotswick near 

Brentwood and Biv Pirathapan, 2003-2010, bingbiv@hotmail.co.uk, from the family home in Chelmsford 

to Stevenage who added the news that he had got married in the summer….at KEGS!    “Was surreal seeing 

the school again as my wedding venue! I was there for 7 years as a student, my little brother, Brinthen, was 

head of Strutt and my dad was head of the PA so the School really played a big part in all my families’ life!  

Jack Scrutton, 1955-1962, jack.scrutton1@btinternet.com, who has moved to Aylesbury, Bucks from 

Chipperfield, Herts and Richard Thomas, 1987-1994, rthoma40@btinternet.com, who has left Great Leighs 

for Bartholomew Green.  

 

FOOTBALL 

 
SATURDAY FIRST TEAM                                                                                   SATURDAY SECOND TEAM                                         

ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE                                                                             ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE  

SENIOR DIVISION 1                                                                                                            SENIOR DIVISION 3 

 
14/10/17        A      GALLEYWOOD            Won 3-2                 H    FRENFORD                                 Drew 0-0 

21/1017         A      SUNGATE                      Lost 2-0                  H    BROOMFIELD SAT FIRSTS      Won 7-1                 

                                                                                                              Essex Saturday Junior Cup 

28/1017         H      HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS  Won 4-3aet             A    BEACON HILL ROVERS           Won 3-1 

                               Essex Premier Cup 

04/11/17        A      RUNWELL SPORTS     Won 2-1                  H    SHOEBURY TOWN                   Drew 2-2 

11/11/17                 NO FIXTURE                                                 H    TAVERN FIRST                          Won 6-2 

                                                                                                   Saturday Junior Cup R3 

18/11/17         H     WEST BERGHOLT       Won 4-3aet              A   LEYTONSTONE UNITED           Won 4-1 

                               Essex Premier Cup R3 

25/11/17         H     BUCKHURST HILL       Lost 5-1                   A    DEBDEN SPORTS                      Drew 2-2 

02/12/17         A     GREAT BADDOW        Drew 2-2                 H    WHITE ENSIGN                          Won 4-1 

09/12/17         A     HUTTON                         Lost 5-1                   H     HUTTON                                     Won 1-0 

16/1217          H     RUNWELL SPORTS      Postponed                        NO FIXTURE 

30/12/17         H     GREAT BADDOW         Lost 3-2                            NO FIXTURE 

06/01/18         H     OLD SOUTHENDIANS   Lost 4-0                  A     BRIDGEMARSH                        Lost 3-1  

                                                                                                                  Essex Sunday Junior Cup R4                 

13/01/18         H     MANFORD WAY             Lost 2-1               A     SHOEBURY TOWN                  Lost 4-1 

                               Essex Premier Cup R4 

20/0118                  NO FIXTURE                                                   H     BEACON HILL ROVERS      Postponed 

 

SATURDAY THIRD TEAM ‘A’                                                            SATURDAY FOURTH TEAM ‘B’                      

MID ESSEX LEAGUE                                                                                                       MID ESSEX LEAGUE 

DIVISION 3                                                                                                                                           DIVISION 4 

 
14/10/17          H    NOTLEY FIRST               Lost 1-0                           NO FIXTURE   

21/10/17          A  ETC SPORTS                     Won 6-3               H      MUNDON VICS                              Lost 3-1  

                             Essex Saturday Junior Trophy       

28/10/17          H  BRENTWOOD ATHLETIC Drew 1-1               A       BEAULIEU PARK                         Won 4-2

                 Lost 10-9 on pens Dave Strachan Cup 

04/11/17          A  NOTLEY [FIRST]                 Lost 4-1                H       BRENTWOOD ATHLETIC           Won 2-0 

11/11/17          A  A1 SPORTS              Lost 4-1                A       DUNMOW UNITED                       Won 3-1 

                         Saturday Junior Trophy R3 

18/11/17           NO FIXTURE                                                         A       BRAINTREE & BOCKING     Won w/over

                                                                                                        Patron’s Plate KO cup 

25/11/17          H  BEACON HILL ROVERS   Won 3-1                A        UCC                                            Lost 3-1 

02/12/17          H  WHITE NOTLEY RES        Won 4-1                A       ACADEMY SOCCER                     Drew 2-2 

09/12/17                NO FIXTURE                                                              NO FIXTURE 

16/12/17          H  WRITTLE MANOR            Won 8-6                 A        BRENTWOOD UNITED                Lost 4-0 

06/01/18                NO FIXTURE                                                    H        BROOMFIELD RESERVES         Won 1-0           

13/01/18         A   BROOMFIELD SAT FIRST Won 5-0               H        BRENTWOOD UNITED             Drew 4-4  

                             D3 League Cup                                                              Won 5-4 on pens       D4 League Cup 

20/01/18         A  BROOMFIELD SAT FIRST    Won 8-0             H         BEAULIEU PARK                      Postponed 



 18 

 

VETS 1                                                                                         ESSEX VETERANS LEAGUE DIVISION 1 EAST 
October 14 2017                     A  SPRINGFIELD VETS      Essex Saturday Vets Cup                      Won 3-1aet 

October 21 2017                     A  WHITE ENSIGN                                                                            Drew 2-2 

October 28 2017                     A  WRITTLE                                                                                        Won 1-0 

November 4 2017                   A  BRITANNIA VETS        Essex County Vets Cup                      Won 2-1 

November 18 2017                 A  SHENFIELD ASSOCIATION                                                         Lost 3-1 

November 25 2017                 H  HUTTON OLD BOYS VETS Essex County Vets Cup                   Lost w/over 

January 6 2018                        H PAVILION UNITED                                                                        Won 2-0 

January 20 2018                     A  RAYLEIGH TOWN                                                                         Postponed 

 

SUNDAY FIRSTS                                                                                                                SUNDAY SECONDS 

POPE AND SMITH LEAGUE                                                                                    POPE AND SMITH  LEAGUE 

PREMIER DIV                                                                                                                                             DIVISION 1 

 
 

15/10/17      H  WILLIAM DE FERRERS       Won 2-0             A   PRIORY SPORT                             Lost 4-3 

                                                                                                            League Cup R1 

22/10/17      A  HEYBRIDGE SOCIAL           Won 5-4             H   BROOMFIELD                                      Won 4-1                 

                         Premier League Cup                                                  Essex Sunday Junior Cup 

29/10/17      A  BELFRY                             Lost w/over              H   WILLIAM DE FERRERS                Won 4-1 

                         Essex Sunday Premier Cup R2 

05/11/17      A  SPRINGFIELD                       Won 9-1               H    HANNINGFIELD                 Won h/walkover 

                         John Coward Cup 

12/11/17      A  WILLIAM DE FERRERS       Lost 5-2                      NO FIXTURE  

19/11/17      H  REDSTONES                        Won 3-0               A   BRIDGE STREET HEARTS FC          Lost 4-2 

                         Premier Division League Cup                                     Essex Sunday Junior Cup R3 

26/11/17      H  WITHAM GALALCTICOS  Drew 1-1             A   KENSON  Gillott Trophy R2          Won w/over 

03/12/17           NO FIXTURE                                                      H   HATFIELD SWAN INN                        Lost 2-1 

10/12/17      A  HEYBRIDGE SOCIAL      Postponed               H   CHELMER WANDERERS               Postponed 

17/12/17      A  STONES                    Postponed                      NO FIXTURE 

07/01/18      H  HEYBRIDGE SOCIAL            Won 4-0              A   WRITTLE SUNDAY FIRST             Postponed 

14/01/18           NO FIXTURE                                                       H   PRIORY SPORTS                                Won 3-2         

21/01/18      H  REDTONES   Postponed                                    A   WILLIAM DE FERRERS                     Lost 4-1 

 

CRICKET 

 

Although it is cold, wet and windy the 2018 cricket season is only three months away, writes  

Baz Bowerman.  

 

In preparation, indoor winter nets are set to begin at the end of February on Monday nights (from 8pm to 

9pm) at the sports hall at Chelmer Valley High School. All players, new and old, are welcome to attend. 

More details about the new season will appear in the next issue. 
 

TENNIS 

 
Jane Gray, pjane.gray@btinternet.com, has sent us this report:-  
 

Following over a year of ‘watch this space’ reports, I am delighted to say that our new pavilion is now under 

construction. The snow before Christmas slowed progress down, as did a delayed delivery of reinforced 

steel, but we are hopeful that by the time the weather improves we will have a fantastic new facility to enjoy. 

We have secured a loan from the LTA to help fund this project and I would like to thank Alan Ball, treasurer 

of the OCA committee, for all his assistance in providing all the necessary information for completion of the 

application. 

The teams continue to have mixed fortunes in the winter league, both Mens and Ladies first teams are in 

Division 1 and finding that some matches are quite challenging! Our ‘work off the Christmas calories’ social 



 19 

tennis event on New Year’s Eve was well attended and the weather co-operated to ensure we had a great 

morning of mixed doubles.  

If you are not currently a member of the tennis section but have always fancied trying it out then please visit 

our website www.chelmsfordianstennis.co.uk for more information and an online application form. If your 

tennis is a little rusty, Alan Coulthard and Derek Rogers (Head Club Coach) can organise coaching sessions 

to individuals and small groups.  
 

TABLE TENNIS 

Chelmsford League 2017/18 

 

We are now over half way through the main season and it would be fair to say that the performance of our 

teams, particularly the top 3 teams operating in Divisions 1 & 2, have been severely affected by illness and 

injury to key players. 

 

In Division 1 our A team are propping up the table and are likely to be heading for relegation. Getting a 

sufficiently strong team out has been a problem all season and praise must be given to Daniel Berry in 

particular, for maintaining a high standard of play whilst his team-mates change on a weekly basis. 

 

In Division 2 our two teams occupy the relegation positions, again primarily because of unavailability issues 

for key players. There is some hope that one of these teams will pull themselves out of the relegation zone 

and maintain their Division 2 status at the end of the season. If Kevin Worthington (50% win record), 

Robbie Burton (40%) and Trevor Carter are available for the remaining games all hope may not be lost for 

our B Team. Our C Team squad is made up of players performing at this level for the first time and the 

experience of this season should stand them in good stead for the future – but a trip back down to Division 3 

and hopefully an immediate bounce back next season may be the best that we can hope for here. 

 

In Division 3 our D Team hover (as they usually do!) a place above the relegation zone, although they 

should have enough experience to comfortably pull away from danger over the remaining games. New 

recruit from Chelmsford TTC, Mick Richardson has performed particularly well with a 57% win-rate. 

 

There is more positive news in Division 4 where we have three teams participating. Our E team top the table, 

a healthy 10 points clear of second place. This has been a fantastic effort by the whole squad of Nat Ravlic 

(92%), Bob Francis (78%), Adam Yardley (73%) and Dave Newman (52%). Particular mention should be 

made of Adam Yardley, a pupil at KEGS, who is playing his first season of competitive table tennis and has 

taken to it like a duck to water. 

 

Elsewhere in Division 4, our F Team sit comfortably in mid-table (5
th

 position), bolstered by the form of the 

unbeaten Terry Dowsett, who although a performer at a much higher level in the past has been gradually re-

introducing himself to table tennis after missing the whole of last season. Farooq Ahmed (69%) and Adrian 

North (39%) have continued to provide consistent support for this team. 

 

Our remaining Division 4 team (G) are currently one from bottom. This is the team who were promoted 

from Division 5 last year and they are showing signs of adjusting to the higher standard of table tennis that 

suggest they can pull themselves clear of the relegation zone in the second half of the season. Tanishq 

Kotwal (58%) and David Bishop (42%) have both had impressive individual starts in the higher division. 

 

Our lone team in Division 5 (H) are also one from bottom and have probably under-performed a little in the 

opening half of the season. The experience of Stuart Wintle (67%) should see them rise up the table in the 

coming few months. 

 

Our Junior Team squad of Fraser Heard, Tom Bird, Jake Iliffe, Jacob Heard and Cameron North all 

performed creditably in the first half of the season despite being placed in a division that was too 
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experienced for their current levels. With the Click Leagues being re-constituted after the Xmas/New Year 

holiday break they are now competing against teams of a similar standard and enjoying far more success. 

 

Further details about the Chelmsford League, with details of all matches played, tables, statistics and much 

more table tennis related data can be found at :- 

 

https://www.tabletennis365.com/chelmsford 

 

Chelmsford & District Table Tennis League Individual Championships 

 

The Old Chelmsfordians will again be hosting the Finals Night of the Chelmsford League Individual 

Championships on Monday 12 February 2018. The action starts at 7.30pm and all are welcome (entry if 

free). Once again spectators will include the Mayor of Chelmsford as well as representatives from the 

Championship Sponsors, M&G, and a crowd of around 100 are expected. 

 

Practice sessions 

 

All those interested in playing table tennis are reminded that Tuesday evening sessions continue throughout 

the Winter and Spring from 6pm to approx. 7.20pm. Our coach, Mick Parkhurst, is available at most 

sessions if individual or group coaching is required. 

 

New Players  

 

We are always looking to recruit players to supplement all of our teams If you are interested in playing or 

know someone who may be then contact David Porter by emailing DJPEssex@aol.com or phoning on 

07885 467935. 

 

A FURTHER REMINDER – THE NIGEL FANSHAWE SPORTSHALL 
 

The 1551 Appeal is still very much open and donations to this can still be made by cheque, made payable 

to King Edward VI Grammar School,  and sent to the headmaster at KEGS, Broomfield Road, 

Chelmsford, CM1 3SX; by BACS direct to Sort Code 30-91-85, Account Number 50386660 or by regular 

standing order.    For this, and if Gift Aid can be applied, the forms sent out with our February 2017 

mailing can be used or obtained from the School.  If in any doubt please contact the School on 01245 

353510 or email your enquiry to office@kegs.org.uk.   

 

COMING UP 
                                                                                                  

OCA Annual Dinner - Saturday March 17th 2018 

KEGS 1st XI Cricket Match against the MCC – Wednesday June 27th 2018 

OCA Presidents Day – Sunday July 1st 2018 

                                                                                                                                                 

As always, thank you to all contributors to this issue which we trust has again made for an enjoyable read. 

We invite everyone to send their news and views for the next issue which should be available during April 

2018. Any members wishing and willing to receive the newsletter by email or wanting to advise us of any 

change to either their home or email address should contact:- 

George Heseltine:   30 Trinity Road : Chelmsford : Essex : CM2 6HS 

Phone : 01245 265962  Email : heseltineuk@aol.com 


