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THE HEADMASTER WRITES 

 
As I write this, we are drawing towards the end of the 2016-17 academic year.  The public exam season 
has just concluded and everybody else has sat internal school exams.  The rest of the Summer beckons, 
with school trips for some, and holidays to look forward to for everyone. 
 
On June 24th, we saw Bedford Fields at its best for Sports Day.  The usual round of events were fiercely 
contested and eventual overall victory went to Strutt, well out in front on 403 points, followed by Tindal 
on 311, Mildmay on 293 and Holland on 283.  On June 29th our Summer concert rose to some of its 
highest levels in recent years.  At an event where younger pupils typically play a larger part than usual, 
the junior orchestra, the trebles from the choir, the jazz band and the wind band all put on excellent 
performances.  It was very pleasing to see the depth in talent.  The Summer also brings the Art exhibition 
(on 4th July) and two nights of Drama on 12th July (“A Night at the Musicals”) and 13th July (extracts 
from “Much Ado about Nothing”). 
 
OCs will of course probably be well aware of the occasions when the KEGS cricket first XI makes its 
way over to the OCs grounds.  Matches against the MCC and the President’s XI were both fiercely 
contested, although this year the MCC side was rather stronger than the school team. 
 
The trips season is now firmly upon us.  This Summer these have included visits to Bletchley Park, the 
French and German exchanges, the choir tour to Barcelona and the cricket tour to Grenada, theatre trips, 
Geography field trips, DofE expeditions, Art trips, Space Camp in the USA, the CCF Romania Summer 
trek and the Y12 English trip to Stratford.  There is a huge variety of opportunities for pupils. 
 
The end of the Summer also means farewells to teachers who are retiring or moving on.  This Summer 
four of our teaching staff are leaving us – three to retire (Sandra Naish, Stuart Hitch and Jenny Platt) and 
one to take up a post in a Chinese University (Bill Wheeler).  At the end of term we will be thanking them 
for their service to the school.  Such departures mean, for school leaders, that there is a resulting search 
for suitable staff to make sure that there will be teachers in place for September.  This has become 
increasingly difficult recently, but I am pleased to say that we have filled all the gaps with excellent 
recruits. 
 
Before signing off, I would like to return to the subject of the 1551 Appeal, which OCs will have read 
about various times this year.  We were absolutely delighted with the support we received from so many 
people, and this did enable us to instruct the builders and commence work on the Sports Hall in May.  It 
is tremendously exciting to see the outline of the building as the foundations are put in.  It should be a 
huge asset for the school for the future, and also allow a good deal of community use for indoor sports.  
Thank you very much to all those OCs who have helped to make this happen.  We are still fund raising 
towards the proposed new science lab and theatre, so if anyone is still considering supporting us in this 
way, please do get in touch. 
 
I wish everyone an excellent Summer.                                                                                        Tom Carter 
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As mentioned above the 1551 Appeal is still very much open and donations to this can still be made by 

cheque, made payable to King Edward VI Grammar School,  and sent to the headmaster at KEGS, 

Broomfield Road, Chelmsford, CM1 3SX; by BACS direct to Sort Code 30-91-85, Account Number 

50386660 or by regular standing order.    For this, and if Gift Aid can be applied to ‘one off’ payments, 

the forms sent out with our February mailing can be used.  If in any doubt please contact the School 

on 01245 353510 or email your enquiry to office@kegs.org.uk.   

 

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 

Bryan Clark, 1946-1948, brydorclk@virginmedia.com, wrote:-  
 
“I have been meaning to ask somebody when and why the name of the school was changed from King 
Edward VI School to include the word Grammar.  It didn't when I was there!” 
 

 We put this question to former headmaster and ‘school historian’, Tony Tuckwell, who replied:-  

 

“The question your correspondent has posed could equally have been, "when was the word 'grammar' in 
the school's title dropped and when was it reinstated?", as for the overwhelming majority of its history the 
adjective has been there. It was only dropped officially by the school from about 1900 to1984 though 
never entirely within the school or town, as the use of KEGS or 'the grammar school' illustrates. 
 
Its name from the start in 1551 was Chelmsford Free Grammar School. The 'grammar' element was 
certainly retained until government reform of the endowed schools curricula in 1869 which freed them 
from enforced concentration on the teaching of classical grammar. The capacity to extend their offering to 
science, maths, modern history etc would have made the retention of the adjective less of an absolute 
requirement though the school, in fact, did choose to retain it. In the local press  'grammar' is dropped 
from the King Edward VI Grammar School title for the first time in 1900 so it would appear to have been 
a decision of Headmaster Frank Rogers (1885-1909). As he was a great advocate of science and technical 
teaching it may be that he felt retention of 'grammar' gave too limited a view of what he wanted to 
achieve. However cricket scorecards from his time still use the acronym KEGS so there is no absolute 
logic in the situation. Older residents will tell you that locals throughout the 20th century still referred to 
it as 'the grammar school'. Indeed, through the whole period from 1890 to 1950 the Chelmsford 

Chronicle uses both Chelmsford Grammar School and King Edward VI School interchangeably within 
the same article.  
 
When Nigel Fanshawe became Head in 1949 he made reference in newspaper interviews to 'the grammar 
school'. Unfortunately the magnificent online British Newspaper Archive copies of the Chelmsford 

Chronicle do not extend beyond 1949.  However, when I became Head in January 1984 the school headed 
notepaper, of which there were considerable stocks, still used the shortened title King Edward VI School, 
though it continued to celebrate the contradictory acronym KEGS. I was informed that dropping  
'grammar' represented the school's independent spirit during its long battles over comprehensivisation 
when its future seemed likely to be as a fee-paying school (selective fee-paying schools by and large did 
not use the word  'grammar') but I think it went back further than that to Frank Rogers' time. It also needs 
to be remembered that, from 1889 to 1944, the school was an independent foundation, albeit not wealthy, 
into which the County Council increasingly bought places for its more able local students in the absence 
on any other affordable secondary education provision. The school was in the driving seat in terms of 
what it chose to call itself. 
 
That changed in 1944 when the school became fully enmeshed in the state system as a Voluntary 
Controlled School with the County Council taking over maintenance of the buildings, payment of staff 
and pupil admissions. They and the Ministry of Education gave it the legal title of King Edward VI 
Grammar School though nobody seemed to object to the school's dropping the 'grammar' (which however 
it implicitly retained by referring to itself as KEGS).  
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By 1984 the comprehensivisation battle had been won and the Labour Party was swinging so far to the 
left as to be unelectable.  Plus ça change ...!   I immediately started using the proper title of King Edward 
VI Grammar School, which had been its legal title since it came fully into the state system in 1944. HMI, 
the Department of Education, Local Authorities all knew it by that name. We changed the title on the 
headed notepaper when supplies ran out in 1986!  
 
As an Anthony who has informally always been called Tony but on cheques, legal documents, job 
applications, medical records etc always has to use Anthony, I sympathise with KEGS' variable identity.  
 
However, in the modern era, when those who pay your wages and fund your buildings have given you a 
legal title it makes sense to use it……I hope this helps a little” 
 
 

NEVER TOO OLD! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A regular visitor at our annual dinners with his sons, former President John and Paul, is 94 year old 
Nelson Swinney. 
 
Nelson, of Bury St Edmunds, recently enjoyed a thrilling flight in a T9 spitfire at Duxford Airfield as a 
birthday gift from his younger son Paul.   ‘Spitfire’ Nelson was an engineer on Spitfires and Hurricanes 
after joining the RAF in 1941 and was shipped out to Libya where the war in the Western desert was at its 
height.  
 
His sons John and Paul always knew their dad’s war experiences were an ‘essential part of his being’ - 
especially after regular weekend visits to airshows, model making on the kitchen table and a ‘remarkable 
recollection’ of his time in the RAF.   Paul said: “It was, therefore, a very moving moment for us all to 
see him climb into a Spitfire, an aircraft that, even now, he could describe in the most intimate detail.  
He had wanted to be a pilot and enlisted as soon as he was old enough. But he had poor eyesight, such 
that he crashed his bike into the Henley-on-Thames recruiting officer’s front door, when careering in to 
offer his services to King and Country.”  
 
Nelson joined a pilot for the flight in the two-seater Spitfire which saw action during the Second World 
War. He said: “It was such a pleasure to be up for 30 minutes flying in a big circle over Duxford, 
Cambridge and Newmarket. And it wasn’t just a placid drive around the sky - we did some diving around 
which was thrilling. It’s probably a once-in-a-lifetime experience but it was great fun and I would love to 
do it every day of the week.”  
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Nelson still puts in a 30-hour a week work shift at an office desk - catching a bus from Bury to 
Newmarket and then taking a taxi to the Lynx Business Park. There he works as a credit controller for 
Tristel Solutions Ltd, manufacturers of products for infection protection and contamination control, with 
his son Paul and another fellow Old Chelmsfordian, Kevin Menhinick. 
 

                                                                    THIS AND THAT 
 
Our congratulations to Rodney Bass, (1957-1964), a former Chairman of the Essex County Council, who 
was awarded an OBE in the recent Queen’s birthday honours for services to local government which 
spanned a full fifty years.  (In offering these congratulations we are still disappointed that during his time 

as member for Highways and Transportation and more latterly Infrastructure he failed to use his 

influence to get the drains cleaned and unblocked along our Roxwell Road boundary which still causes 

flooding to our gateway every time it rains heavily!) 

 
Rodney is also Provincial 
Grand Master of the Essex 
Freemasons (and an 
Honorary Member of the 
OCs Lodge) and is pictured 
here, second right, with Sir 
David Wootton, Assistant 
Grand Master of the United 
Grand Lodge of England.  
 The was on the recent 
occasion of a Service of 
Thanksgiving at 
Chelmsford Cathedral to 
celebrate 300 years of 
English Freemasonry. 
The sharp eyed will have 
also spotted John Aldridge, 
third left, attending the 
service as the current Chairman of the Essex County Council.    Rodney suggests that this shows John, his 
former fellow school colleague and lifelong friend, in his proper place…..firmly in the background!!! 
 
Nic Hughes, 1982-1989, nic-hughes@tiscali.co.uk, suggested that were we looking for an article for a  
future publication, we might like to add that he has just been elected to the Town Council of Royal 
Wootton Bassett.  “While not a very significant position in the political arena, you will be aware the 
Town itself is well known for its role of reparations during the Iraq and Afghanistan campaigns”.   
As suggested we would be happy to receive more news from him.  
 

Peter Wynn, 1961-1968, peterwynn@live.co.uk, wrote to say that he’d been meaning to write and ask 
for future copies of the newsletter to be sent to him by e mail and that the arrival of the latest paper copy 
had reminded him to do something about it at last.  He added that “I am now retired from teaching civil 
engineering, one of my last activities in the area being to write a hydraulics textbook for the Institution of 
Civil Engineers.  A lot of my time is now spent (or wasted) doing family history which, apart from the 
usual ag. labs., has produced some surprises: for example a 17th century ancestor who was being paid 
during the reign of Charles II from the Secret Service budget as well as receiving similar funding from the 
Czar of Russia.   Closer to home, a cousin of my wife's grandmother was headmaster of Wolverhampton 
Grammar whilst Nigel Fanshawe was a pupil there”. 
 
Pat Ager, 1953-1959, roverp5a@yahoo.com, wrote enquiring about the School 1551 Appeal tie which he 
would have proudly worn in Wisconsin, North Carolina, but was disappointed to hear that the stock of 
these had all been sold.   
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He added that he hoped to pull together some more pictures and experiences for publication soon and that 
his email address is based on the gorgeous old 1964 Rover P5 that ‘I never could afford – and still bl**dy 
well can't!’   “The British Racing Green 3 Litre Rover P5 with the straight six engine was always my 
favourite - I checked with a guy in Holland a couple of years ago, and he would have been happy to sell 
me his left hand drive model for $25,000.  Bl**dy cheek!  The P5B is also beautiful, but it has a Buick 
(US) V8 in it”.  
 

He wondered if there might be other members who would like to put their name down on a list for one 

of these ties with which we could encourage the School to order a re-print.   

 

FOLLOWING ON FROM OUR LAST ISSUES 

 
Nigel Stuckey, 1958-1964, nidi911@gmail.com, wrote from France following their Presidential 
election:-   “Bonjour George, A new day and a new President! The worst (FN) disaster avoided, but 
stormy seas ahead for we expats!   Thanks for another impeccably presented newsletter! 
  
The memory cells jangled (?!) a bit when I read about Chris Weekes and John Aldridge on page 4. They 
must have been contemporaries of mine, but I only remember Mick Aldridge, who I know is sadly no 
longer with us. 
  
The cells jangled again when my “rheumy old eyes” fell upon the photo of the Lower VI of 1963-64!!  
 
Allowing for the age of the photo and the blurry technology of the time, I venture to suggest that second 
left top row is ME! I didn’t have a “Hitler moustache” as I recall, but the features and height look right. I 
can’t remember if the Lower 6th was split into 2 alphabetically, but the two ground floor front rooms 
either side of the entrance were, I thought, both class rooms. The photo shows 17 ‘rising stars’, not 
enough for a full “bulge” year?   Several faces are familiar, but the only ones I could perhaps put names 
to are ?Newman (extreme right middle row) and Tim Watt (extreme right front row). If these 17 all have 
surnames beginning with letters from the latter half of the alphabet, my theory about the two classes could 
have some substance. If Chris Weekes or other OCs have any more names, I would be very glad to know. 
  
I remember we went on a school trip to Aix-les-Bains around Easter 1964, led by “Jake” Jackson and 
some other teachers. Great excitement on my first excursion across the Channel! My buddies on that trip 
were Andy Boud, John Jeffery, Keith (Frinj) Dearn and Richard Evers, none of whom appear in the photo 
as far as I can judge. 
  
I was sorry to hear of the passing of Peter Pike, whose muscular physique was often to be seen at the front 
of my PT classes! As a new boy, I also remember quaking in Mr (Major) Danvers woodwork shop with 
my ruler, planed to within a millimetre of being a shaving! 
  
I am however glad to know that Ken (KJN) Newman is still around. He made the subject of geography 
fascinating for me; an interest I retain to this day. 
 
I don’t wish to prolong this Lower VI photo ID exercise endlessly, but, memory jogged again, can’t resist 
adding two more bits of information! 
 
1. Far left front row is how I remember Andrew Turnbull, but I thought he had left the school by then? 
We used to travel together on the slam-door green trains to and from Shenfield! 
 
2. There was indeed a Nick Till(e)y? who I remember as a fearsome fast bowler; not always accurate but 
certainly fast!                        With that, I’ll leave to your editorial duties for now!” 
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We were delighted to also hear from the above-mentioned Tim Watt, timwatt1@sky.com, 

 
“George,   You may or may not remember me; Tim Watt aka “Elvis,” 1957-65.  Wynford Grant 
forwarded me a copy of the OCA Magazine for May but, sadly, I cannot open it.  Perhaps it’s time I 
subscribed!  Though I have to confess to often having the newsletter passed on to me by John Mee, 
1943-45, I think. 
  
Despite having only seen Wynford once since 1972 he very kindly invited me, along with Richard 

Thomas, “The Archbishop,”  to his 70th birthday party last month.  It was very good to see him again 
and we shared some good memories….and some good wine. 
  
I have lived in Burnham-on-Crouch for over thirty years, married to Maureen, nee Wigston, from the 
Tech, where she was and remains best friends with Richard’s sister Sally.  I see Richard regularly and am 
also in touch with Simon Mills, once a hockey man and Tony Rowlands, whose aspirations to stardom 
were never, quite, realised”. 
  
We confirmed to Tim that we did indeed remember him, especially for the many occasions in class 

when a new master would ask his name, and on being told ‘Watt, Sir’ would then repeat the question 

to the amusement of all!    We believe, from our records, that John Mee’s years at school were actually 

somewhat longer, from 1943-1950. 
 
Paul Snowden,  1958-1965, snowden.p@gmail.com, also followed up the last issue with “Thank you for 
the latest Newsletter.  Two things puzzle me.  First, I'm pretty sure that when Chris Weekes and I joined 
Form 1D in September, 1958, he had that penultimate "e" in his name that is not there in the Newsletter.  
Has he subsequently dropped it by deed poll or whatever, or is my memory serving me less well?   

Second, the photo of "leavers" in July, 1958 contains persons whom I remember from my 1D days later 
that year: Choppin, Curtis, Carver et al.  Did they not Leave…..but Remain in the end? 

The photo of Lower VI Arts from 1963-64 --the year after me-- contains a few whose faces and names I 
remember, many whose faces are familiar but the names are lost, and even some whom I don't recall at 
all.  Which suggests I could well be wrong about Chris Weekes's penultimate "e"; but it would be nice to 
have confirmation. 

I was sorry to hear that Peter Pike had passed away.  He was always a friendly (except for the time he left 
the shape of a plimsoll imprinted on my bottom as punishment for daring to speak before attempting a 
high jump on Westfields) face at PE and Games, which, unlike so many boys at KEGS, I absolutely 
loathed.  My memories of boxing, back-hanging from the wallbars, cold showers after slopping through a 
trough of violet disinfectant and other horrors have not, unfortunately, faded with the years. 

By the way, if Edward Alston, in Tokyo for a year, wants to contact me --forty-plus years teaching 
English to Japanese students--, I'll be happy to hear from him along with any other old friends too”. 

Paul also contacted us after we had sent out details of the summer events at the school to our email 

recipients with the suggestion that for some, attendance at these might be a journey too far:- 

 
“You're right: it's a bit too far for me, but thanks for bringing back memories of selling concert 
programmes for 3d each, as a first-former helping at the Summer Concert and similar events in 1958-59.  
I recall one that was held in the middle pound, with some seats upstairs on the roof above.  My first 
acquaintance with ‘excruciating puns’ was when all those pennies in my pocket were getting too heavy, 
and I walked out of the Hall during a concert to hand over the money at the ticket desk, only to be 
rebuked: "Don't make a movement during a movement, ho, ho," by (I think) the junior Choppin”. 
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The Chelmsfordian shows that Carver, Choppin and Curtis all left from the Upper VI Science in July 

1959 so yes, they were obviously ‘Remainers’ and Chris Weekes does of course have that third ‘e’.   In 

attempting to justify the editorial omission I reproduce Chris’s email header “C R WEEKS, 

weebex12@hotmail.com”!:    Chris himself suggested that the Weekes domain with the third ‘e’ had 

already been taken by another and added:- 

 
 “I have managed to fill a few gaps with help from Nigel Stuckey so if you put this into the next edition 
we might be able to complete the picture”.  
 
Back Row, Left to Right:  Richard? THOMAS, Nigel STUCKEY, Martin OST, Tony WILDER?, M? 
SHARP and Jim PARKER 

 
Middle Row, Left to Right:  Les RETFORD, C SHELBOURNE, ??, ??, Martin NEWMAN 

 
Front Row, Left to Right:  A TURNBULL, David SAUNDERS ?, N TILLEY, Tony ROWLANDS, 

Chris WEEKES and Tim WATT 

 
 

Nigel Stuckey is probably right regarding the alphabetical listing as the Valete columns for July 1965 

in the Chelmsfordian have 3 Upper VIth classes with this being U6C with every surname starting from 

R-Z – but you might know better!  

 
Knowing how invaluable the Chelmsfordian magazines are in researching such information we were 

pleased to hear in answer to a question put to the School by Colin Beeton that the Duffield Library still 
holds a complete set of Chelmsfordian magazines. 

 
Hugh Pattenden, staff editor of the magazine, suggested that Barbara Gray is the person to ask if anyone 

wished to have access to these whilst more recent editions are also available as PDFs on the school 
website. www.kegs.org.uk 
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OCA FANTASY XIs, 1948-1994  
 

In tidying up some of my many years of accumulated OCA paperwork I stumbled across another of 
Ricky Richmond’s ‘jottings on the back of an envelope’  with his suggestion for his fantasy Football 
team:- 
 
Charlie Woodeson in goal, a back four of Roy Rendall or Keith Foster, Andy Garrett, Harold Glynn or 
Roger Sparkes and Brian Terry with Alan Jones, Malcolm Pannell, Nick Ward, Ian Wilson, Monty 
Mortlock and either Carl Lodge or Frank Stabler as the forward line. 
 
He suggests substitutes as Paul Morris, Dave Salmon, Peter Coppen and Ken Brewer. 
 
His fantasy Cricket line up is Simon Cant, Steve Wilson, Sid Daniels, Dave Salmon, Harold Glynn, Ian 
Wilson, Terry Charrington, Andy Garrett, Graham Castle, Dave Grainger and Jim MacDonald. 
 
Reserves Peter Robinson, Andy Robson and Chris Jones. 
 
Sadly Ricky is no longer with us to contest his choices and another 20 plus years have passed with a 
further crop of other fine players turning out for the Old Chelmsfordians so we’d be delighted to receive 
your thoughts.  
 

OCA WILDLIFE MAY/JUNE 2017 

 
May: The weather stayed rather cool but turned variable and much needed rainfall actually occurred 17th 
- 19th!  I’m sure few first bird broods survived. A milder period followed but the first week of June was 
cool with more rainfall – Chris Packham in Springwatch in Gloucestershire experienced much rain and 
weather! Things warmed up in June and second and subsequent broods probably survived. Heavy rainfall 
on 27th and temperatures down to a cold 15C on 28th… 
 
On the  warm days above 20C, there was insect activity: 
Butterflies: Holly Blue, Red Admiral, Brimstone, Small White, Small Tortoiseshell 
Banded Damselflies were back on the eastern perimeter stream typically near (Common) Nettles. 
 
All 3 bat boxes are occupied (evidence provided by guano!) and perhaps all the 6 bird boxes despite the 
changeable weather. Other mammals providing guano samples included Badgers! 
 
Breeding birds: summer migrants included Common & Lesser Whitethroat, Blackcap, Chiffchaff. Chris 
Flint did well to note Cuckoo in the paddock to the south and a probable Marsh Harrier flying south. 
 
Other local breeding birds in the period included Sparrowhawk, Goldcrest, Pied and Grey Wagtails, Jays, 
Coal Tit, Skylark (field to west), Robin, Blackbird, Mistle & Song Thrush, Goldfinches and Stock Dove. 
 
Well done Bernie Oram and all the Friday crowd for doing fantastic ground maintenance. The Lavender 
plants continue to attract a variety of bees – a very welcome sight with the threat of neonicotinoid 
pesticides …. I hope a few more Buddleias and Cotoneasters may be planted !! 
 
For all your sightings and with any queries you might have regarding the ‘wildlife’ at Lawford Lane 

please contact Nick Green, Nick7green@aol.com, 

 

OBITUARIES 

 
Frank Easton, frank.easton1@btopenworld.com, has now provided this obituary for Barry Haldane 

whose death we announced in the May newsletter.  
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“Barry was born in Henry Road in 1932 and began his KEGS education during the War years. After 
leaving he did his National Service in the Rhine Army in Germany. Later, he qualified as an architect and 
worked for Wimpey construction and others. After returning to civilian life he married Margaret and they 
moved to Longfield Road, Great Baddow and later Spital Road, Maldon. By this time he was working in 
London for Seifert where he was involved in high profile projects such as the Thames Barrier, the GPO 
Tower and  Centre Point. 
 
Sadly the marriage broke down and he left Margaret  to live in London in 1970.  In c1990 he worked in 
Russia returning a few years later to retire and settle in Chelmer Village. In 2002 he had a serious 
accident and sustained brain damage, from which he never recovered, necessitating full time care, latterly 
in Ogilvie Court, Earls Colne. 
 
He was particularly active in the Association in the sixties playing football with great energy if not skill 
and also turning out for the cricket elevens. He is remembered as football secretary in the mid sixties 
when he was proactive and efficient in establishing football training in the School gymnasium and 
“professionalising” the administration of the football section. He was a regular at Sunday lunch time team 
selections and very active in the Club’s social events.  Using his designer’s eye he produced a colour 
scheme for the club house which was much imitated in their homes by members and also drew up plans 
for rebuilding which sadly were unaffordable. 
 
As reported in the Newsletter his ex wife Margaret predeceased him earlier this year. He leaves three sons 
Laurence, Mark and Russell to whom we extend our sympathies.”  

 
In our last issue in recording the death of Peter Pike we said that Peter Wilson was still alive but we 
sadly have to report that he too has now died, on May 9th, having just reached the age of 90.   Ken 
Newman kept us in touch with this news and expressed his regret that Peter’s funeral, on 16th May, 2pm 
at Newton Flotman in Norfolk, would clash with that for another former master, Keith Barnet, who 
many members will remember as the art master from the early sixties into the eighties.   
 
Ken and Ann attended Peter’s funeral to support Peter's wife Jean at what was a small family affair.  Peter 
was at School from 1953-1988, was acting deputy head during Ken's 'inter-regnum' as acting head 
between Nigel Fanshawe and John Gough and as well as teaching Chemistry was also very active with 
the Parents Association.  Ken suggests, perhaps somewhat surprisingly to some who remember Peter 
from their schooldays, that Peter was a gifted, natural sportsman who always excelled in the Staff v Boys 
cricket matches.   
 
As mentioned Keith Barnet’s funeral was on the same day, at 3pm in the small chapel at Chelmsford 
Crematorium.  
 

We have also heard from Ian Whiteside, nephew of Peter Riggulsford, that he had died on May 16th, a 
few days short of his 91st birthday.  Peter was a pupil at the school from 1937-1944 and later returned 
there as a teacher.    James (Jimmy) Hasler, james28hasler@btinternet.com, also kindly wrote ‘You may 
have had a note already from Peter's wife Shirley, but if not, this is to tell you that Peter died on 16th 
May, after a long illness in care.  Here are a few notes as I believe them to be details of his life’. 
 
“A year behind me at KEGS, Peter's dates would be 1937 to 1944. He lived in Danbury. After School, he 
was training in the USA as a Fleet Air Arm pilot but the training scheme stopped with the end of the war, 
and he later served in the army, before taking a Maths degree, I think at London University. He returned 
to KEGS as a teacher until being appointed Warden, the correct title for the head of Soham Village 
College in Cambridgeshire, probably in 1958.   From, there he became Headmaster of a girls' grammar 
school in Lichfield, from which he eventually retired, moving to Wells in Somerset. Peter and Shirley 
later moved to Prestbury, near Cheltenham, to be near their daughter, and it was from there that he spent 
his recent years. He would have been 91 at the beginning of June.    I expect you can check some of these 
details in the OCA magazine archive. 
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I had the pleasure of visiting Peter twice when he lived in Wells. Our outings included the Fleet Air Arm. 
Collection at Yeovil and the Well reputed to be the one at the top of the hill visited by Jack and Jill in the 
nursery rhyme. More recently I visited him in Prestbury before he went into care.  I think he had some 
status in the School cadet corps but I remember him as a devastatingly good sprinter over the hundred and 
two-twenty.     He leaves his wife Shirley, and a son and daughter. 
 
With a surname like mine, he once told me, it is a lot easier to book a table at a restaurant by calling 
myself Mr Ford!    He was, in every way, a fine fellow”. 
 
Peter’s Valete entry shows he was Holland Vice Captain, a full prefect and a sergeant in the cadet corps. 
 

Peter Ward had sent us a copy of the printed School Rules for 1944 with his hand written additions that 
Westfields, normally out of bounds for Senior School boys, could after all be used at lunchtime, football 
boots should not be worn in the changing rooms, boys were not allowed to remain in classrooms or 
cloakrooms during the luncheon period without a master’s permission and boys were not allowed to 
undertake daily work during term-time.  Peter had also sent his typewritten Prefects’ Duties for both the 
Spring and Summer terms in 1944 which he suggested should probably best be thrown away but which 
interestingly show that he shared ‘Corridor’ duties with Peter Riggulsford for week beginning June 19th 
and was then to be on ‘Late Duty’ with him the following week.   
 
I doubt, 73 years on, that today’s prefects receive such detailed instructions!  
 

200 CLUB/DEVELOPMENT FUND 

 
The May winners of the 200 Club were the family of E. J Pennock, John Escott and Mick Elliott with 

those for June being Len Menhinick, Dave Newman and Paul Gllacher. 
 

(Edward John Pennock was at school from 1935-1943 and died in July 1995 but his subscription standing 
orders have continued to the present.) 

 
As they say ‘You have to be in it to win it’ so for more information regarding the 200 Club please contact 
the organiser, Adam Dessouki, at adamdessouki@gmail.com or regarding the Development Fund contact 

Mark Allison at mark.allison@pinnacle-psg.com. 
 

COFFEE MORNINGS  

 
As promised the May meeting on the 18th was politics free but the ramifications of the ill-called General 
Election were the subject of conversation in passing at the June gathering on the 15th with the general 
consensus being that politics is not what it was, and probably never will with such ‘youngsters’ at the 
helm, and that such an outcome wouldn’t, and couldn’t, have happened in the good old days!!   Whilst 
possibly short in number and feeble of limb the combined brain power of those present with a proper 
Grammar, rather than Public, School education managed to sort out the A-Z of Theresa May’s immediate 
problems by resolving Austerity, Brexit and Conservative alliances in double-quick time...and all over a 
cup of coffee!  
 

Ted Caton suggests that a variety of prior engagements, illnesses, injuries and holidays meant a smaller 
than usual gathering at both these get- togethers, with possibly an all time low of just 13 in June including 
the organisers from 1950’s Form VA, so it is hoped to welcome back some of the former regulars and 
perhaps even a few newcomers at the July meeting on the 20th. Why not give us a try?.....the added bonus 
then will be that the prizes held over from June will be added to the raffle! 
 
Judy Iliffe, who suggested The Chelmsford and District Cardiac Support Group as our charity for the 
year informed us of a recent donation of more than £2000 by this group to the Cardiac Rehabilitation 
Department at Broomfield Hospital in memory of their late chairman, Peter Spring. This money will 
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enable attendees of the classes to benefit from a variety of new additions including an exercise bike (with 
a memorial inscription), weights and a CD player.   
 
The group has now given more than £66,000 to the Cardiac Unit and the Cardiac Rehabilitation 
Department since it began in 1993.  They meet monthly, where members can share their experiences, in 
the Broomfield Village Hall on the third Friday of each month and have speakers at each of these 
covering a wide range of topics.   
 
Anyone interested in attending these or looking for more information about the group should speak to 
Judy or contact the treasurer, Roger Tulley on 01376 514349 or by emailing roger@tulley.net. 
       
Anyone requiring additional information about our third Thursday coffee mornings should contact either 

Lloyd Hardy on 01245 251187, hardylloyd@gmail.com or  
Ted Caton on 01245 256790, ted@hausgisela.plus.com. 

 

 

E-MAIL CONVERSIONS AND HOUSE MOVES 

 
Edward Mills, 1974-1981, edward-pam@woodisgood.fsnet.co.uk, “Thank you for the, as ever, 
interesting Old Chelmsfordians newsletter.   This email address will become defunct shortly, so I’d be 
grateful if you could use my new email address from now on:-woodisgoodejm@gmail.com. 
 

Dominic Norman’s mother, Jill, kindly corrected the email address we held for him to 
jill@jrdnnorman.plus.com. 
 

Richard Sterry, 1991-1998, “Many thanks for sending me the newsletter by post for so many years. May 
I please now make the move to the electronic version (I hear it's the future) and request that you 
use richard.d.sterry@gmail.com from now on?   Thank you for all your hard work for the OCA. I was 
recently at a function at the clubhouse and was very impressed by the facilities you have there now.” 
 

John Wiffen has informed us from Frinton-on-Sea that with immediate effect his email address has 
moved from john@jwiffen.fsworld.co.uk to johnvwiffen@gmail,com adding “Sorry about any confusion 
- major nuisance as far as we are concerned!!” 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
We are delighted to welcome Charlie Bourn, Sachin Chopra, David Court, Henry Sainsbury and Ralph 

Stevens as life members of the Association from this year’s school leaving group and Andrew Sosin who, 
having been at school from 1958 to 1965, has retained his interest in school affairs by sitting on the KEGs 

Foundation Governing body.  We hope we will see you all at Lawford Lane in the future. 
 

We were also delighted to welcome 150 pupils from this year’s Year 7 for a double PE lesson at Lawford 
Lane on June 29th  and to host an informal gathering for this year’s Year 13 leavers at the clubhouse 

before their exams started to introduce them to the facilities offered at the club.  
 

It is hoped that these youngsters will still be in touch with each other ‘50 Years On’ and that the club 

will still be there to host their future re-unions for them to meet up socially and enjoy a drink together. 
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One such group, at School during the sixties and who are regular visitors to the Lane, gathered with their 
wives, on Sunday July 16th to enjoy a drink and catch up with others present at the bar before enjoying a 
barbecue hosted by our President-Elect Chris Beach (second right).    

 
Chris was joined by Spencer Wilcox, Nigel King, Dave Lines Peter Hollebon and Nick Alston in our 

photo of them at the club.    

 

 

  
 

Ian Brown joined them later, for which Chris provided this second photograph to ensure his inclusion. 
 
Terry Allen and Dave Gout are others of their party who regularly meet up during the year at various 
hostelries and locations throughout Essex and Suffolk. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If you would like to organise a similar 

gathering the club is open at various times 

during the week but always on Sundays 

from noon until 2.00pm 
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FOOTBALL 

 
SATURDAY FIRST TEAM                                             ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE DIVISION 1 

 

Final Placing 11th of 13.     Played 24   Won 8 Drawn 4 Lost 12    Goals For 61 Against 63      Points 28 
  

SATURDAY SECOND TEAM                                       ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE DIVISION 3 
 

Final Placing 6th of 10.       Played 18   Won 8 Drawn 2 Lost 8      Goals For 29 Against 24      Points 22 
  

SATURDAY THIRD TEAM ‘A’                                                 MID ESSEX LEAGUE DIVISION 4 
 

Final Placing 5th of 12.        Played 22   Won 12 Drawn 4 Lost 6    Goals For 48 Against 38     Points 40 
  

SATURDAY FOURTH TEAM                                                      MID ESSEX LEAGUE DIVISION 5 

 

Final Placing 5th of 12.         Played 22   Won 12 Drawn 0 Lost 10    Goals For 51 Against 44    Points 33
   

VETS 1                                                                     ESSEX VETERANS LEAGUE DIVISION 1 EAST 
 

Final Placing 2nd of 10.        Played 18   Won 11 Drawn 3 Lost 4      Goals For 46 Against 17    Points 36 
Won League Cup 2-1 against Sporting Club Woodham   

 

SUNDAY FIRST                                                           POPE AND SMITH LEAGUE PREMIER DIV 

 
Final Placing 6th of 10.         Played 18   Won 8 Drawn 1 Lost 9  Goals For 46 Against 38        Points 24 
Won League Cup 6-2aet against Maldon and Tiptree 

   

SUNDAY SECONDS                                                                     POPE AND SMITH LEAGUE DIV 1 

 
Final Placing 1st of 12.          Played 22   Won 17 Drawn 2 Lost 3  Goals For 72 Against 23      Points 53 
Won Gillott Trophy 5-2 against M & G   

 

CRICKET 

 
The 2017 cricket season has brought very mixed fortunes for our league teams, writes Baz Bowerman. 
 
The first eleven have been performing admirably and, up until week eight of the new season, they were 
top of the Premier Division. Their route to the summit began in fine style when they defeated Bentley, 
last season’s champions, in the first game of the season. Five more wins followed in the next six games, 
but defeats to Springfield and Great Baddow in weeks eight and nine have seen the firsts drop to third 
place. 
 
The second eleven finished second from bottom in division three last season and, by rights, should have 
been relegated. However, a league restructure saw them stay in division three and they have struggled as a 
result, losing all nine of their league games to date. They have had some close games though and can 
count themselves unlucky to be without a win. 
 
The thirds have had an up-and-down season under my captaincy and at the time of writing we sit in 
seventh place in Division Nine. Availability and selection issues mean that 28 different players have been 
used to date, and the team has struggled to find consistency as a result. The batting highlights have been 
fifties from me, Les Gray, Matt Cranfield and Greg Hensman; bowling-wise Mark Shelley has 19 
wickets, as many as anyone else for the club this season, and Matt Bowerman produced an opening spell 
of five consecutive maidens against Goresbrook in May, ending up with figures of 9-5-13-0. 
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As per last season we have no fourth eleven this season but we do still have a fifth eleven that play 
friendly matches. They have been performing well, with three wins under their belt from just five games 
played. It has also been a ‘family affair’ in the fifths, with a number of father and son combinations 
playing in the games, including the Aldertons, the Balls, the Edwards and the Robertsons. The highlights 
have been Sam Robertson’s 123 with the bat and Jonny Alderton’s 6-14 with the ball. 
 
This season we are running three youth teams: an under-11s and under-13s (both managed by myself) and 
an under-15s (managed by Dave Grainger). 
 
The under-11s have begun their season very well, with three wins out of four and they sit in fourth place 
in their league (with a game in hand). The under-13s are doing even better and have a one hundred per 
cent win record in the league, which means that they are top of the table. The under-13s were on the 
receiving end of a bowling masterclass in their cup match, however, as the Maldon quick bowler took 
four wickets in four balls and ended up with figures of 5-7 from four overs. 
 
The results to date for all of our teams, with individual performances of note in brackets, are as follows: 
 

First XI 

 
6 May     OCs 297-5 (M Javid 152) bt Bentley 259 all out (Faz Rehman 4-43) 
13 May   OCs 222-8 (Faz Rehman 67) bt Rayleigh 209 all out (Tom Bird 4-28) 
20 May   OCs 223-6 (Faz Rehman 118) by Canvey Island 222-5 (Faz Rehman 3-41) 
27 May   OCs 107 all out lost to Brookweald 317-7 (Faz Rehman 3-40) 
3 June     OCs 213 all out (M Javid 62) bt Rettendon 174 all out (Ross Cant 3-43) 
10 June   OCs 198-6 (Faz Rehman 53) bt Goresbrook 197-8 (Nadeem Ahmed 3-49) 
17 June   OCs 201 all out (Aseeb-ur-Rehman 73) bt High Roding 141 all out (Faz Rehman 5-22) 
24 June   OCs 219 all out lost to Springfield 251-7 
1 July      OCs 167 all out lost to Gt Baddow 171-4 
 
Second XI 

 
6 May     OCs 118 all out lost to Purleigh 119-3 
13 May   OCs 135-7 lost to Galleywood 137-2 
20 May   OCs 90 all out lost to Rayleigh Fairview 161 all out (Dave Grainger 5-9) 
27 May   OCs 97 all out lost to Springfield 3s 128-9 
3 June     OCs 125 all out lost to Woodham Mortimer 243-6 
10 June   OCs 231 all out lost to Gt Baddow 2s 241 all out 
17 June   OCs 200-8 lost to Broomfield 278 all out 
24 June   OCs 246-9 lost to High Easter 248-7 
1 July      OCs 142 all out lost to Noak Hill 230-7 
 
Third XI 

 
6 May     OCs 119-4 (Matt Cranfield 50*) bt Gt Baddow 4s 118-7 (Mark Shelley 3-35) 
13 May   OCs 149 all out lost to Hornchurch 3s 173-6 
20 May   OCs 61 all out lost to Goresbrook 149-7 (Mark Shelley 5-32) 
27 May   OCs 130 all out (Richard Paton 41) lost to Eastwood 3s 131-8 (Hollie Lodge 3-40) 
3 June     OCs 143-5 (Baz Bowerman 68*) bt Wickham 2s 142-8 (Mark Shelley 3-24) 
10 June   OCs 137-6 (Les Gray 58*) lost to Lt Baddow 2s 242-6 (Alice Green 3-40) 
17 June   OCs 32 all out lost to Gt Totham 197-5 (Isaac Chalk 3-29) 
24 June   OCs 93-2 (Greg Hensman 54*) bt Rankins 3s 92 all out (James Brown 3-13, Richard Fox 1-10,        
                two slip catches and one run out) 
1 July      OCs 92-8 lost to Rayne 2s 196-5 (Aryan Sharma 3-39) 
 



 15 

 
Fifth XI 

 
27 May     OCs 207-7 (Sam Robertson 123) lost to Galleywood 220-7 (Andy Tucker 3-71) 
3 June      OCs 162-7 (Mike Bailey 52) bt Billericay 4s 101-9 (Jonny Alderton 6-14) 
17 June    OCs 164-6 (Sam Alderton 40*) bt Chelmsford 6s 159-9 (Jonny Alderton 4-34) 
24 June    OCs 199-4 (Alan Ball 56, Elliot Ball 51*) bt Sudbury 195-8 (Alex Robertson 3-39) 
1 July       OCs 127-8 lost to Earls Colne 128-3 
 
Women’s XI 

No scores entered onto the website. 
 
Under-11s 

Terrier format – teams start on 200 runs and lose six runs per wicket. 
 
14 May     OCs 274 (Nathaniel Lamb 22*, Michael Bird 12) bt Billericay 224 
9 June       OCs 252 (Tom Bowerman 10) bt Herongate 196 (Tom Bowerman 2-4) 
11 June     OCs 242 bt South Weald 227 (Tom Bowerman 4-1) 
25 June     OCs 257 (Adam Kelly 12, Michael Bird 10) lost to Chelmsford 262 (Alex Rayment 2-7) 
 
Under-13s 

 
21 May     OCs 109-3 (Jonny Alderton 25*) bt South Weald 35 all out (Harry Cannon 2-2) 
24 May     (Friendly) OCs 82-5 (Jonny Alderton 20*) lost to Stock 104-6 (Matt Bowerman 3-8) 
11 June     OCs 67-5 (Matt Bowerman 31) bt Hutton 67 all out (Harry Cannon 3-15) 
15 June     OCs 173-5 (Matt Bowerman 32*, Finlay Baines 31*) bt Herongate 87-7 (Dom Boutilier 3-19) 
20 June     (Cup) OCs 77 all out (Matt Bowerman 27) lost to Maldon 80-2 
25 June     OCs 128-4 (Matt Bowerman 32*) bt Chelmsford 106-6 (Toby Wallis 2-7) 
 
Under-15s 

No scores entered onto the website. 
 

TENNIS 

 
Jane Gray, pjane.gray@btinternet.com, has sent us this report:-  
 
The summer season has started with the usual mix of sun, wind and rain but no snow as yet! Our eight 
teams are enjoying mixed fortunes but there are still plenty of matches to play for those who have made a 
slower start. 
 
Several members enjoyed the social morning on May Day Bank Holiday when we also made the draw for 
the Wimbledon ballot tickets with sixteen lucky members receiving a pair of tickets for a day at the 
tournament. 
 
The summer club tournaments in Mens, Ladies and Mixed doubles and Mens, Ladies and Veterans 
singles are all well under way. Preliminary events for the doubles were all blessed with good weather and 
an excellent standard of tennis was in evidence, semi-finals are scheduled for July and August and we 
look forward to some well contested matches (with some fine weather) on Finals Day, Saturday 16th 
September. 
 
Progress on the plans for a new tennis pavilion has been slow, to say the least, as we have waited a long 
time for technical drawings and builders’ estimates. Timescales are still to be determined so it is once 
more a case of ‘watch this space’! 
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If you are not currently a member of the tennis section but have always fancied trying it out then please 
visit our website www.chelmsfordianstennis.co.uk for more information and an online application form.  
 
If your tennis is a little rusty, Alan Coulthard and Derek Rogers (Head Club Coach) can organise 
coaching sessions to individuals and small groups.  

TABLE TENNIS 

Chelmsford League 2016/17 

 
The 2016/17 Chelmsford & District Table Tennis League concluded in mid-May and the final positions 
of the majority of our teams was reported in the last edition of the newsletter. However, two of our teams 
had fixtures to complete and their final standings are reported on below :- 
 
B Team – Division 2 – unfortunately a combination of injuries and unavailability meant that this team 
had to concede their last two fixtures and therefore finished 5th and will remain in Division 2 next season. 
They should, once more, be amongst the favourites for promotion when the new season begins in mid-
September 2017. 
 
J Team – Click (Junior) Division – an excellent season for our juniors saw them secure the runners-up 
spot in the Introductory (Click) League. The majority of the squad will now progress into the main league 
next season. 
  
Further details about the Chelmsford League, with details of all matches played, tables, statistics and 
much more table tennis related data can be found at :- 
 
https://www.tabletennis365.com/chelmsford 
 
Central Essex Summer League 2017 

 

We have four teams competing in this year’s Central Essex Summer League which runs during June and 
July 2017. A full report on the performance of all of our teams will be included in the next edition of the 
Newsletter. If you can’t wait until then you can find up to date details of scores, tables and individual 
player performances here :- 
 
https://www.tabletennis365.com/centralessex  
 

Practice sessions 

 
All those interested in playing table tennis are reminded that Tuesday evening sessions continue 
throughout the Summer from 6pm to approx. 7.30pm or later if there are no Summer League matches 
taking place. Our coach, Mick Parkhurst, is available at most sessions if individual or group coaching is 
required. 
 
New Players  

 
We are always looking to recruit players to supplement all of our teams If you are interested in playing or 
know someone who may be then contact David Porter by emailing DJPEssex@aol.com or phoning on 
07885 467935. 
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COMING UP 

 
Early notification of School and OCA Events:- 

  

Winter orchestral concert at School – Thursday 30 November – 7-9pm 

 

PA Christmas Fayre at School  – Saturday 2 December – 12pm 

 

OCA Annual Dinner - Saturday March 17th 2018 

KEGS 1st XI Cricket Match against the MCC – Wednesday June 27th 2018 

OCA Presidents Day – Sunday July 1
st
 2018 

AND A FURTHER REMINDER 

As mentioned above the 1551 Appeal is still very much open and donations to this can still be made 

by cheque, made payable to King Edward VI Grammar School,  and sent to the headmaster at 

KEGS, Broomfield Road, Chelmsford, CM1 3SX; by BACS direct to Sort Code 30-91-85, Account 

Number 50386660 or by regular standing order.    For this, and if Gift Aid can be applied to ‘one 

off’ payments, the forms sent out with our February mailing can be used.  If in any doubt please 

contact the School on 01245 353510 or email your enquiry to office@kegs.org.uk.   

 

As always, thank you to all contributors to this issue which we trust has again made for an enjoyable read. 

We invite everyone to send their news and views for the next issue which should be available during 
September 2017.     Any members wishing and willing to receive the newsletter by email or wanting to 

advise us of any change to either their home or email address should contact:- 

George Heseltine:   30 Trinity Road : Chelmsford : Essex : CM2 6HS                    
Phone : 01245 265962  Email : heseltineuk@aol.com 

 


